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VREPACE. 


| once stood upon the summit of a mountain 14,334 feet 
above sea level. It was a clear day. I could see 
from one to two hundred miles towards any point of the 
compass, And what a magnificent view it was!—of vast 
forests, far-reaching plains, fertile fields, rushing rivers, 
majestic mountains, and numerous cities and towns. One 
might study that landscape, in all its extent and detail, an 
entire year, and then not fully encompass it. And yet I 
grasped the whole of it, as a landscape, in an hour. 

As I descended from that mountain I said, to myself, 
God’s Word is an other mountain summit. Unfulfilled 
prophecy is a far-reaching landscape, requiring scholarship: 
and years of careful and critical study to compass in all its: 
details. But I asked myself, Can not this landscape be: 
-grasped by unscholarly man? Can not the great majority 
of Christians, who have neither the time nor capacity for 
extensive exegetical study, have pointed out to them the 
great prominent features of unfulfilled prophecy, and thus 
be able to take in this extensive field of revealed truth? 
I responded, Yes! and I’ll make an effort to aid those who 
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are minded to look. This volume is the result. It has 
been prepared in a prayerful spirit, as the chief desire has - 
been to glorify God. It will be seen that no rhetorical 
flourishes have been indulged in, and that no effort has 
been made to appear smart or scholarly. If it will in any 
way aid in rousing any sleepy or sleeping saint in the 
Church of God to watchfulness and zeal, or in confirming 
’ any timid, faltering child of God in “that blessed hope,” 
I will be glad, and God shall have the glory. 

; L. W. M. 

GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA, 
October, 1887. 
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CHAPTER I. 


RUBBISH REMOVED. 


As in the rebuilding of the wall, in Nehemiah’s 
time, it was first necessary to remove “ heaps”’ of 
“rubbish,” just so in these days, in order to rightly 
understand the truth concerning our Lord’s return, 
is it necessary to remove “ heaps” of “ rubbish ’— 
rubbish of tradition, prejudice, misinformation and 
misinterpretation. 

The Church is conservative in its views of truth, 
and has ever been. There are to be found in all 
communities, if not in every Church, erratic people, 
who are tangential in thought, manner and ways. 
They get hold of an idea, and, without stopping to 
get all the bearings of the case, jump at conclu- 
sions, and then make everything bend to their opin- 
ions. From this class fanatics are graduated. Of 
such was William Miller, the leader of the great 
“ Millerite > movement of 1840-43. He thought 
he saw, plainly, the time indicated, in the Scrip- 
tures, when our Lord would return, notwithstand- 
ing the Lord had said, “ But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are 
in heaven, neither the Son (as son of man), but the 
Father.” Mark xiii, 22. Being a signally gifted 
and scholarly man, he led thousands to adopt his 
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views. Up to this time—1843—the evangelicals in 
America were largely premillenial in their views of 
the second advent. But, when Miller’s interpreta- 
tions and opinions failed, and the movement col- 
lapsed, the Church, like a pendulum, in obedience 
to the law of conservatism that so strongly domi- 
nates her, swung to the other extreme, and the 
truth, on this subject, fell between, and since has 
been and is very generally denied by believers in 
this part of the world. | 

But some inquire, How is it possibie for any 
truth to fare thus? The truth as it is in the Word 
of God about faith-healing and sanctification has 
fared worse. The consensus of the Church is of 
value. But, the Church is made up of fallible be- 
ings. Therefore, it does not necessarily follow that, 
because the Church holds to or denies any doctrine, 
it is, consequently true. It is because many 
have so believed, errors and traditions have fastened 
themselves upon the creeds of Christendom. For 
one thousand years the doctrine of justification by 
faith was almost wholly lost to the Church and. de- 
nied by it; and, when Luther publicly proclaimed 
this glorious truth, most plainly taught in the Word 
of God, he was excommunicated and most bitterly 
persecuted by the Church. Errors have been and 
are held by the Church; truth has been and is 
denied by it. Rome, alone, believes and teaches 
otherwise. 

Because of the disfavor into which this truth has 
been brought, by reason of the reaction from the 
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Millerite excitement, a great many ministers have 
ignored the truth concerning the Lord’s return alto- 
gether. And this, notwithstanding the fact that the 
minister is explicitly commanded to teach it. In 
Titus ii, 15, is this injunction: “ These things speak, 
and exhort, and rebuke with all authority.” What 
things? Why, grace for salvation (eleventh verse); 
grace for living (twelfth verse); grace for service 
(fourteenth verse); and, “that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (thirteenth verse). What 
right has any man, called of God to proclaim the 
truth, to deliberately ignore any portion of the mes- 
sage given him? 

Paul said, by the Spirit, to the Ephesians: “I 
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you” 
(Acts xx, 20); and the Spirit said, by Paul, “All 
SGnptiren.:. 2". <1 1s. profitable,-* ete, (2: Limit; 
16,17). The return of the Lord is mentioned more 
frequently in the Scriptures than any other doctrine 
save that of faith, and is, therefore, a very consid- 
erable portion of the Scriptures, all of which is 
profitable. What right has any man, claiming to 
be a minister of Jesus Christ, to withhold from the 
members of the body of Christ that which God has 
ordained to their profit, especially when He specifi- 
cally commands him to teach this particular truth? 
It is not whether the Holy Scriptures teach the pre- 
millenial or post-millenial theory. They do teach 
“that blessed hope and glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” No one 
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will deny that they do. That a great majority of 
ministers in this country do not teach it as they are 
commanded to, or emphasize it as God’s Holy Word 
does, is, without doubt, true. I have been a mem- 
ber of the Church my parents belonged to from their 
childhood, for more than twenty-five years, and have 
heard as many sermons as almost any man of my 
age, and I have yet to hear the first sermon on the 
subject, one way or another, from a minister of my 
own denomination. It was not always so. Prior 
to the Millerite excitement, I have been told by 
older men, the ministers of my denomination were 
almost wholly pre-millenialist, and were faithful in 
their testimony of this great and very important 
truth. It is an easy matter, therefore, to find an 
answer to the question, “ Why is this so?” Satan 
has taken advantage of the Millerite explosion, and 
the conservatism of the Church, and has brought 
the truth concerning our Lord’s return into disfavor. 
If only we were less careful what men would say 
about the message we proclaim, and more careful to 
ascertain what God would have us teach and preach, 
I am quite sure God would get greater glory in the 
salvation of the lost and the enriching, in spiritual 
things, of His Church. 
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CHAPTER II. 


HISTORY OF THE DOCTRINE. 


Because so little has been said in the pulpits of 
America, on the subject, of late years, the present 
agitation may lead those unfamiliar with the history 
of this truth to suppose, or conclude, that it is a 
novelty of recent formulation or discovery. The 
history of the primitive church disclosed to us the 
fact that, until in Origin’s time, about A. D. 250, 
no other idea was entertained of the Lord’s return 
_ than the premillennial. The Epistles clearly indi- 
cate that the apostles and disciples expected the 
Lord to return at any moment. Albert Barnes 
said in notes on John xiv, 2, 3; 1 Thess. iv, 14: 
“This was the firm belief of the early Christians, and 
this expectation with them was allowed to exert a 
constant influence on their hearts and lives. It led 
them (1) to desire to be prepared for his coming; 
(2) to feel that earthly affairs were of little impor- 
- tance, as the scene here was soon to close; (3) to 
live above the world, and in the desire of the 
appearing of the Lord Jesus. This was one of the 
elementary doctrines of their faith, and one of the 
means of producing deadness to the world among 
them; and among the early Christians there was, 
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perhaps, no doctrine that was more the object of firm 
belief, and the ground of more delightful contem- 
plation, than that their ascended Master would 
return.” 

Hackett, a distinguished Baptist Commentator, 
commenting on Acts iii, 20, said: “Nearly all critics 
understand this passage as referring to the return of 
Christ at the end of the world. The similarity of 
the language to that of other passages which 
announce that event demands this interpretation. 
The Apostle enforces his exhortation to repent by 
an appeal to the final coming of Christ, not because 
he would represent it as near in point of time, but 
because that event was always ear to the feelings 
and consciousness of the first believers. [The italics 
are his]. It was the great consummation on which © 
the strongest desires of their souls were fixed, to 
which their thoughts and hopes habitually turned. 
They lived in expectation of it; they labored to be 
prepared for it; they were constantly, in the expres- 
sive language of Peter, looking for and hastening 
unto wt.” 

Dr. Charles Hodge, commenting on 1 Cor. 1, 7, 
says: “ Wazting, patiently expecting, compare I Pet. 
iii, 20, or expecting with desire, i. e., longing for. 
Compare Rom. viii, 19, 20-23. The object of this 
patient and earnest expectation of believers is the 
coming, i.e., the revelation of our Lord Fesus Christ. 
The second advent of Christ, so clearly predicted 
by himself and by his Apostles, connected as it is 
with the promise of the resurrection of his people 
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and the consummation of his kingdom, was the 
object of longing expectation to all the early Christ- 
tans. So great is the glory connected with that 
event that Paul, in Rom. viii, 18-23, not only 
represents all present afflictions as trifling in com- 
parison, but describes the whole creation as looking 
forward to it with earnest expectation. Compare 
Phil. iii, 20: Tit. ii, 13. So general was this expec- 
tation that Christians were characterized as those 
‘who love his appearing,’ 2 Tim. iv, 8, and as those 
‘who wait for him,’ Heb. ix, 28.” 

Trench, a well known and accomplished Episco- 
pal writer, remarks, on the parable of the Ten 
Virgins, “When it is said in the parable that the 
bridegroom did actually tarry, we may number this 
among the many hints, which were given by our 
Lord, that it was possible the time of his return 
might be delayed beyond the expectation of his first 
disciples. It was a hint and no more; if more had 
been given, if the Lord had said plainly that he 
would not come for many centuries, then the first 
ages of the Church would have been placed ina 
disadvantageous position, being deprived of that 
powerful motive to holiness and diligence supplied to 
each generation of the fatthful, by the posstbility of 
the Lord’s return in their time. It is not that he 
desires each succeeding generation to believe that 
he will certainly return in their time, for he does not 
desire our faith and our practice to be founded on 
an error, as, in that case, the faith and practice of 
all generations except the last would be, But z¢ 
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7s a necessary element of the doctrine concerning the 
second coming of Christ, that it should be possible at 
any time, that no generation should consider it im- 
probable in theirs. The love, the earnest longing of 
those first Christians made them to assume that 
coming to be close at hand. 

Even Daniel Whitby acknowledges that it—pre- 
millennialism—‘‘was received not only in the eastern 
parts of the church by Papias, Justin, Irenceus, 
Nepos, Apollinarus, Methodius; but also in the 
west and south by Turtullian, Cyprian, Victorinus, 
Lactantius Severus; and by the first Nicene Council. 
Those men taught this doctrine, not as doctors only, 
but as witnesses of the tradition which they had 
received from Christ and his Apostles, and which was 
taught them by the elders, the disciples of Christ. 
* * * They pretended to ground it upon numer- 
ous and manifest testimonies, both of the old and 
new Testaments, and speak of them as texts which 
would admit of no other meaning.” 

The apostles and disciples of our Lord “trusted 
that it had been he which should have redeemed 
Israel.” (Luke xxiv, 21.) What wonder, then, 
that they were cast down and dispirited when he 
was crucified. But this hope was immediately re- 
vived when they knew of his resurrection, for they 
inquire of him, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts i, 6.) The 
Lord’s response, “It is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons which the Father hath put in his own 
power” (Acts i, 7); coupled with the testimony of 
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the two men “in white apparel” given immediately 
upon his ascension into the heavenlies; reminding 
them, doubtless, of what their departed Lord had 
said to them about “watching,” and letting their 
“Joins be girded,” and “lamps * * * trimmed and 
burning,” and being “ready,” enabled them to return 
“to Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke xxiv, 52), for 
they most surely expected him to return, and in that 
expectation they “endured hardness” as “good sol- 
diers of Jesus Christ” and went to martyrdom re- 
joicing in “that blessed hope.” 

The “Fathers of the church” entertained almost 
uniformly the same “blessed hope.” Papias, Bar- 
nabas, Hermes, Polycarp, Clement, Ignatius, Justin, 
Irenaeus, Turtullian, Lactantius, Justin Martyr, 
Cypran, Hippolytus, Appolinarius, Methodius, Ne- 
pos and Melito were all premillennians. 

Origin was a man of unquestioned genius and 
learning, but was unsafe as a teacher and unsound 
as atheologian. “He taught that magic was a true 
and lawful science.” Hagenbach says: “He went 
so far that, contrary to general opinion, he did not 
even take from Satan all hope of future pardon.” 
Dr. Adam Clark says: “According to his plan of 
interpretation the Sacred Writings may be obliged 
to say anything, everything, or xothing, according 
to the fancy, peculiar creed or caprice of the inter- 
preter;” and that his “plan of interpreting the Divine 
Oracle is, in many respects, the most futile, absurd, 

and dangerous that can possibly be conceived.” 
Glassius says: “He (Origin) taught that the Scrip- 


16 The Lord’s Return. 


tures, in their literal sense, were worthless.” Span- 
heim says: “The genius of Origin was too luxuri- 
ant, and inclined to Allegory; and he fell into sev- 
eral doctrinal errors which afterwards supplied fuel 
to the flames of discord and produced deplorable. 
effects in the church.” Mosheim calls Origin’s sys- 
tem of interpretation “wild, fanciful, chimerical, 
mystical, licentious,” and declares that it “opened a 
secure retreat for all sorts of errors.” Milner said: 
“No man, not altogether unsound and hypocritical, 
ever injured the church of Christ more than Origin 
did.” Saurin said: “In spite of all his Greek and 
Hebrew he was a sorry philosopher and a very bad 
divine. The church has condemned his doctrine in 
the gross.” Martin Luther wrote: “Origin is to be 
avoided.” He was pronounced unsound by the 
Council of Constantinople. 

Origin was a very great and good man. The 
Emperor patronized him. Hence his influence was 
far-reaching. The times and circumstances were 
favorable, and his anti-millennium teaching was ex- 
tensively received, though not generally. The Lox- 
don Quarterly Fournal of Prophecy says: “It is 
obvious that nearly a century after the days of Ori- 
gin and Dionysius, Chiliastic doctrine was still truly 
the creed of the church, or at least the greater part 
of it. In this Council (Council of Nice, A. D., 325) 
it stands before us not only disassociated from her- 
esy, but opposed to it; nay, not only opposed to 
heresy, but united to what was sound and holy.” 
Mr. Brooks says: “The majority of the churches 
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must, at the period of this Council, have still held 
to the primitive method of interpretation.” Mede 
says: “Judge by this (notwithstanding fifty years’ 
opposition) how powerful the Chiliastic party yet 
was at the time of this Council.” Dr. Burnett says: 
“The millennial kingdom of Christ was the general 
doctrine of the primitive church from the times of 
the Apostles to the Council of Nice zzcluszvely.” 

But, as the “Dark ages” drew on, and the dark- 
ness deepened, “that blessed hope,” so faithfully 
proclaimed and ardently cherished by the early 
Church, was almost wholly lost sight of. There are 
sufficient evidential reasons why a corrupt and 
worldly church should deny this truth. During 
these long weary years about the only people who 
were loyal to the doctrines of grace, were the 
Waldenses and Paulikians. The church is glad to 
trace its line back, through these noble martyrs, to 
the times of the Apostles. They held to the 
imminency of our Lord’s return, as the primitive 
church. 

Of John Wickliff, “The Morning Star of the 
Reformation,” La Bas says: This celebrated Refor- 
mer, whose intimate acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures gained for him the title of the ‘Gospel 
Doctor,’ looked for no intervening period of Milen- 
nial blessedness to occur prior to the second advent 
of Christ, but instead regarded the Redeemer’s 
appearing as the object of the hope and constant 
expectation of the church of God.” 

The Reformers were of the same faith as to the 
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return of the Lord. A prominent post-millennial 
writer says: “The doctrine of Millennarianism, as held 
by the early church, though it fell into disrepute, 
and was lost during the dark ages, was revived 
again at the Reformation.” Spaulding observes, 
“At the Reformation, this doctrine was revived, and 
we may judge from the unreserved manner in which 
the Millennarian sentiments are expressed by pro- 
testant writers, that they were not thought new or 
doubtful.” Calvin said, “Morever, it must be held 
as a first principle that, ever since the appearing of 
Christ, there is nothing left to the faithful, but with 
wakeful minds to be always ready, intent on his 
second advent.” Also ‘‘The Scripture uniformly 
commands us to look forward with eager expecta- 
tion to the coming of Christ, and defers the crown 
of glory that awaits till that period ” Bishop Lat- 
timer said ‘‘I believe the Lord may come in my day, 
old asIam.” John Knox said “ We know that he 
shall return, and that with expedition.” Luther said 
“T ardently hope that amidst these internal dissen- 
sions on earth, Jesus Christ will hasten the day of 
his coming, and that he will crumble the whole 
universe into dust.” And ‘‘Our Lord Jesus Christ 
yet liveth and reigneth, who I firmly trust will 
shortly come and slay with the spirit of his mouth 
and destroy with the brightness of his coming the 
man of sin.” Melancthon held substantially the 
same views. 

Later on we find in the seventeenth century such 
grand and glorious men as Joseph Mede, Wm. Twiss, 
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Archbishop James Usher, John Milton, Jeremiah 
Taylor, Samuel Rutherford, John Bunyan, Matthew 
Henry and a host of illustrious cotemporaries., all 
pre-millennialists. 

In the eighteenth century we find a most illustri- 
ous company believing and proclaiming what even 
Daniel Whitby acknowledges was held by the “ best 
of Christians for 250 years as a tradition apostol- 
ical.” Sir Isaac Newton, Bengel, Philip Doddridge, 
Isaac Watts, Robert Hall, John Fletcher, Augustus 
Toplady, Wm. Cowper, Thomas Coke, Charles 
Wesley, and a host of others. There is no doubt 
but John Wesley held to the imminency of our 
Lord’s return. Doesnotthe following read like it? 
“T grant, suppose the Lord should delay His com- 
ing, it were meet and right to wait for His appear- 
ing, in doing, so far as thou hast power, whatsoever 
He hath commanded thee. But there is no neces- 
sity for making such a supposition. How knowest 
thou that He will delay? Perhaps He will appear, 
as the day-spring from on high, before the morning 
light. Oh, do not set Him a time; expect Him 
every hour. Now He is nigh, even at the door.” 
- In his comments on the Book of Revelation he says 
of “the events of the day of the Lord”: “ For the 
time of its beginning to be accomplished is near— 
even when St. John wrote. How much nearer to 
us is even the full accomplishment of this weighty 
prophecy.” In these same comments he also says: 
“We are very shortly to expect, one after another, 
the calamities occasioned by the second beast, the 
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harvest and the vintage; the pouring out of the 
vials, the judgment of Babylon, the last raging of 
the beast and his destruction; the imprisonment of 
Satan. How great things these! And how short 
the time!” Again: “In a short time those who 
assert that they (the thousand years) are now at 
hand will appear to have spoken the truth.” Of 
Satan’s binding, he says: “ This fulfillment ap- 
proaches nearer and nearer, and contains things of 
the utmost importance, the knowledge of which 
becomes every day more distinct and easy.” On 
Chapter xxii, 17, he says: “ The Spirit of adoption 
in the Bride, in the heart of every true believer, 
says with earnest desire and expectation, Come and 
accomplish all the words of this prophecy, etc. He 
that adds (to this book) all the plagues shall be 
added to him; he that takes from it, all the bless- 
ings shall be taken from him. And doubtless this 
guilt is incurred by all those who lay hinderances in 
the way of the faithful, which prevent them from 
hearing their Lord’s J come/ and answering, Come, 
Lord Jesus!” 

Geo. Whitefield entertained substantially the same 

views. He says in Matt. xxv, 1: ‘‘ Because he tar- 
ried for awhile to exercise the faith of his saints, and 
give sinners space to repent, scoffers are apt to cry 
out, ‘ where is the promise of his coming?’ but per- 
haps to-day, perhaps this midnight, the cry may be 
made. fi ti" Tet: that tery,.‘behold:) the, bride- 
groom cometh, be continually sounding in your 
ears, and begin now to live as though you were as- 
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sured this night you were to go forth to meet him.” 
He often in his sermons used the expressions, “in 
these last times,” ‘‘ in these last days,” ‘‘ scoffers of 
these last days,” and warned his hearers that, ‘‘ina 
little while,” or, ‘ere long,” and ‘‘ very shortly,” 
Christ would come. 

The associates of John Wesley in the Methodist 
movement were out and out premillenial in their 
faith and hope. Charles Wesley was, and is known, 
as the ‘‘ Millennial Poet.”” His songs abound with 
pre-millennial views. He literally wrote hundreds 
of such songs. The following are a few cullings 
from the many: 


Lo! He comes, with clouds descending, 
: Once for favored sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of His train, 
Hallelujah, 
God appears on earth to reign, 


Lift your heads, ye friends of Jesus, 
Partners in his patience here; 
Christ, to all believers precious, 
Lord of Lords, shall soon appear; 
Mark the tokens, 
Of his heavenly kingdom near, 


He comes! He comes! the Judge severe, 
The seventh trumpet speaks him near. 


Rejoice in glorious hope; 
Jesus the Judge shall come, 
And take his servants up 
To their eternal home; 
We Soon shall hear the archangel’s voice, 
The trump of God shall sound “Rejoice!” 
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Mightier joys ordained to know 
When thou com’st to reign below, 
We shall at thy side sit down, 
Partners of thy great white throne. 
Kings a thousand years with thee 
Kings to all eternity. 


To pray, and wait the hour, | 
That awful hour unknown, 
When robed in majesty and power, 
Thou shalt from heaven come down, 
The immortal Son of Man, 
To judge the human race, 
With all thy Father’s dazzling train 
With all thy glorious grace. 


O may we all be found 
Obedient to thy word, 
Attentive to the trumpets’ sound, 
And looking for the Lord. 


Jesus, dear redeeming Lord, 
I wait thy coming from above. 


Till Jesus in the clouds appear 
To saints on earth forgiven, 

And bring the great Sabbatic year 
The jubilee of heaven. 


Trusting in the literal Word, 

We look for Christ on earth again, 
Come, our everlasting Lord, 

With all thy saints to reign. 


John Fletcher, in his “Letter on the Prophecies,” 


dated 1775, refers to a certain “great and learned 
divine” who, with Sir Isaac Newton, held that “we 
are come to the last times,” and that Christ was. 
coming to destroy the wicked and raise the right- 
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eous dead a thousand years before the final judg- 
ment, whose opinion he indorsed, quoting him as 
saying, in Dan. 8th, that “the end,” in verse 19th, 
was the “end of God’s universal scheme, at the rev- 
elation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He concluded 
this letter thus: “ What a glorious prospect is this! 
Let us, then, often think of these words of our Lord, 
‘Behold I come quickly.’ ‘Blessed is he that mind- 
eth the sayings of this prophecy.’ Let us join ‘the 
Spirit and the Bride,’ who say, ‘Come.’ ‘Let him 
that heareth say, Come; and let him that is athirst 
come; for he that testifieth these things saith, surely 
Decome quickly. Amen: “even so, come; “Lord 
Jesus.’ ” : 

Thomas Coke was quite as pronounced in his 
premillennial views. Among other things on this 
subject, in his commentary, is this: “Near, even 
at the door, is the great day of judgment. The 
period of time that yet remains we know is short; 
how short who can tell! We ought to be in con- 
stant and hourly expectation of it. At the coming 
of Christ to avenge and deliver his faithful people, 
the faith of his coming will in a great measure be 
lost.” 

In addition to this long line of mighty men in 
the church of God, we find, in modern times, among 
the Continental and English schools of evangelicals, 
the following great scholars, every man an intel- 
lectual giant and premillennialist: Spencer, Baum- 
garten, Hahn, Delitzsch (the greatest Hebraist of 
the century), Hofman, Oehler, Kurtz, Auberlen, 
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Ebrarb, Christlieb, Leuthardt, Van Osterzee, Godet, 
Gaussen, Christinini, Volck (believed by many to be 
the most learned man of the present day), Koch, 
Chalmers, Irving, Begg, Wood, Faussett, Elliott, 
Alford, Ellicott, Tregelles, the Maitlands, the Bonars, 
Spurgeon (the greatest living preacher), and 
multitudes of others, less learned, perhaps, but not less 
devoted to the Church of God, all over the world. 

In addition to the testimony of these many mighty 
men, we have: — 


First. The following deliverance in the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith, chapter 33, section 3: 
“As Christ would have us certainly persuaded that 
there shall be a day of judgment, both to deter all 
men from sin and for the greater consolation of the 
godly in their adversity, so will he have that day 
unknown to men that they may shake off all carnal 
security and be always watchful because they know 
not at what hour the Lord will come, and may be 
ever prepared to say, come, Lord Jesus, come 
guickly.” Here is premillennialism pure and simple. 


Second. The last paragraph of the Savoy Con- 
fession of Faith is substantially the same as the 
above. 


Third. The Augsburg Confession, written by the 
great Melancthon, says Dr. Duffield, “disowns alto- 
gether a spiritual millennium before the coming of 
Christ.” It “condemns the Judaizing notion that 
prior to the resurrection of the dead the pious will 
engross the government of the world.” 
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Fourth. The Baptist Confession of Faith, 1660, 
says, among many other things on this subject: 
“That the same Lord Jesus who showed himself 
alive after his Passion, by many infallible proofs 
{Acts i, 3), which was taken up from his disciples 
and carried up into heaven (Luke xxiv, 51), shall 
so come in like manner as he was seen to go into 
heaven. (Acts i, 10, 11). And when Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, we shall also appear with him 
in Glory. (Col. iii, 4.) For then shall he be King 
of kings and Lord of Lords. (Rev. xix, 16.) For 
the kingdom is his, and he is the Governor among 
the nations (Psa. xxii, 28.), and king over all the 
earth (Zech. xiv, 9), and we shall reign with him on 
GHeyearthd.) 5 (Rev vill Es) 8 108i Mes MO he! trie 
umphing of the wicked is short and the joy of the 
hypocrite but for a moment.” 


v 

Fifth. The Book of Common Prayer of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church is in harmony with pre- 
millennialism; and the eighth article of the thirty- 
nine articles commends the NiceneCreed, which is 
strongly premillennial. 

It is thus clearly seen that the doctrine of our 
Lord’s personal return to the earth, as an imminent 
fact, is not a novelty of recent formulation, enter- 
tained by a few irresponsible impracticables, but is 
the “blessed hope” entertained by the most learned 
and pious of the church in all periods of its history, 
and explicitly taught in almost all the doctrinal deli- 
verances of the church of God. These facts do not 
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settle the question under consideration. They are 
of value, but the Word of God alone can settle the 
question. They ought, however, to be sufficient to 
influence every person who entertains anti-millen- 
nial views, who has not carefully searched the Scrip- 
tures to ascertain what they teach on this subject, 
to pursue such search with unbiased and unpreju- 
diced minds. 
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CHARPLERYIE: 


THE FACT OF HIS RETURN. 


Jesus Christ was once in human form upon this 
earth. This is a fact. Jesus Christ, in his physi- 
cal resurrected body of flesh and bones, forty days 
after he arose from the grave, ascended to the right 
hand of God the Father in the heavenly place. 
This is also a fact. Jesus Christ, in like fashion, is 
coming back to this earth. This is just as certainly 
a fact as the other two. There is substantially the 
same testimony, in evidence, to establish the one as 
the others. In John xiv, 1-3, we are informed that 
the Master said to his sorrowing disciples, as he was 
about to accomplish the days of his passion, “Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. In my father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And, if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am there ye 
may be also.” In Actsi, 10, 11, we are informed 
that, after Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, from 
the midst, and in the sight of his disciples, “while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven, as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in shining ap- 
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parel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven shall so 
come in like manner as you have seen him go into 
heaven:” In I Thess. iv, 16, we are told, “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first.’’ These three passages (and there are scores 
of similar ones) teach most explicitly the three facts 
indicated. If any one doubts that the Lord is to 
return, he may, with just as much consistency, doubt 
that he ever was here; or, being here, that he as- 
cended into the heavenlies, and is even now at the 
right hand of the Father. I conclude that this 
thought need not be amplified; for I presume that 
all who believe the sacred Scriptures believe Jesus 
Christ is coming back personally to the earth. 
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GHAR LEI IVa 


THE NATURE OF HIS RETURN. 


There are three theories held and advocated 
by some concerning the nature of the Lord’s re- 
turn, viz.: /zrvst. His coming again was a spiritual 
coming, and was consummated on the day of pen- 
tecost. Second. His coming again is a spiritual 
coming, and takes place when the repentant believ- 
ing sinner is regenerated. Third. His coming 
takes place at the death of the saint. Let us look 
at these theories in the light of the three Scriptural 
passages cited in the preceding chapter. 

First. Jesus said, “It is expedient for you that 
I (the second person of the triune God) go away, 
for if I go not away, the comforter—Faraclete (the 
third person of the triune God) will not come unto 
you.” John xvi, 7. Can it be anything else than 
wresting the Scriptures to one’s own hurt to say 
that Jesus referred to himself as the Paraclete whom 
he was to send unto the disciples? We are very 
sure it is only that. 

This promise was fulfilled on the day of pente- 
cost. (See Acts ii, 1-4.) In the three passages 
cited it is stated, specifically (1) that he shall “come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
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phe disciples ‘saw. him: taken. ipa sy a into 
heaven” in his resurrected body, the same that was 
“born of a woman, born under the law” (Gal. iv, 4), 
a body of flesh and bones (Luke xxiv, 39). He 
did not thus return on the day of pentecost—he was 
not so seen by his disciples. There would be just 
as much sense in saying white is black, and it would 
be just as easy to prove it to an unprejudiced mind; 
and (2) immediately on the return of the Lord the 
sleeping [dead] saints are raised from their graves, 
and the living saints translated, and caught up 
together with the resurrected ones, in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air, to be ever with him. 
It is altogether ridiculous and extremely absurd to 
say these things took place on the day of pentecost. 
We know they did not. 

Besides all this, the greater part of Scripture tes- 
timony concerning the return of the Lord was given 
subsequently to the day of pentecost; and, more 
than sixty years after the descent of the Holy Spirit 
the Lord Jesus, yet absent in the heavenlies, where 
Stephen saw him (see Acts vii, 56), sends back to 
the earth this prayer for the use of his disciples, 
‘ven so come Lord Jesus.” (Rev. xxii, 20.) 

So we see there is absolutely no warrant in Scrip- 
ture whatever to believe Christ’s promised return 
was fulfilled on the day of pentecost. 

Second. The regenerating work of God in the 
soul of the repentant, believing sinner is accom- 
plished by the Holy Spirit, on the ground of what 
Jesus Christ did at the cross in dying for our sins, 
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and, subsequently, at the tomb, in rising for our 
justification. (See John iii, 5; vi, 63; 2d Cor. iii, 
Gh Rom, vit; 3: Litus iil, 5-7.) Lhe ‘Holy: Spirit 
has been on the earth since the day of pentecost, 
“to convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment” (John xvi, 8); to regenerate the 
‘believing sinner, and to guide believers into all 
truth. (John xvi, 13-15.) Therefore, to say that 
the Lord Jesus returns from glory in the regenera- 
tion of each believer is ridiculous. Regeneration is 
accomplished by the third person of the triune God, 
who is already here and has been since pentecost. 
I have heard a very great many persons recite the 
story of their conversion to God, and not a few of 
them, in doing so, have indulged in much poetic 
license; but I have yet to hear the first one say that 
when they were regenerated, they saw Jesus descend 
from heaven, even as he went up—could see his 
body of flesh and bones, with the nail prints in 
hands and feet and spear-thrust in his side, all with 
their natural eyes, even as the witnessing disciples 
saw him ascend from Olivet; or, that the dead saints 
were all raised and together with the living saints 
were caught up in the clouds, to be forever with 
the Lord. Any one claiming that these things took 
place when they were regenerated is a fit subject 
for an insane hospital. And yet the Word of God 
declares that all these and many more wonderful 
and thrilling things shall take place upon the return 
of the Lord. . 

Third. The one text that is used more than any 
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“other for funeral sermons (and there is none better) 
is this: “Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” 
(Matt. xxiv., 44.) But, usually the Son of man 
is interpreted to be death. The holy Scrip- 
ture say he is life. See John xiv, 6; xi, 25: 1 Jno. 
v, 12, etc.) Such interpretors say Jesus comes 
for our spirits at death. The Bible says: “And the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” (Eccl. 
xii, 7.) The martyr Stephen said with his expiring 
breath: “Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” (Acts vii, 
59.) He had but just declared that he saw Jesus 
“standing on the right hand of God (verse 56). 
They say yes, the spirit does return to God, but 
Jesus comes after it to conduct or bear it to him. 
Paul evidently had no such idea; he said, “I havea 
desire to depart and to be with Christ.” (Phil. i, 23.) 

But this matter is settled most emphatically by 
Jno. xxi, 21-23: “Peter seeing him (John), saith to 
Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith 
unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee? Follow thou me. Then went this saying 
abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should 
not die; yet Jesus said not unto him he shall not 
die; but, If I will that he tarry till 1 come, what is 
that to thee?” The disciples said right away, John 
won't die, because Jesus has told Peter, “If 1 will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?’ So 
the coming of the Lord, in the minds of the dis- 
ciples, was the very antithesis of death, as indeed 
it is. 
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Beside all this we know that the Lord does not 
return, in visible bodily form, to the earth, when 
each saint dies. We know that the dead saints are 
not raised from their graves, and all the living 
saints translated, each time a saint dies. Such 
an idea is most ridiculous and absurd. And yet 
these and many other thrilling scenes will transpire 
contemporaneously with our Lord’s return. By these 
facts we know that the Lord does not return at the 
death of the saint; but, at death, the saint as to 
spirit and soul, departs to be with Christ, and his 
body goes into the dust, there to remain until “the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first, and 
we which are alive and remain (so it is evident that 
one generation of saints shall not die) shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the 
Bord,’ (1 Thess: iv; 10-17.) 

Dr. David Brown, acknowledged by many to ve 
the ablest postmillennial writer, says : ‘‘To put the 
expectation of one’s own death in the place of Christ’s 
appearing, is to dislocate a beautiful jointing of di- 
vine truth, to destroy one of its finest collocations.”’ 

The learned Dean Alford once said, if you spirit- 
ualize all these statements, “There’s an end of all 
significance of language, and the Scripture is wiped 
out as a definite testimony to anything.” 

Bishop Merrill in his postmillennial book says: 
‘« The second coming of Christ is his coming into the. 
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sight of men on earth, so that his presence may be 
known and felt as sensibly as when he lived in Gal- 
ilee, or walked about in Judea. * * * He shall 
come as he went. He went up personally, bodily, 
literally, visibly. He went up in a cloud with the 
angels, and he shall so come in like manner. He 
must, therefore, come personally, bodily, literally, 
visibly; he must come in a cloud with the angels.” 

So we conclude that his second coming is not 
spiritual, but a real, literal, personal and future com- 
ing; and “to those who look for him, will he appear 
a second time without (apart from) sin unto salva- 
tion.”’ Heb. ix, 28. 
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GHAPLER N. 


HIS RETURN IMMINENT. 


The word Millennium is of Latin derivation. J///e, 
a thousand, and auuus, ayear. It is applied to the 
one thousand years mentioned in Rev. xx chap., 
during which satan is bound in the bottomless pit, 
and righteousness and peace will prevail throughout 
the earth. The premillennialist believes that Christ 
will come before this period; the postmillennialists 
believe he will come after. 

We are not left in ignorance as to what should be 
the attitude of the church during the time of her 
Lord’s absence. The parable of the ten virgins 
(Matt. xxv, I-13) indicates, very clearly, that she 
should believe his return to be imminent. Is not the - 
bride taught to have her lamps trimmed and burn- 
ing, and commanded to ‘Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day, nor the hour, wherein the son 
of man cometh.” In Luke 12, 35-40, we find the 
following: ‘‘ Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto men 
that wait for their Lord, when he will return from 
the wedding, that when he cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him immediately. Blessed are 
those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh, 


36 The Lord’s Return. 


shall find watching; verily, I say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to 
meat, and will come forth and serve them. And if 
he shall come in the second watch, or come in the 
third watch, and find them so, blessed are those ser- 
vants. And this know, that if the good man of the 
house had known what hour the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and not have suffered his 
house to be broken through. Be ye therefore ready 
also, for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye 
think not.” 

In Mark xiii, 34-37, we find the case put in this 
fashion: ‘‘For the Son of man is as a man taking a 
far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to 
his servants, and to every man his work, and com- 
manded the porter to watch; watch ye therefore, 
(for ye know not when the master of the house com- 
eth, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, 
or in the morning), lest coming suddenly, he find you 
sleeping. And what I say unto you, I say unto all. 
Watch!” In Matt. xxiv, 42 and 44, we find the case 
thus stated: ‘‘Watch therefore, for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come: »*°° *. "> #- Wherefore 
be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh.” In1 Thess., v, 6— 
‘Therefore let us not sleep, as do others, but let us 
watch and be sober.” , 

What is the significance of these Scriptures, if it is 
not that the Lord may come at any moment? The 
Lord said we ‘‘know neither the day norhour.”” The 
mistake Wm. Miller made was in indicating the time. 
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Postmillennalists are doing the same. If the millen- 
nium were to begin to-day, I would know it, and I 
would then know the Lord will be here one thousand 
years hence. Is it possible that the thrilling and 
appalling events mentioned in Rev. xx, I-4, as in- 
troductory to the millennium, could transpire with- 
out our knowledge of it? Itrow not. Ifthe post- 
millennialists are right, then I know the Lord will 
not come for more than a thousand years yet, and 
consequently not in my day. How could I be in- 
duced to watch for an event that I know will not 
take place.in my time. What sense would there be 
in telling me to watch, as the word of God does over 
and over again, for an event that I know is more 
than one thousand years in the future? God does 
not thus treat his children. 

Some of our postmillennial brethren seek to turn 
the force of thisScriptural injunction to watch, so of- 
ten repeated, by saying, ‘‘have not more than eigh- 
teen hundred years rolled by since the Lord spake 
these words? and yet he has not come.” This is tanta- 
mount to saying that his word of promise is not good, 
because of his delay; or, that it was necessary for him 
to return immediately, in order that his promise, “I 
will come again,” might be good. If the lapse of 
eighteen hundred years invalidates the promise, why 
not eighteen days? No, the lapse of eighteen hun- 
dred years, nor eighteen million centuries would not 
make it impossible that the Lord may come at any 
moment. The promise is sure, and the passing of 
these eighteen centuries has only brought us so 
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much nearer the glorious event. With the Father 
are the times and the seasons; and ‘‘one day is with 
the Lord as athousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day.” 2 Peter iii, 8. The Lord knew what 
some would say on this point, andso he speaks these 
words, that they do well to prayerfully contemplate: 

“ But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, 
My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to 
smite /zs fellow servants, and to eat and drink with 
the drunken, the lord of that servant shall come in 
a day when he looketh not for 4zm, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint zm his portion with the hypocrites: 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Matt. xxiv, 48-51. 

“ Knowing this first, that there shall come in the 
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation.” 
2 Peter, His 5 4s 

A post-millenial friend of mine once said to me: 
“You are watching for the Lord’s return. Iam not. 
You will be disappointed. I will not be, because 
He will not come in our day.” I replied, There is 
another point at which we differ, viz.: I am doing 
just what God commands us to do; and you are liv- 
ing in known, willful and persistent disregard of the 
explicit command of God. 

There are honest inquirers after truth among our 
post-millenial brethren who, of late, are recognizing 
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the force of these commands, which indicate what 
is the proper attitude of the Church during the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit; and, still desiring to cling 
to their post-millenial views, are saying, “ We are 
now in the millenium; and since we don’t know how 
long we have been in it, it may close at any mo- 
ment; therefore His coming is imminent.” But 
such a millenium! And the devil is bound and in 
the abyss. Well,what I would like to know is, if the 
devil is in “the bottomless pit,” 


‘* Who is doing the kind of work 
The devil used to do? ” 


And, 


‘¢ Who shall be held responsible 
For the everlasting row, 
To be heard in home, and Church and State, 
To the earth’s remotest bound, 
If the devil, in all the world’s extent, 
Is nowhere to be found?” 


That any man should entertain such a view only 
indicates how entirely indefensible the post-millenial 
theory is on Scripture grounds. 
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CHAPTER: VI. 


THE CONVERSION OF THE WORLD. 


But, some inquire, “ Do not the Scriptures teach 
that the world is to be converted?” JI answer, Not 
by a single word! But how about these prophecies? 

“Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession.” Psalm ii, 8. 

“ The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 

_ leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fattling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed: their young ones shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka- 
trice’s den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
Isa. xi, 6-9. 

“But this shall be the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel: After those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and 
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they shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord, for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their in- 
iquity, and I will remember their sins no more.” 
Teteex xxl, 33, 34. 

“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the sil- 
ver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the summer threshing 
floors; and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them: and the stone that smote 
the image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth... Dan: ti, 35. 

I answer that premillennialists believe in the literal 
fulfillment of them. They believe in a millennium 
during which the devil is really bound, with nothing 
to “hurt nor destroy in all my holy mcuntain,” when 
“the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.’’ Not the sort 
of millennium some think we are in now. Not even 
a millennium where Christian principles will domin- 
ate the civil governments of earth, as some post-mil- 
ennialists claim; but a millennium where all bow to 
the mild sway of the sceptre of the king of heaven. 
The postmillennialist holds that the Church is to 
march forward in its conquests until the world is 
converted, or, at least dominated by the principles 
of the doctrines of Christ, and thus shall these 
prophecies be fulfilled. The premillennialists be- 
lieve that through the Church, by the preaching 
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of the Gospel, all who are to be saved during this dis- 
pensation, will be, by accepting Christ as Savior; and 
then, when God’s purposes in grace for this dispensa- 
tion are accomplished, Christ comes to catch his bride 
away to save her from the fires of the great tribulation, 
at the end of which time he returns with his bride to 
judge the world in righteousness and destroy the anti- 
christ and his armies, the man of sin “with the 
brightness (epzphaneza,) of his coming (parousia).” 
2 Thess. ii, 8. A careful contextual examination 
of the above mentioned and similar prophecies, will 
reveal the fact that their fulfillment will be accom- 
plished by terrible judgments. For instance: the 
things prophecied of in Psa. ii, 8, are thus intro- 
duced in the following verse: “Thou shalt break 
them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potter’s vessel: (Psa. ii, 9.) The con- 
text to Isa. xi, 6-9 indicates the same thing: “But 
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and 
he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 
wicked ‘+ Isa./xi,'4.. Jer. xxx1,°33,.34, has: reference 
to Israeland Judah only, as the context clearly shows: 
‘‘ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah; not according to the cov- 
enant that I made with their fathers, in the day that 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, 
although I was a husband unto them, saith the Lord.” 
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(etexxui,' 31,32): The™ stone ‘cut>.out of ithe 
mountain in Dan. ii, 35, that shall ultimately fill 
the whole earth, smites the feet of the image (the 
image represents the world powers) and dashes it to 
pieces and it becomes “like the chaff of the summer 
threshing floors,” and so on of the rest of these 
prophecies to the last. 

Dr. Chalmers was once lecturing to some students 
on the closing scenes of this dispensation. As he 
was nearing the conclusion of the lecture he was 
interrupted and compelled to leave hastily in answer 
to an imperative summons. As he gathered his hat 
and coat hurriedly in leaving, he said: “Young gen- 
tlemen, think as you will about these matters, one 
thing is absolutely certain, the dispensation of the 
Spirit will close with a smash.” 

Bute how about, Phil: ‘it, (10; res “Thats atthe 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of ¢hzugs in 
heaven, and ¢zmgs in earth, and ¢hzmgs under the 
earth; and ¢kat every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ zs Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” Is the bowing of the knee and confessing 
that Jesus is Lord equivalent to salvation? If so, 
then the “final restorationists” are right when, chiefly 
upon the testimony of these verses, they claim that 
not only all the inhabitants of earth shall at last be 
found among the “blood-washed throng” in heaven, 
but of hell also, together with the devil and all 
demons. But they are not right, for this Scripture 
teaches no such thing. The time is coming when 
the devil and all his imps, and all atheists, infidels, 
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and blasphemers will be obliged to kneel and “con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father;” when “he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of him” (Rev. i, 7), even though they do it upon 
the red-hot marl pavement of hell; but it will avail 
them naught; they shall continue to wail. 

The Word of God does not teach that the world 
is to be converted. It teaches, most explicitly, that 
it will not be. Let it speak for itself as to what will - 
be the condition of affairs when he shall return: 

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days 
that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not 
until the flood came and took them all away; so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matt. 
XXIV, 37-39. 

Surely no one will claim that the world was con- 
verted in the days of Noah. Yet as it was then, so 
shall it be when Christ returns. 

“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
_ planted, they builded. But the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from 
heaven, and destroyed ¢hem all. Even thus shall it 
be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.” 
Luke xvii, 28-30. 

Sodom didn’t look much like jt was converted in 
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Lot’s time. No more will the world be when Christ 
is revealed. See Jude, verse seventh. 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, in- 
continent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; having a form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away.” 2 Tim. ili, 1-5. 

Here is an explicit description of the condition of 
affairs immediately preceding the advent of the 
Lord; but we find nothing at all resembling a con- 
verted world in the narrative. 

“Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field. But while men slept 
his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 
and went his way. But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. So the servants of the householder came and 
said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 
thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said 
unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants 
said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather 
them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather. 
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until the harvest: and in 
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
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ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles 
to burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn.” 
Matt. xiii, 24—30. 

“Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went 
into the house; and his disciples came unto him, 
saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of 
the field. He answered and said unto them, He 
that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; the 
field is the world; the good seed are the children of 
the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the world, and the 
reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the 
end of this world.” (age) Matt. xiii, 36—40. 

This parable, and the Lord’s own interpretation of 
it, leaves no doubt whatever but that when he returns 
there will be multitudes of unsaved people on the 
earth—tares growing together with the wheat. 

If the parable of the ten virgins represents the 
professing church, half of it will be found unregen- 
erated when the Lord returns, and the other half 
asleep. The exegetes are pretty well agreed that 
“leaven,” in the Scriptures, signifies corruption, and 
the kingdom of heaven the professing church, in 
part. If these conclusions be true in every other 
case, why not in Matt. xiii, 33? “Another parable 
spake he unto them: The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, till the whole was leav- 
ened.” In this case this passage would signify 
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that corrupting influences will work in the visible 
church until the whole is corrupted. Is not such 
interpretation justified by the question of the unjust 
Judge. “Howbeit when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith (the faith) on the earth?” (Luke 
xviii, 8, R. Vv.) Do not the sixth and nineteenth 
chapters of Revelation, inclusively, justify such 
interpretation? Has not this view of the case 
already come to pass once? Was not the profess- 
ing church as corrupt as satan could ever wish it to 
be for nearly a thousand years? Is man, naturally, 
any better that this condition of affairs should not 
occur again? 

John Calvin said—‘“There is no reason why any 
person should expect the conversion of the world: 
for at length (when it will be too late, and will yield 
them no advantage), they shall look on him whom 
they have pierced.” 

Martin Luther said—“ Some say that before the 
last day the world shall become Christian. This 
is a falsehood forged by satan that he might darken 
sound doctrine.” 

John Knox said—“ The Lord Jesus shall come 
and that with expedition! What were this else 
but to reform the face of the whole earth, which 
never was, nor yet shall be, until that righteous king 
and judge appear for the restitution of all things.” 

John Fletcher in his “Letter on the Prophecies,” 
supposed to be addressed to John Wesley, said— 
“ Give me leave here, Rev. Sir, to propose to you 
a thing that many will look upon as a great paradox, 
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but has yet sufficient ground in Scripture to raise 
the expectation of every Christian who sincerely 
looks for the coming of the Lord—I mean the great 
probability, that in the midst of this grand revolu- 
tion which will destroy Rome, our Lord, Jesus will 
suddenly come down from heaven, and go himself 
conquering. and to conquer: "2." 2 sah Nay, oe 
apostle goes a great deal further, for in the same 
chapter: 2 Thess. ii, he assures us that the Lord 
will destroy the man of sin by the brightness of his 
presence.’ Can anything be plainer?” 

Bishop Merrill says—“But will every living soul 
be converted? We dare not assume this. The 
universal spread of the Gospel neither implies the 
removal of depravity from human nature nor the 
submission of every sinner to the sway of divine 
grace.” 

The progress of Christianity (and it has been 
wonderful) is made a great deal of by those who 
preach the unscriptural doctrine of converting the 
entire world, especially when they want to take a 
missionary collection. They say, “the Christian 
church started eighteen hundred years ago with 
twelve members, and now it has 430,000,000, Pre- 
serving this ratio of increase a few years longer and 
the entire world will be Christian. 

As to the 430,000,000 of Christians, 190,000,000 
of these are Roman Catholics, 80,000,000 are Greek > 
Catholics, 30,000,000 belong to the Armenian 
church, 30,000,000 to the high and formal wing of 
the Lutheran body, which is very little, if any, less 
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formal and worldly than Rome. That there are 
many real, earnest Christians among these millions, 
no sensible person can doubt. Nor ean it be 
doubted that the very large majority of these know 
nothing whatever of the regenerating work of the 
Spirit. Protestantism is very properly sending mis- 
sionaries among them, and thus treats them as 
heathen. And yet our friends who desire to make 
a great show reckon them every one to be Christian. 

But how about the remaining 100,000,000? Every 
one of them Christian, say these brethren. Does 
any honest, observing, thoughtful person believe 
that one-half of them are? There are scores and 
hundreds of churches belonging to Protestant bodies, 
with hundreds of members each upon their rolls, 
that can scarcely muster a “corporal’s guard” fora 
prayer-meeting or an evangelizing movement; that 
in their spirit and mission bear no more resemblance 
to the church of Jesus Christ, as presented to us in 
the Word of God, than night is like day; in which 
the Gospel of the grace of God is not preached and 
the work of grace not done. God speaks thus of 
them in his Word: “Having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof.” (2 Tim. iii, 5.) 
“I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livest, and art dead.” (Rev. iii, 1.) When the Lord 
comes, many preachers, even, will be found false to 
their calling, “blind leaders of the blind.” “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 


50 The Lord’s Return. 


works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
Matt. vii, 22, 23. 

So we know that the church itself is not wholly 
Christian. I don’t believe there are 100,000,000 of 
Christians, persons born from above, in the world 
to-day. I doubt if there are 60,000,000. It is not 
right to say there are 430,000,000 of Christians in 
the world when we know there are not anything 
like such a number, even though it be for the most 
worthy purpose of raising funds for the missionary 
cause. 

He would be a very sanguine man who would say 
2,000,000 of persons were saved during the year 
1886, great as have been the triumphs of the gospel. 
We have good reasons for believing that the earth’s 
population has increased, during that time, about 
20,000,000. Ifthis be true, and it is, approximately, 
there were 12,000,000 of unsaved people more on 
the earth at the close than at the beginning of the 
year. 

Again, about one hundred years have elapsed 
since the ‘‘foreign” mission work was inaugurated. 
About 3,000,000 of converts have been made in this 
work, But, during this time the population of 
heathen lands has increased about 200,000,000. We 
see by these facts, that for every convert made to 
Christ, seventy additional heathen have come upon 
the scene. 

But, it is asked, will not the recital of such facts 
militate against the work of the church? I answer, 
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most emphatically, No! Does it militate against a 
patient for the physician to take a correct diagnosis 
of the case? I ask, rather, does it not militate against 
the cause to withhold important facts and utter un- 
truths? I believe it does. The Church, instead of 
blowing and boasting of her achievements, needs to 
get down on her face before God. A knowledge of 
the situation is more likely to bring her there than a 
suppression of facts, and any misrepresentations to 
which we can resort. 

All along the centuries the Church has dreamt of 
earthly conquests. Rome, particularly, has been 
thus afflicted. The Greek, Lutheran and English 
churches lean that way. “The Denominations,” as 
they increase in wealth and social influence, are more 
and more given to the same thing. 

The Church, at one time, dominated civil govern- 
ments, and then plunged headlong into the ‘‘dark 
ages.” Just as Rome has come to the front in civil 
affairs, has she become corrupt and unchristlike. 

But, should the world become Christian, what 
Church shall rule? Rome responds, I. The Greek 
Church objects; the Lutheran protests; and the Eng- 
lish Church insists upon it that it is commissioned of 
God to this end. Our Methodist brethren say we 
are to conquer. The Baptists won't consent. Nor, 
will they both unite on the Presbyterian Church. If 
they should, the Congregationalists will protest, and 
so on to the end of the chapter. There can be no 
millennium as long as these different organizations 
exist as such. For they mean divisions’and dissen- 
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sions, and strife for the supremacy. How can any 
one believe they will be merged into one organiza- 
tion until the Lord comes to establish his kingdom 
visibly? 

But suppose such a spirit of confraternity would 
come, somehow, to possess all the different bodies 
called Christian, that they would unite in one eccle- 
siastical body, does any one believe that the members 
would all “see eye to eye?” and, that there would 
be no scheming as to what should be the name of the 
organization, and nature and form of its government? 
and no wire-pulling or strife as to who should be the 
chief man in the synagogue? 

There is not on the earth a single church society, 
where the pastor, officers, choir, and members, are 
all of one mind respecting even the affairs of the 
church. The thing is not possible in this earthly 
life. “That which is flesh is flesh.” Why, even 
“The Brethren,” who object to churches and pastors, 
are sub-divided into a dozen kinds; and I know of 
prominent, so-called “holiness people,” who have fal- 
len out with one another, by the way. No, there 
will be divisions and dissensions among us until the 
Lord comes; and it is both unreasonable and unscrip- 
tural to expect one government under the whole 
heaven, until the wicked one, and all rebels against 
the Government of God, are put out of the way, and 
the Lord’s people have received their resurrection 
bodies. 

But, it is again asked, won't this view of the case 
paralyze the cause of missions? What! paralyze the 
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cause of truth to know the truth! Out on such a 
thought! surely it will work otherwise. Even post- 
millennial writers, such as Dr. David Brown and 
Bishop Merrill acknowledge the power of a belief in 
the imminency of our Lord’s return, in inciting men 
to zeal in the Master’s work. I believe there is not 
a person to be found, who is opposed to the cause of 
“foreign” missions, who is not a post-millennialist, if 
he has any views, whatever, on the subject of our 
Lord’s return. I believe this, because I have never 
met or heard tell of a person holding premillennial 
views, who was not out and out in favor of evangel- 
izing the heathen at home and abroad. Where can ten 
post-millennialists be found who are doing so much 
for the foreign mission work as Charles Spurgeon, 
Grattain Guinness, George Muehler and Hudson 
Taylor? These four brethren are pronounced premil- 
lennialists. I have ascertained from some consider- 
able personal observation in the foreign mission field, 
and from inquiries of many returned missionaries, 
that a great majority of laborers in those distant 
fields, are premillennialists. After preaching on this 
subject once, a lady, who had just returned from 
fourteen years labor in China, came to me and thank- 
ed me for my testimony, and then said: “All the 
converts in our part of the foreign field are premil- 
lennalists.” I inquired how it came to be so? She 
replied, “They have no book but the Bible to study 
this subject from.” At the college conference at 
Northfield, Massachusetts, in 1886, the chairman, D. 
L. Moody, and all the teachers being out and out 
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premillennialists, 98 students out of about 240 pres- 
ent, became so aroused to the importance of the 
work in the foreign field, that they offered themselves 
for that work. Only 38 of them had before thought 
to do so. The number has been increased to about 
2,200 during the year, through the collegiate inter- 
visitation plan adopted by that conference. 

Besides, all evangelists, with the fewest excep- 
tions, are premillennialists. 

There is, in the nature of the case, no greater in- 
centive to missionary and evangelistic work than a 
belief that the Master may at any moment “rise up 
and * * * shut to the door.” The steward who 
believes that his Master may come, at any moment, 
and reckon with him, that he may “be no longer 
steward,” is certainly most likely to be watchful and 
diligent. 

Let it be said here, in passing, that there is no 
work the church has ever prosecuted, that has 
brought such glorious returns, and is so big with 
promise of blessed things, as the foreign missionary 
work. It is yet, I believe, to re-kindle the fires on 
the home altars, whenever burning low, throughout 
Christendom, if they are ever to be re-kindled. 
“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and 
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty. (Prov. xi, 24.) 

Let it also be said that there is nothing, save the 
word of inspiration, so convincing, that the church 
of God is a divine institution, and “that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against her,” as that she has 
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lived and accomplished so much, to the glory of God, 
despite the formality, worldliness, ignorance and 
schisms that have marred her beauty and hindered 
her progress. She shall yet look “forth as the morn- 
ing, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army with banners.” (S.S. vi, 10.) 

But, while this is so, it should not be forgotten 
that the Word of God, nowhere, by a single sen- 
tence, intimates that the world is to be converted. 
It does, however, teach that, “ This Gospel of the 
Kingdom shall be preached in all the world (Greek, 
inhabited earth), for a witness (testimony) unto all 
nations, and then shall the end come.” (Matt. xxiv, 
14.) But the Spirit tells us that this very thing was 
done within twenty-six years after the ascension of 
the Lord, when by His servant, Paul, he said: 

“Tf ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and de not moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, awd which was preached to 
every creature which is under heaven, whereof I, 
Paul, am made a minister.” Col. i, 23. 

Since this was written, there is nothing to be 
done, so far as we know, that God has declared 
must be done, before His return. 
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CHAPTER Vili 


IS THE WORLD GETTING BETTER? 


The above question is often asked. I answer, 
Yes! and, No! If by “the world” is meant the 
mass of the earth’s population, I answer, Yes! I 
believe there are more churches in the world to-day; 
more Gospel agencies employed; more Christians 
(save possibly in the early part of the third century); 
more pure Gospel preaching (the while there is more 
error promulgated); more educational, benevolent, 
and elevating agencies at work (the direct and indi- 
rect result of the Gospel of the Son of God), than 
ever before. In this sense, this is the best day the 
world has yet seen.” 

If there is meant by “the world“ what the Bible 
means, lanswer, No! The Holy Scriptures recog- 
nize but three classes of persons, viz.: The Jews, 
the Church, and the “ world that lieth in wicked- 
ness.’ These are never confounded in the Word of 
God. According to the Holy Scriptures, the world 
will wax worse and worse unto the end. The fol- 
lowing are a few of many passages on the subject: 

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
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speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron.“ 1 Tim. iv, I, 2. 

“ But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” 2 Tim. 
ili, 13. 

“But, beloved, remember ye the words which 
were spoken before of the Apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; how that they told you there should 
be mockers in the last time, who should walk after 
their own ungodly lusts. These be they who sepa- 
rate themselves, sensual, having not the spirit.” 
Jude, 17-19. 

But it is alleged that far greater atrocities were 
committed in the early part of the present era than 
in these times. This I do not believe. Of course 
this is a question that can never be settled to the 
satisfaction of everybody. However, it may be 
profitable to draw a few contrasts. But before doing 
so, let me insist upon it that the standard of judg- 
ment indicated in the Scriptures, “ Unto whomso- 
ever much is given, of him shall be much required,” 
(Luke xii, 48), shall be observed. The greater 
light, intelligence and refinement of our boasted 
civilization makes the same offense, committed by a 
lot of pagans and barbarians centuries ago, the more 
heinous and inexcusable. 

The massacre of the innocents by Herod’s order 
is cited as a case that cannot be repeated in these 
days. But Herod is out-Heroded by the acta of the 
world’s so-called first society, in so-called Christian 
lands. Said society has decreed that maternity is 
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unfashionable; and, as a result, one thousand inno- 
cents are murdered every year, in these lands, to 
one murdered in obedience to Herod’s decree. 

The cruel persecutions and slaughter under the 
early Roman Emperors, more especially under the 
Neronian despotism, has not been repeated in these 
times, nor can they be, say some. Even now I hear 
of similar atrocities being perpetrated in the interior 
of Africa, at the command of a despot no more or 
less barbaric than was Nero. But the Word of God 
tells us plainly, that more fearful atrocities, by far, 
than the Neronian, will befall God’s people in the 
last days. Here is the testimony: 

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel, the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand.) Then let them that be in Judea flee into 
the mountains: let him which is on the house-top 
not come down to take anything out of his house: 
neither let him which is in the field return back to 
take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with 
child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, 
neither on the sabbath day: for then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And 
except those days should be shortened, there should 
no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those 
days shall be shortened. Matt. xxiv, 15-22. 

Thus the Word of God settles this part of the ques- 
tion. Also the tortures of the Inquisition, though 
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they are not to be placed upon a plane with the 
Neronian persecutions, as they were committed by 
the Church of Jesus Christ, so-called (Roman Cath- 
olic), which is no more tolerant and Christlike now, 
but reckoned to be Christian, to the last member, 
by all well regulated optimists. 

What government was ever more corrupt than 
that of the United States, at the present time, judg- 
ing by the statements of the secular press? And 
we have good reasons for believing that not a 
tithe of the “ boodle” transactions and other cor- 
rupt practices among those in official position are 
ever exposed. 

Whenever among civilized or uncivilized people 
was the world’s society so immoral and rotten as 
now? Did Sodom ever produce anything more 
damnable than the recent disclosures made by the 
Pall Mall Gazette, of London, in English society? 
In almost every city of any considerable size in the 
civilized world, professional procurors and procur- 
esses abound, who make a traffic of virtue in a man- 
ner that, by comparison, would give a measure of 
respectability to the slave markets of Constanti- 
nople. 

Don't -we all know that intemperance is appall- 
ingly upon the increase? The ever rapidly-increas- 
ing manufacture and consumption of intoxicating 
liquor makes it very certain that this is so. Don’t 
we all know that “John Barleycorn” comes more 
nearly dominating the civil and social affairs in the 
United States than Christian principles? Does he 
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not dictate nearly all the laws that would affect 
him, directly or indirectly ? Does he not override 
whatever laws he pleases? The Congress of the 
United States can’t put him out of the Capitol 
building. Haven’t they tried it more than once? 
and isn’t the cursed bar still there? Why don’t the 
United States Government collect the millions of 
dollars due it on the whisky tax? It don’t; it never 
will. The whisky pool, at Washington, is too big; 
they have too much money. John Barleycorn con- 
trols nearly all the elections and pretty much all the 
politics in the United States. He has laid his ruth- 
less and unpitying hand upon nearly all commerce 
and trade; and his dark shadow is flung across the 
threshold of nearly every home in the land. When 
were these things ever so certainly and extensively 
true as now? And all this in a so-called Christian 
land, in the face of the heroic and persistent efforts 
of the great army of Christian and other temper- 
ance people. 

Were public and commercial trusts, in the United 
States, so extensively betrayed fifty years ago, in 
proportion to population and the monetary transac- 
tions of the land, as now? 

Whenever in the history of civilized nations was 
crime so prevalent and lawlessness so alarmingly 
general? Let the records answer. 

How about the desecration of the Lord’s day? 
Twenty-five years ago a Sunday railway train was 
scarcely heard of. But now nine-tenths of the rail- 
roads in the United States use Sunday as “clearing- 
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up day”—doing more work on that day than any 
other of the week. There are thousands of profess- 
ing Christians who have no conscience about riding 
on the cars on Sunday, and thus keep thousands of 
the employés of these corporations from the house 
of worship, and deprive them of the rest God de- 
signed every living creature should have, who 
wouldn’t have thought of doing such a thing a 
dozen years ago. 

Twenty-five years ago a Sunday issue of a secular 
newspaper was a rare thing. Now, there is not a 
score, of the hundreds of leading morning newspa- 
pers in the land, that do not issue a Sunday edition, 
which is quite twenty-five per cent. larger than that 
of any other day of the week. Thousands upon 
thousands of professing Christians, who a few years 
ago would spend the early hours of the Lord’s day 
reading God’s Holy Word and in meditating upon 
eternal verities, and be by these means prepared to 
enter upon the worship of the assembly of the saints, 
now spend these hours in reading in the Sunday 
secular papers the reports of the commercial trans- 
actions and society and political events of the day 
before; and the appalling record of crime and shame 
that these enterprising papers have been able, by 
their great “ Muck Rates,” to gather from the gut- 
ters and slums of the earth; and, with their minds 
filled with such things, they go—some of them—to 
Church, and if the minister gives the congregation 
the “ heavenly manna,” they have no appetite for 
it, and insist that the sermon was very stupid, dull 
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and long, and we must have a new minister, one 
who is abreast of the times, who has a new theol- 
ogy, and will preach upon the practical subjects of 
the day. A result of this is, the faithful minister 
preaches to empty pews, oftentimes. Another re- 
sult is, many ministers have yielded to the pressure 
and are preaching “ another gospel that is not an- 
other.” (Gal. i, 6, 7.) 

Do we not all know that the world has brazenly 
intruded itself into the visible church, and is even 
now dictating to Christians how they shall live,— 
what shall be their pleasures, pastimes, and occupa- 
tions. Twenty-five years ago, dancing, card-play- 
ing, wine-drinking, theatre-going, etc., were not 
allowed in nine-tenths of our so-called protestant 
churches. I have known nota few persons expelled 
from the church for indulging in such things. It is 
so no longer. Let the church authorities attempt to 
enforce the rules relating to such things, if they 
dare, and they will find, very quickly, that the 
camel is in the mill and proposes to stay. 

Some will inquire, will not mentioning these 
matters do injury? and where is the good of making” 
them? Can it do any harm to call attention to what 
God has revealed in his word? Are not these things 
but the fulfillment of the prophecies already 
cited? “Must not judgment begin at the house of 
God?“ (1 Peter, iv, 17). Ought not “the ax” to be 
“laid unto the root of the trees’? Luke iii, 9. Is it 
not important that the physician should know the 
worst of his case? But, will it not discourage the 
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workers? is also asked. If they are putting their 
confidence in numbers and means, and the arm of 
human strength, doubtless it will; and it ought; 
for we should “have no confidence in the flesh” 
(Phil. ‘iii, 3). But, if they are relying npon the 
everlasting arms, looking to God with whom is the 
plenitude of power, and expecting him to work 
through them to the accomplishment of his purposes, 
as we have a right to, and should; then understand- 
ing, intelligently, the situation; and knowing that 
man’s wisdom and strength are wholly insufficient; 
in humility and self-abasement, they will look unto 
the Lord from whence cometh help (Ps. cxxi, 2), 
and be able during the darkest hour, and in the 
fiercest conflict, and sorest trials; with songs of 
rejoicing and shoutings of victory, to go right for- 
ward with courage undaunted and zeal unabated, 
knowing full well, “If God be for us who can be 
against us” (Rom. viii, 31); and that, at last, all 
things shall be put under him, for he shall triumph 
gloriously and reign for evermore. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


HIS RETURN THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH. 


Every time we partake of the Lord’s Supper we 
“shew the Lord’s death till he come.” (1 Cor. xi, 
26.) This sweet memorial is a rainbow of hope 
that springs from the Lord’s death to the glory, 
spanning the time of his absence, and is to believers 
the Lord’s tangible token and loving pledge that all 
they hope for, according to his sure word of prom- 
ise, will be realized upon his return. 

Dr. David Brown has said: “With them we 
affirm, that the Redeemer’s second appearing ts the 
very pole-star of the Church. That itis so held forth 
in the New Testament, is beyond dispute. Let any 
one do himself the justice to collect and arrange 
the evidence on the subject, and he will be sur- 
prised—if the study be new to him—at once at the 
copiousness, the variety, and the conclusiveness 
Otats 

First. With reference to the resurrection of our 
bodies. David, as he was going down into the 
grave, saw with the eye of faith, across the inter- 
vening centuries, his Son and Lord grappling with 
death and conquering him, and said: “Therefore 
my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh 
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also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 


to see corruption.” (Psa. xi, 9,10.) And “there- 
_ fore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope.“ (Acts 


ii, 26.) Peter had the same cause of rejoicing when 
he wrote: “Blessed de the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
(1»Peter i, 3:)" Paul entertained the.'same: hope: 
“But when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out 
in the council, Men azd brethren, I am a Phar- 
isee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resur- 
rection of the dead I am called in question.” Acts 
XXili, 6. 

This hope will not be realized until Christ comes 
as the following scriptures clearly show: “But every 
man in his own order: Christ the first fruits; after- 
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 1 Cor. 
xv ).23% 

“For our conversation (citizenship) is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to 
subdue all things unto himself.” Phil. iti, 20-21. 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, breth- 
ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sor- 


' row not, even as others which have no hope. For 
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if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive avd remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent (precede) them 
which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first.” 1 Thess. iv., 13-16. 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is.” 1 Jno. iii., 2. 

So our loved ones who believed in him shall rise 
from their graves, “when Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear,” and we shall then “also appear with 
him in glory.“ Col. iii., 4. We, who trust in him 
who “is the resurrection and the life’ do not “ Hope- 
lessly lay our dead away.” 

What wonder that we pray, even as “he has taught 
us,” “even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Rev. xxii, 20. 
We have laid our loved ones in the cold grave. 
Our hearts were well-nigh broken as we turned away 
from their silent resting place. The home seemed 
so lonely, after the funeral, that we almost wished 
we could have laid down with them. Life’s burdens 
were somehow heavier, and the joy of our hearts 
seemed to have forever fled. 

How quickly all this would change if the dear Lord 
were to come just now. We would greet our loved 
ones again, brought back to life in resurrection power 
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and beauty. Not the old life of care and weariness. 
No aches; nosorrow; no separation, “for the former 
things are passed away.” O would I not be over- 
whelmed with gladness to greet my departed loved 
ones to-day! Would you not, dear friend? 

In 1833, there lived in a little country town in 
northern Georgia, a well instructed old colored saint 
and his numerous family. The night of the memor- 
able meteoric display, generally known as “the great 
star shower,” the old man was awakened by the 
noise of the confusion in the streets, for nearly every- 
body had been aroused and had come out into the 
open air. There was very great excitement, as all 
thought the end, as prophecied in the Scriptures, had 
really come, and the judgment was at hand. The 
old man looked out from the window of his humble 
home, and seeing, as he thought, the stars of heaven 
falling like snow-flakes, he too thought the end was 
at hand. He quickly roused his wife and children, 
telling them “de day ob judgment am at han’.”” They 
hurriedly arose, dressed themselves, and went out 
under the falling stars. When they gained the 
street, they stopped and gazed for a little time in si- 
lent awe upon the beautiful and thrilling scene. 
Then the old man, turning to his companion said, 
“Old ’oman, de Lord am a comin’, an jis’ you take 
de chil’in along up to de public squar’, an’ stop dar 
till I come; I’s gwin down in the gardin an’ see old 
Massa git up, (his master had been buried in the gar- 
den), and jis soon as he do, we come along up to de 


3-32 


squar.” The old man’s faith was sublime, and his 
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instruction according to truth, if his master were a 
Saint. 

Second. With reference to heaven as the final 
resting place of the redeemed. The Lord said to his 
disciples among his last utterances to them: “Let 
not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if zt were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, ¢here ye 
may be also.” Jno. xiv., 1-3. 

Paul refers to what Christ said to his sorrowing 
disciples, after this manner: “For the hope which is 
laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before 
in the word of the truth of the gospel.” Col. i, 5. 

The penitent thief went, the day of the Crucific- 
tion, with Christ, into paradise (Luke xxiii, 43). 
Abraham and Lazarus were seen in a place removed 
from the place of torment in which the rich man 
was writhing, which evidently was a place of peace 
and happiness (Luke xvi, 22-26). Stephen as he 
looked into the opening heavens saw Christ “stand- 
ing on the right hand of God;” and with his expir- 
ing breath said, “Lord Jesus receive my spirit,” 
(Acts vii, 56.59.) Paul said he had “a desire to 
depart and to be with Christ,” (Phil. i, 23). By these 
and yet other Scriptures we know that at death the 
disembodied saint immediately goes to the heavenly 
place. But this is not heaven in the completed 
sense, the place of mansions, into which the Lord 
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will at last bring his bride. Itis evidently the hea- 
ven into which Elijah was caught up. Nine hundred 
- and twenty-six years afterwards Christ said: “no man 
hath ascended up to heaven,” John iii, 13. So we 
see there is heaven and there is heaven. Yes, even 
more than two heavens, for Paul was once “caught up 
to the third heaven,” (2 Cor. xii, 2). 

The planets of our solar system revolve around 
our sun. The entire system, as all other systems, 
revolves around acommon centre. That centre is 
doubtless the throne of God, God’s blazing palace 
of light! To this centre Elijah most probably went. 
Here, in blissful happiness, are the disembodied 
saints. But the place Jesus has gone to prepare— 
and doubtless this earth, ultimately, will be a part 
of the heavenly inheritance (see Rev. xxi, 1-4; 2 Pet. 
iii, 12, 13, etc.,)—-no man hath yet entered, nor will 
they until Jesus returns; at which time, as we have 
already seen, the saints will get their resurrected, 
translated and glorified bodies, and enter into 
their heavenly inheritance. So, as we desire, to- 
gether with our loved ones who sleep in Jesus, to be 
safely housed in “a city which hath foundations” 
(Heb. xi, 10), is the return of the Lord, to us, that 
“blessed hope.” 

Third, Of course we understand the final rewards 
are not given until the Lord returns. Peter said, 
or the Spirit by him: “And when the chief Shep- 
herd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away.” (1 Peter v, 4.) Paul also, 
as by the Spirit he penned his last message, in the 
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solitude and gloom of the “Marmatine,” states the 
same truth. Hear him: 

“For I am’ now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” 2 Tim. 
iv, 6-8. 

These old heroes have not yet received their 
crowns, nor will they until the Master comes. Their 
work will not be done until the end of the age. 
Therefore they cannot receive according to that they 
have done until then. Their influence for good is 
greater to-day than ever before. The influences 
they set in motion must continue to widen and 
intensify until the end of time. 

What an overwhelming sense of responsibility 
comes to a thoughtful Christian just here? The 
influences one sets in motion will not cease to be 
felt, for weal or woe, as long as time shall last. 
How careful we all should be that the influence we 
exert shall be for good. 

At the same time here is room for very great 
comfort. Many a dear saint has gone to rest with- 
out the knowledge of ever having accomplished 
anything worth the doing, and, doubtless, on their 
dying beds have mourned that their lives have been 
lived to so little good purpose; and yet they have 
set in motion influences that will eventuate in far 
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greater good than that which has been accomplished, 
apparently, by many who have been very great in 
the estimation of others. 

A certain very humble and obscure woman, living 
in the city of London, had a most profligate son. 
She had carefully instructed him in the ways of 
righteousness, and confirmed her teaching by a holy 
life. Heran away from home. She continued to 
hold him up before God in importunate prayer. 
She fell asleep in Jesus without seeing her prayers 
answered. But they were. One day while walking 
the deck of a slaver in the Indian Ocean, that way- 
ward son was suddenly brought under conviction 
for sin. He repented, was converted, returned 
home, and, after some preparation, entered the 
Gospel ministry, and became, in many respects, the 
greatest preacher England has ever known. It was 
John Newton. In his ministry he was, under God, 
the means of the salvation of Thomas Scott, who 
afterwards became the great commentator. Thomas 
Scott was the instrument of the conversion of Wil- 
liam Cowper, the poet, who has sent the Gospel in 
song on wings of light and fire all the world around. 
Cowper was blessed of God in winning Wilberforce, 
the great philanthropist, to Jesus Christ. He, in 
turn, led Leigh Richmond “to the Rock that is 
higher than we.”’ God only can follow that stream 
of influence to the end of time. But who will say 
that it will not be well with that godly mother of 
John Newton, as in her poverty and obscurity she 
did what she could, was faithful to her trust, “in 
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that day when I, make up my jewels,” (special 
treasures) ? 

We ought willingly to “endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. ii, 3), because there 
will be overwhelming and glorious victory for our 
side in a little while. The Master came in humilia- 
tion, “lowly and riding upon an ass, and upona colt 
the foal of an ass.” (Matt. xxi, 5.) On this account 
he was and is rejected by the many. But in a little 
while he will come riding majestically upon the 
clouds of heaven “to be admired in all them that 
believe” (2 Thess. i, 10); and we who are with him 
in the humiliation shall “be also glorified together.” 
(Rom. vili, 17.) Then shall we “know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints.” (Eph.i, 18.) I 
am sure that however little our rewards shall be in 
that day, they will be so incomparably greater than 
any earth can give that if we have any thought at 
all of the hardships, trials, persecutions and suffer- 
ings we endured for his dear sake, we will have a 
sense of shame that we ever thought them to be 
such. Then cheer up, brother! Gird thyself anew. 
The coronation day is near. Thy crown awaits 
thee, Let “no man take thy crown.” (Rev. iii, 11.) 
Strive lawfully for it, and when the Master comes 
thou shalt receive it all beautified with jewels that 
“shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; * * 
as the stars for ever and ever.” (Dan. xii, 3.) “He 
which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly.” Shall not we most heartily respond 
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“Amen! Even so, come, Lord Jesus”? (Rev. xxii, 
20.) For the hope set. before us is “as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and 
which entereth into that within the veil; whither the 
forerunner is for us entered.” (Heb. vi, 18-20.) 
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CHAPTER IX. 


THE VALUE OF THE DOCTRINE. 


Some inquire “what is gained by believing the 
Lord may come at any moment?” In general terms I 
answer: frst. “All Scripture * * * is profitable;” 
and, Second. It is very clear to candid and careful 
students of the Word that the Lord attaches very 
great importance to this truth, else he would not have 
mentioned it so often; and that he desires to urge the 
church thereby to greater watchfulness, holiness, and 
diligence. Here are a few testimonies from promi- 
nent postmillennialists upon the value of the doctrine. 
Hackett, speaking of the early Christians, said: 
“In such a state of intimate sympathy with an event 
so habitually present to their thoughts, they derived, 
they must have derived, their chief incentives to 
action from the prospect of that future glory; they 
hold it up to the people of God to encourage them 
in affliction, to awaken them to fidelity, zeal, and 
perseverance, and appeal to it to warn the wicked, 
and impress upon them the necessity of preparation 
for the revelation of that day.” Bishop Merrill ac- 
knowledges “that it kindles the fires of devotion 
and lifts the soul into an atmosphere of warmth and 
loyalty to Christ and contempt for the world.” 


The Value of the Doctrine. (6) 


Albert Barnes said: “It led them (the early Chris- 
tians) (1) to desire to be prepared for his coming; — 
(2) to feel that earthly affairs were of little impor- 
tance, as the scene here was soon to close; (3) to 
live above the world, and in the desire of the ap- 
pearing of the Lord Jesus.” Trench says: “That 
powerful motive to holiness and diligence supplied 
to each generation of the faithful by the possibility 
of the Lord’s return in their time.” 

But, specifically, let me call attention to a few of 
the many reasons set forth in the Holy Scriptures 
that clearly indicate the value of the doctrine. It 
superinduces — 

1. Watchfulness.—“ Let your loins be girded 
about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will 
return from the wedding; that, when he cometh and 
knocketh, they may open unto him immediately. 
Blessed are those servants whom the lord when he 
cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, 
that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit 
down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 
And if he shall come in the second watch, or come 
in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are 
those servants. And this know, that if the good- 
man of the house had known what hour the thief 
would come, he would have watched, and not have 
suffered his house to be broke through. Be ye 
therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at 
an hour when ye think not.” Luke xii, 35-40. 

2. Fidelity —* For the Son of man is as a man 
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taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to watch. Watch 
ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning: lest coming sud- 
denly he find you sleeping. And what I say unto 
you I say unto all, Watch.” Mark xiii, 34-37. 

3. Holiness.—“ Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth him 
self, even as he is pure.” 1 John iii, 2, 3. 

4. Unworldliness.— For what is a man profited 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.” Matt. 
KVE2O.+2 7) 

Two friends, members of the same church, were 
walking down street, one evening, in New York, 
when one said to the other, as they came to a thea- 
ter: “I understand they have a capital play upon 
the boards of this theater. Let us go in and see it; 
it is just about time.” “No, I don’t want to,” was 
the reply. “Why not?” “Because I am a Chris- 
tian; and the Lord might come while I was in there, 
and I wouldn’t want him to find me in such a place.” 
There is surely nothing that will so certainly sepa- 
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rate a man from all worldliness as a belief in the 
imminency of the Lord’s return. 

5. Patience.—“ Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husband- 
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early 
and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts: for the comming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 
James v, 7, 8. 

6. Faithfulness in Testimony— I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom: Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” (2 Tim. 
iv, 1, 2.) “Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage, 
but being ensamples to the flock. And when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away.” 1 Peter v, 2-4 

7. Comfort in Sorrow.—‘‘But Iwould not have 
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord. 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the 
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Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voiee of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ will 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” 1 Thess. iv, 13-18. | 

8. Readiness for the Change.—“Then shall the 
kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, 
_ which took their lamps, and went forth to meet 
the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and 
five were foolish. They that were foolish took their 
lamps, and took no oil with them: but the wise took. 
oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the 
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then 
all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 
oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise 
answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough 
for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, 
and buy for yourselves. And while they went to 
buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. Afterward came also the other vir- 
gins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he 
answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 
you not. Watch therefore; for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
Matt. xxv, I-13. 
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9. Hope.—“Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus ii, 13. 

10. Jt ts Associated with the Final Triumph.— 
“When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe (because 
our testimony among you was believed) in that 
Gaye) 2) Thess. 1,10. 

In the parable of the ten virgins (Matt. xxv, I-3), 
as elsewhere in the Word of God, the church is rep- 
resented as betrothed to Jesus Christ. When he 
comes it will be to receive his bride, that the mar- 
riage may be consummated (Rev. xix, 5-9).. What 
is the church’s position in view of these facts? Is 
it not to keep herself in his love? A young lady is 
betrothed to a young man. He bids her good-bye, 
telling her he is going to build her a home, and, 
when completed, will return to take her to himself, 
but he cannot tell just when it will be. If she really 
loves him, she certainly will not immediately begin 
to flirt, and keep company with the enemies of her 
lover. No! she will most surely keep herself aloof 
from all such. Her thoughts will be almost wholly 
with the absent one. She will not lie down tothe rest 
of the night but that her last thought will be of him. 
Her first thought upon awaking will be one of de- 
sire and expectation—will he come this day? She 
will not hear a locomotive whistle, in the directiou 
he went without wondering—can he be on that 
train? Her’s will be a constant state of expectation, 
and, aS a consequence, her’s will be a continued 
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state of readiness. Our Lord has gone to prepare 
a mansion for his espoused bride. He said of his 
return: “But of that day and that hour knoweth no 
man (Mark xiii, 32); but keep yourself in my love; 
keep your loins’ girded’; keep your ‘ lamps trimmed 
and burning’; and, ‘watch for me as those who wait 
for the morning,’” were his parting words to the 
church. If the espoused one truly loves her absent 
lord, will she, can she, walk arm in arm with his 
enemies? Will she, can she, be indifferent to the 
fact of his absence? Will she not hold herself aloof 
from the entangling alliances of the world? Will 
she not long for his return? Will she not labor with 
all diligence, if thereby she may hasten his return? 
Surely with girded loins and trimmed lamps, with 
diligence and watchfulness, she will be praying, even 
as he has taught her, “Even so, come! Lord Jesus!” 

He will come. He will not tarry. The seas are 
roaring, the earth is quaking. There are wars and 
rumors of wars. Amid the red surging tide of bat- 
tle we hear the shrieks of the wounded, the groans 
of the dying. The whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain. Men’s hearts are failing them for 
fear. The cry of the oppressed is entering into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. The night has 
been long, and is so cold and dark. But the “day 
star’ is arising. The morning cometh! Already 
the flashes of light are climbing the eastern sky. 
The King, in regal beauty—our Beloved—riding 
majestically upon the clouds of heaven, with all the 
royalty of the skies, will soon appear. And then, 
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O! -blissful thought! we will be folded to his bosom, 
and borne with heavenly pomp and pageantry into 
the palace of light beyond the stars, there to be con- 
fessed by him, before the Father and his angels. 


Stay not in thy flight, O time! 
Delay not thy coming, O Lord! 
Soon may the rapture be mine, 
Revealed in thine own blessed Word. 
O, long and dark is the night; 
Stay not, O time! in thy flight. 


Come, Lord, and receive thine own; 
Earth’s quaking, sea’s roaring, war’s rage: 
Tired Nature utters her moan; 
We long for the end of the age. 
Descend, O Lord! in thy might; 
Speed fast, O time! in thy flight. 


We long to behold thy face, 
Far fairer than all sons’ of men; 
And see in beauty and grace 
That which is beyond mortal ken; 
Of glory, bliss and delight; 
Stay not, O time! in thy flight. 
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CHA PEER =X; 


THE RESURRECTIONS. 


“If a man die, shall he live again?” is a very old 
question, and very few of the sons of men have not 
echoed it some time or another in their lives. “How 
are the dead raised up? and with what body do they 
come?” are questions which, while not so old as the 
former, are yet quite as frequently recurring. The 
history of the doctrine is full of interest. Very few 
have ever doubted that man will live again, but 
much controversy has raged around the last two 
questions. The concensus of the Church, and schol- 
arship, favor a literal resurrection of the body. 
That the Word of God warrants this belief I have 
no doubt, though not a few in evangelical Christen- 
dom dissent. Their dissent, however, is almost 
wholly predicated of their opinions, philosophy and 
metaphysics, and should be ignored, because it isa 
matter purely of revelation. What saith the Word? 
“Let God be true but every man a liar.” 

Let us consider, briefly as we may, the fact of a 
resurrection. The word resurrection means raising 
—to make stand again. Then, of course, that 
which is raised is that which has gone down. What 
is it goes down? the Spirit? No! At death it re- 
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turns to the God who gave it. (See Eccl. xii: 7.) 
The Soul (Life)? No! At death it, in the case of 
a saved person, departs to the heaven of rest and 
felicity.(seer Phil. 1;°23;° Luke xxiii, 433° xv1,'°227)5 
and, in the case of the unsaved, departs to take its 
place in the torments of the lost, in hell (see Luke 
Xvi, 22-26). We all know that nothing but the 
body goes down into the grave. Therefore, that 
which is raised is the body. If the body is not 
raised then is there no resurrection, for it is the only 
thing that goes down into the grave; and it is the 
sheerest nonsense to talk of any other resurrection. 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


The very heart of the religion called Christian is 
the fact of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. 
Apart from this glorious truth, the doctrine of the 
atonement is without potentiality. The darkest 
picture this world ever looked upon was Golgotha’s 
awful tragedy. The heavens robed themselves 
in midnight mourning and bowed to the earth and 
wept. The rocks in their dumb grief—not nearly 
so hard as the hearts of unrepentant men—burst, 
because their Creator was put to death by those 
whom he came only to save and bless; and the earth 
itself rocked with convulsive throes. This dark 
picture possesses warmth and life only as it is viewed 
in the glowing back ground splendor of his resurrec- 
tion from the dead. 

“For if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are 
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found false witnesses of God: because we have tes- 
tified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For 
if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miser- 
ble. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that slept.” 1 Cor. 
xv, 14-20, 

Many in so-called orthodox churches are doubt- 
ing, and some are even denying, that Jesus Christ 
arose’ from the dead. This inevitably follows the 
denial of the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
body: “For if the dead rise not, then is Christ not 
raised.” 1 Cor. xv, 16. So that he who denies 
the fact of the resurrection of Christ, makes the 
cross of none effect, leaves us in our sins, without 
hope, and dooms us to remediless despair. 

In Psalm xvi, 10, it is said: “For thou wilt not_ 
leave my soul in hell (seo/), neither wilt thou suf- 
fer thine Holy One to see corruption.” Christ him- 
self said: “Destroy this temple and in three days I 
will raise. it up. * * * * But he spake of the 
temple of his body.” Jno. ii, 19, 21. 

Peter, in his sermon on the day of pentecost, 
said: “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto 
you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God 
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had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of 
his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up 
Christ to sit on his throne. He, seeing this before, 
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul 
was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corrup- 
tion. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we 
all are witnesses.” Acts ii, 29-32. 

What Christ said was in perfect harmony with the 
prophecy. That the prophecy was fulfilled, and 
Christ’s prediction made good, is what Peter affirms, 
and the disciples were all witnesses to it. 

Peter preached and taught the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection. See Acts ii, 24-325 ili, 15; iv, 10; 
yoga; t Peter 1,3 273) i1,-18: > Lhe Apostles alsoy 
Gee icts iv) 2) 33, : Paul) ikewise; see ‘Acts -xvil, 
Dees 2 20r cMRD O* ARKIVE LS, 2, ands inw) Cor, tx: 
In this chapter he says: “For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures; and that he 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve. After that 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, | 
but some are fallen asleep. After that he was seen 
of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all 
he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 
time) ae Cor: xv,.3—8: 

Some of our best authorities on the law of evi- 
dence are particular to state that there is no fact of 
history more clearly proven and established than the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAINTS. 


Having thus clearly established the fact of the 
resurrection of Christ, let us examine if the sons of 
men will also arise. 

In Psalm xvi: 9, we read: “Therefore my heart is 
glad,and my glory rejoiceth; my flesh also shall rest in 
hope.” David rejoiced because the Lord was at his 
right hand, and he marched right forward into an 
open grave, with a glad heart, because his faith 
reached right forward to the resurrection of Christ, 
as the next verse shows: “For thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption.” Psalm xvi, 10. And he 
knew that death could not forever hold him in its 
icy embrace, any more than it could his Lord. 
“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt.” (Dan. xii, 2.) 
What is it that awakes? That which dwells in the 
dust of the earth. What dwells in the dust of the 
earth? The bodies of men; nothing else, what- 
ever. Then it is the bodies that are in the dust of 
the earth that arise—are resurrected. 

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth: they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
Jno.x, 28,29: 

The resurrection here is of that which is in the 
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graves; and, since there is nothing in the graves 
but the bodies of those who are buried, of course 
none other than a bodily resurrection can be meant. 

Jesus Christ was raised by the quickening energy 
and power of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Peter iii, 18), 
and we are told in Rom. 8:11 that ‘‘if the Spirit of 
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, 
he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quick- 
en your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in 
you.” The resurrection of the righteous is here re- 
ferred to—those who have been ‘‘made free from 
the law of sin and death.” By faith they are joined 
to the risen one in resurrection life, and can no more 
be dominated by the grave, when he returns, 
than was he. The contemplation of this glorious fact is 
what enabled David to say witha glad heart—‘‘my 
flesh shall also rest in this hope.” “If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ we are of all men most 
miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the firstfruits of them that slept (are 
sleeping). For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die,even soin Christ shall all be made alive. 
But every man in his own order (Regiment); Christ 
the firstfruits afterward they that are Christ’s, at his 
coming.” 1 Cor xv: 19-23. Here we have a con- 
firmation of the above comments in plainest and 
most emphatic language. We have this in Phil. iii: 
20,21;—‘‘For our conversation (citizenship) is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall change our vile 
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body (the body of our humiliation) that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body (the body of 
his glory) whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” And this in 1 Thess. iv: 16, 
17;—‘‘For the Lord himself shall descend from heav- 
en with ashout, with the voice ofthe archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air: so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” We are informed here that one genera- 
tion of Christians will not go into the grave, but that 
when Christ returns to raise the sleeping saints, 
the living ones ‘‘shall be caught up together to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall (they) we ever be with 
the Lord.” What is caught up? The living saint, 
body, souland spirit: ‘“‘Changed’’as we are taught in 
1 Cor. xv: 51-52, ‘‘tis true, to be like raised ones; 
but, certainly no one believes that the ‘‘changed” 
here means that these living saints are disembodied 
‘in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye’ and the 
body left to rot. No, it is what is changed—‘‘Who 
shall change our vile body” when the Saviour comes, 
not destroy or annihilate it. The spirit and soul 
are not changed in the resurrection or translation— 
only the body. The body looses its ‘‘corruption,” 
‘dishonor,’ ‘‘weakness’’and ‘‘natural body’—What- 
ever else these terms signify, we know they relate to 
this sinful, earthly life—and is raised in ‘‘incorrup- 
tion,” ‘‘glory,” ““power” anda ‘‘spiritual body,” to 
suit the new order of things—the new life. So the 
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raised ones and ‘‘changed” ones are alike in the future 
state. And, as the bodies of the ‘‘changed” ones 
are not destroyed, so the bodies of the ‘‘raised” ones 
are resurrected. 

But what is the body like in this changed and 
resurrected state? ‘‘Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and, it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be; but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 1 Jno. 
iii: 2. Jesus Christ was born into this world under 
the same laws as other children (Gal. iv: 4). He grew 
from babyhood to childhood, ladhood, young man- 
hood, and mature young manhood as others grow. 
When he was thirty-three years old his physical body 
was nailed to across on which it remained until some 
time after the life had gone out of it, and a spear 
was thrust into its side. The body was taken down 
from the cross, prepared for burial according to the 
custom peculiar to that land and day, and was then 
laid in the new tomb of Joseph of Arimathza. Three 
days after, that same body arose and came forth 
from the tomb. Mary met him and recognized him. 
So the two women. They told it to the two dis- 
ciples. They would’nt believe their testimony. 
Then Jesus appeared unto them and “showed them 
his hands and his side and said, when he saw they 
were affrighted, ‘‘handle me and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see we have.” Luke 
xxiv:39. ‘‘Then were the disciples glad, when they 
saw the Lord.” Jno. xx: 20. Thomas was not pres- 
ent; and, when they told him they had seen the Lord 
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he said—‘‘Except I shall see in his hands the print 
of the nails and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.” Jno xx: 25. Eight days afterwards the 
Lord appeared unto them again, ‘‘the doors being 
shut,” and Thomas was present. Then saith he 
to Thomas, reach hither thy finger and_be- 
hold my hands; and reach hither thy hand and. 
thrust it into my side, and be not faithless but be- 
lieving. And Thomas answered and said unto him 
‘““My Lord and My God” Jno. xx: 27-28. So here 
we have the very same body, so far as the senses of 
his followers could discern, that was born of Mary, 
and there can be no doubt but that it was the same. 
Prof. Christlieb has said “The glorified body of Christ 
was not altered as regards its fundamental compon- 
nets. It wasthe same body, with the marks of the nails 
and the wound in the side, but in a new spiritual 
form of existence, and therefore standing under other 
laws.” For forty days Jesus moved around the 
country, talking, eating and living apparently just 
as before his crucifixion, except that he could not 
be stopped in his movements by closed doors, and 
seems not to have been seen by any save his 
followers. One day in company with his disciples, 
he was walking on the slope of Olivet near unto 
Bethany, when all at once he was taken up; anda 
cloud received him out of their sight. “And while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 
(evidently Moses and Elijah who were with him on 
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the Mount of Transfiguration, the first of whom was 
disposed of bodily by the angel of the Lord, the 
other was taken up by a whirlwind, bodily into 
heaven. Is it not significant that they were in the 
transfiguration scene, and are now here upon the 
Mount of Ascension?) Which also said, ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen’ him go*into. heaven.” . Acts i: 9-11. They 
saw the physical body of Jesus, of flesh and bones, 
the very same that was born of Mary, ascend into 
heaven. They could not have seen a spirit with 
their natural eyes. Now, “This same Jesus which 
is taken from you into heaven, shall so come in lke 
manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
That is, when he comes back it will be with the 
very same bodily presence—to be seen with the 
natural eye of a believer—as he was seen in 
the ascension. He will return with the very same 
body born of Mary, developed to perfect manhood, 
crucified, buried, raised, that sojourned with the 
disciples for forty days, and then was taken up into 
heaven in their sight. Now, “our vile body” 
shall “be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” 
“But we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 
We, too, shall have bodies of flesh and bones, even 
the same that were born of our mother, or else 
these Scriptures are not true. But, say some, his 
glorified body had not yet been assumed; but 
when he comes back be will then have it. What 
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right has any one'tosay so, when God’s Word says 
explicitly: “This. :sames Jesus: * otra" ashall co 
come in like manner.” Jesus Christ had his glori- 
fied body before he left the earth. He is coming 
in glory, and since he is coming as he went, he 
must have been glorified before his ascension from 
the Mount of Olives. When Mary Magdalene 
stood face to face with the risen Lord she was 
about to take hold of him, when he said unto her, 
“Touch me not, for Iam not yet ascended to my 
Father; but go to my brethren, and say unto them, 
I ascend (present tense) unto my Father, and your 
Father; and to my God and your God.”’—John xx: 
17. <A little while after, while she was yet going, 
with the other Mary, with the message to the dis- 
ciples, ‘Behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail! 
and they came and held him (took hold R. V.) by 
the feet, and worshiped him.”—Matt. xxviii: 9. 
In the one case he wouldn’t let Mary Magdalene 
touch him, for he had not yet been glorified. 
In the other, they held him by the feet, and he 
received their worship. During the time that 
elapsed between the two circumstances, he must 
have ascended and been glorified. This is made 
all the more certain, when we remember that he 
told Mary Magdalene to say unto the brethren, 
“T ascend.” This could not have referred to the 
Olivet ascension forty days later, because there 
was no need of sending such a message by the 
Magdalene, as this event was not imminent, and 
he was to be with the disciples again and again, 
before that would transpire. The language, “I 


The Resurrections. 93 


ascend,” indicates imminency; and when the above 
facts are considered, it is very plain that the Lord 
ascended to his Father, was glorified and re- 
turned. 

But it is further objected, do not the Scriptures 
say, “That flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God.” Yes, but they do not say flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven. The 
kingdom of God “cometh not with observation,” 
itis “within you.” (Luke xvii: 21.) “It is right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
(Rom. xiv: 17.) The kingdom of heaven is the 
everlasting kingdom, that disciples, who have 
already received the kingdom of God—born from 
above—so ardently long after, when they pray 
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.” 

The redemptive work, accomplished by our 
Lord in the shedding of his own blood, has to do 
with our deliverance from the guilt, domination 
and ultimate consequences of sin. The judicial act 
of God, the Father Almighty, by which we are 
justified from our sins, is made possible, because 
of thisredemptive work. So also, the regenerating 
work of the Holy Spirit within us. So also, our 
‘final salvation, or deliverance from the “second 
death.” But there is another redemptive work 
spoken of, which is yet future. In Luke xxi: 28, 
we are told, “And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, 
for your redemption draweth nigh.” The things 
spoken of are those which immediately precede 
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the personal return of our Lord, at which time the 
final redemption of the saints take place. We are 
told to “grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
Eph. iv: 30. And “in whom also after that ye be- 
lieved, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, 
until the redemption of the purchased possession 
unto the praise of his glory.” Eph. 1: 13, 14. “And 
not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.” Rom. viii: 23. Weare 
told here, most explicitly, that this future redemp- 
tion is of “our body.” That the Spirit is given as 
a seal, to make good the promises of God con- 
cerning the resurrection of the bodies of the saints, 
and is, also God’s own earnest, binding pledge, 
that he will redeem our bodies from the dust of 
the earth. 

“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to 
shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of 
his counsel, confirmed zz by an oath: 

“That by two immutable things, in which zt was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lav hold 
upon the hope set before us: 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the veil: 

‘Whither the forerunner is for us entered, ever 
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Jesus, made a high priest for ever after the order 
o1 Meéichisedec.; ~ Hebs-vii.17-20. 


And thus we have God’s immutable word, and 
his interposed self, as assurance and pledge, 
which are immeasurably better and safer to believe 
and trust, than the conjectures, and speculations, 
and opinions of even the wisest of men, that the 
saints shall be redeemed, in bodily resurrection 
from the grave, just as certainly as our Elder 
Brother was. Let those who trust in human 
philosophy rather than the Word of the Living 
God, sing of the 


“Curtain of that low green tent, 
That never outward swings,” 


and 


“Hopelessly lay their dead away, 
And listen to the mournful marble’s play;” 


But we who trust in the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, know of an “eternal re- 
demption,” and can say, “O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave (death), where is thy victory?” 
And like David of old, can march forward into 
an open grave, witha glad heart, because, “Now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first 
fruit of them that slept,” (are sleeping). I Cor. xv: 
20 , 


THE TWO RESURRECTIONS. 


Having thus by the Word of the Lord, estab- 
lished first, the resurrection of Christ, and second, 
the resurrection of the saints, let us now examine 
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into the matter of the order of the resurrections of 
the children of men. 

The prevailing idea is, that there is to be, in 
“the end of the world” (age) a simultaneous res- 
urrection, called the ‘general resurrection,” for all 
dead persons, good and bad, of all times. The Holy 
Scriptures teach no such doctrine. Let us exam- 
ine the three texts, those who believe in a simulta- 
neous resurrection rest their belief upon: First, 
Dan. xii.: 2; “And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
It will be observed that some are raised to ever- 
lasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 


contempt. 
Dr. fregelles has rendered this verse thus :— 


“Many among the sleepers of the dust of the earth 
shall awake. These shall be unto everlasting life, 
but these (the rest of the sleepers) shall be unto 
shame and everlasting contempt.” If the Word 
of God elsewhere specifically teaches that both 
these classes are raised simultaneously, then we 
may believe that that is what is taught here. If 
. it teaches otherwise, then we must believe it is not 
taught here. Let this be borne in mind as we ad- 
vance. There is, however, more reason for believ- 
ing that not all the dead are raised at the time 
Michael stands up to deliver those who “are found 
written in the book,” from the fires of the “great 
tribulation,” in this text, than otherwise,—for does 
it not say “at that time” “any of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake.” Has any 
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one a right to say that “many” means al/? Do 
we not know that “many” does not mean al/? 
Surely we have no right to interpret this text as 
teaching a simultaneous resurrection. 

Second—Jno. v.: 28-29. “Marvel not at this: 
for the hour is coming, in which ail that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth, they that have done good unto the resurrec- 
tion of life; and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” (Judgment). Here 
we find again two resurrections: one unto life and 
the other unto judgment. All people, good and 
bad, who are in their graves, are to be in one or 
the other of these resurrections. In Dan. xii.: 2 it 
is said, “Many” who sleep in the “earth dust” shall 
awake, at the “time” Michael “delivers” those who 
are “written in the book.” It is not said, in Jno. 
v.: 28-29, that “all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and come forth” at the “time” indicated 
in Dan. xi: 2. But it is said “the Zour is coming.” 
There is no doubt but this is so. But what is 
meant by “the hour’? Does it necessarily signify 
a particular period limited to sixty minutes of 
time? If the testimony of the Scriptures else- 
where, on this point, supports this view, we 
will then consent that this is what is taught, 
but, if they teach otherwise—as we shall presently 
show they do—then we know that this is not what 
is meant. In verse twenty-five the same word 
signifies all the time between then and the end of 
the age; and the “hour” is already about eighteen 
hundred and fifty years long. 
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Third—Acts xxiv.:15. “And have hope toward 
God, which they themselves also allow, that there 
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
and unjust.” Here we have again the two resur- 
rections, one of the just, the other of the unjust. 
The expression “a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and the unjust,” does not imply that there 
is but one resurrection, as some affirm; but there 
is one for the just and one for the unjust. Just as 
in Jno. v.: 28-29, at a point of time in the future 
some: will) ‘come* forth? unto. life, and:2at 
another point of time some will ‘come forth” unto 
judgemnt; and in Dan. x1i.;2 those who awake at 
the time Michael stands up shall be unto everlast- 
ing life, and the rest, at some subsequent period, 
shall be to “shame and everlasting contempt.” 

That this is the correct interpretation to place 
upon these points, in these texts, we are well satis- 
fied the following passages clearly demonstrate: 
I Cor. xv.: 23. “But every man in his own order; 
(Regiment). Christ, the first fruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his coming.” The time 
that Michael stands up to deliver those that are 
written in the book, and the “coming” of Christ 
are contemporaneous. Sothe “many” who awake, 
when Michael stands up, “unto everlasting life,” 
are the same who arise at the time of Christ’s 
coming—“they that are Christ’s,’—those that 
“come forth” “unto the resurrection of life,’—the 
resurrection of the just. Read what Paul wrote 
in Phil. iii: 7-11. He expresses himself in most in- 
tense language, as giving up everything; as fel- 
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lowshiping Jesus Christ in his sufferings, and being 
made conformable unto his death. For what rea- 
son? “If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of (from R. V.) the dead.” Now, if 
we are all going to rise anyhow, at the same time, 
why should Paul be so wonderfully exercised 
about rising from the dead? The only satisfac- 
tory answer that can be given is he wanted to 
awake at the time Michael shall stand up, because 
that awaking will be unto everlasting life. He 
wanted to come forth unto life, to attain unto the 
“resurrection of the just,’ because he knew that 
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection; on such the second death hath no 
power.” Rev. xx:6. The scholars tell us that the 
preposition ef occurs in Phil. 111.: 11, ina duplicate 
form, in all the oldest manuscripts. This fact will 
justify this reading, viz.: If by any means I 
might attain unto the out resurrection from 
among the dead. This gives additional signifi- 
cance to the Apostle’s intense language. 

At the present time there are about 25,000 Jews 
in Palestine. 20,000 of these are in Jerusalem. One- 
half, at least, of these Jews in Jerusalem are aged. 
They are not there to possess the land, as that will 
not take place until Michael stands up, because 
“blindness in part is happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles be come in. ” Rom. xii.: 25. 
“And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled.” Luke xxi: 24. There is a tradition among 
them to the effect, that the first resurrection is to 
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take place in the valley of Jehosaphat. Therefore 
they go there that they may die and be buried in 
this valley, in order that they may have part in 
the first resurrection. There are literally hundreds 
of thousands of Jews buried along the sides of this 
valley. Thisis no proof of the fact of the two 
resurrections; but is it not strikingly significant ? 

In I. Thes. iv.: 16, it is said, “The Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, and the 
voice of the archangel (Michael standing up) and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first.” It will be observed here that the 
saints are raised when the Lord comes (see also 
MMOM, KVet.23 8 Lb ak, Hit 20-2106 1, Fonds ence 
etc.) It will also be observed that they are raised 
“first.” Letit here be remarked that in no case does 
the Bible speak of the resurrection of any one but 
the saints at the time Michael stands up—when 
Christ comes. So in this passage, there is no 
mention of any one being raised but the saints. 
This argument is cumulative, and in Revelations 
twentieth chapter, we have the explicit and most 
satisfactory confirmation of its Scripturalness. In 
the nineteenth chapter we have the marriage supper 
of the Lamb (verses 5-9) and the destruction of the 
antichrist and his armies. Of course the marriage 
supper takes place after “his wife hath made her- 
self ready.” “The bride, the Lamb’s wife,” is the 
church. The resurrection of the saints, is the 
wife making “herself ready.” In other words, the 
marriage supper takes place subsequent to the 
“first resurrection.” When the antichrist and his 
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armies have been destroyed, which is after the 
marriage of the Lamb, satan is bound and cast 
into the bottomless pit, there to be kept a thou- 
sand years. After this, “I saw thrones, and they” 
(the saints—“‘do you not know the saints shall 
judge the world.” I. Cor., vi.:2. This is the judg- 
ment of the world nations of Matt. xxv.: 31-46, at 
“the day of the Lord.” See also I. Thess. v.: 1-6; 
II. Thess. i.: 7-9, etc., etc.) sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them; and I saw the souls 
of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the Word of God, and which had 
not worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads or in 
their hands: (The martyrs appear here to have the 
preeminence) and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead 
lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
the first resurrection; on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou- 
sand years.” (Rev. xx.: 4-6.) Can anything possibly 
be more explicit? “The rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished.” 
Thus does God tell us plainly that one thousand 
years, and a little more, will elapse between the 
resurrection of the just, and the resurrection of 
the unjust. The saints are to be raised some 
little time prior to the binding of satan. They 
are raised at the beginning of the great tribulation, 
and satan is bound at the close of the great tribu- 
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lation. Then at the end of the thousand years sa- 
tan is to be let loose “to deceive the nations, which 
are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and 
Magog,”—Rev. xx: 8. So the time of the great 
tribulation, and the time satan is deceiving these 
nations must be added to the thousand years of 
time that must elapse between the raising of the 
righteous and wicked dead. It is the time be- 
tween the coming of Christ for his saints, and the 
great white throne judgment. 

After satan is cast into the lake of fire the 
wicked dead are raised, the great white throne 
judgment takes place, ‘and whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life, was cast into 
the lake of fire.” “Revexx': 15., ‘Dhere 1s not“the 
slightest reference to any persons being present 
at this judgment, save the wicked dead. The 
saints that are in their graves when the Lord 
came, more than one thousand years previous, 
are raised; the living saints are changed, and 
together they will be caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air, to be forever with the Lord. (See 
Thess. iv: 16:17). So the saints will not be in 
the white throne judgment. This will be an 
awakening “unto shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” A coming forth “unto the resurrection 
of judgment.” A resurrection of the unjust. 
And thus we see there is no simultaneous resur- 
rection of all the good and bad, but two distinct 
resurrections, removed from each other, by more 
than one thousand years of time; during which 
many of the most thrilling events of prophesy 
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will transpire, in the midst of which the saints 
raised and translated, will figure most conspicu- 
ously. God grant that all who read these pages 
may have the very great blessing, if they shall 
go down into the grave, of having part in the first 
resurrection.* 


* JT have, in the above, treated the case with reference to the 
two resurrections, because, in the texts examined, they stand 
_over against each other, in contrast. There is a third resurrec- 
tion, viz.: That of Israel, which takes place at the coming of 
the Lord, with his saints, at the close of the great tribulation. As 
itis my intention to write a chapter on Israel’s earthly inheri- 
tance, in which I will indicate the Scriptural teaching concerning 
Israel’s resurrection, I have thought best not to say anything 
about it here—ZL. W. M. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
THE JUDGMENTS. 


God has stamped his creation with an intelli- 
gent purpose. Man as a sentient being, is a free 
moralagent. Justice is inexorable in her demands; 
she knows no element of mercy. “ Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.” He may be 
sure his sins will find him out. The crooked 
places will be made straight, and rough places 
smooth. The wrongs of earth will be righted. 
God will most surely vindicate himself. There 
are, however, numerous very singular and erron- 
eous notions entertained by many people in the 
church, respecting the character and order of 
God’s judgments, the most conspicuous of which 
is that of a general judgment; a time when all 
good and bad people, from Adam down to the last 
man, are to be brought before the Great Judge, in 
the same place, to receive their just deserts. The 
Bible teaches no such thing, but something quite 
different, as we shall see. 

There are four great and distinct judgments 
indicated, specifically, in the sacred Scriptures. 
First, the 
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JUDGMENT OF BELIEVERS FOR THEIR SINS. 


This took place at the cross, and is therefore 
over past.; sinwll Cone s:. 21. it is said, bor he 
hath made him Zo Je sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God, 
grim. . in Rom. x:14;.“ For Christ zs:the endsol 
the law for righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth.” Every demand of the law to the last 
particular, was just as completely satisfied in the 
offering that Christ made of himself for sins, in 
the case every guilty, repentant, believing 
sinner, as though the sinner himself should die 
eternally. “The Lord hath laid on him (Christ) 
the iniquity of us all.” Isa. liii: 6. ‘“ Who his own 
self bore our sins in his own body on the tree.” 
I Peter, ii: 24. “For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, 
but -quickened sby -the Spirits) b- Peters ate; 
“ But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God.” Heb.x:12. Because Christ was thus 
judged, notwithstanding the law says,‘ The wages 
of sin is death,” and “the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die,” it is possible for God to “ be just and the jus. 
tifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Rom. iii: 
26. So the sin’s question, so far as the believer 
is concerned, was forever settled, judicially, in 
Christ dying to redeem us from the curse of the 
law. (See Gal. 111; 13.) The Master himself said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth 
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my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into the 
condemnation (Judgment), but is passed from 
death unto life” (literally out of death into 
life.) Jno. v: 24. Here is the explicit statement 
made that the believer sa// not come into judg- 
ment. Surely God would not—could not—dis- 
honor the redemptive work of his Son, so much 
as to call a poor repentant, believing soul into 
judgment for that for which his Son Jesus 
Christ had already been judged. We may be 
very, very sure, he never will do such a thing, 
for has he not said, in order that we may have 
no doubt in regard to this matter: “As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath he removed. 
our transgressions from us.” Psa. chit: 12. “And 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the 
sea.” Micah vil: 19; and “for thou hast cast all 
my sins behind thy back.” Isa. xxxvili: 17; and 
“T have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy trans- 
gressions, and as a cloud thy sins.” Isa. xliv: 22, 
“and I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem- 
ber their‘sins no more.” ’ Jer. xxx1: 34. 

But, what if a man sin after he has been justi- 
fied? Well, “if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.”—I. 
Jno. ii: 1. But is there nothing for him to do if 
he commit sin? Yes, he isto repent of the sin, 
confess it, and ask forgiveness for it. “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” It is for every child of God to rejoice that 
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the sins question has been for them forever settled, 
and by watchfulness, prayerfulness, and constant 
reliance upon God’s grace, avoid all forms—the 
very appearance of sin, and keep themselves “ un- 
spotted from the world.” 
Second, the 

JUDGMENT OF BELIEVERS FOR THEIR WORKS. 

This judgment will take place at the coming 
of the Lord—the end of the age. II. Cor. v: Io. 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in hts body, according to that he hath done, 
whether z¢ de good or bad. The pronoun “we” 
occurs twenty-six times in this chapter, and in 
each instance means the saints. The “we” in this 
verse, therefore, are they who “ have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” —(Verse 1). Who have received the ear- 
nest of the Spirit—(Verse 5). Who “ walk by faith 
and not by sight.”—(Verse 7). Who “labor, that, 
whether present or absent, we may be accepted of 
him.’—(Verse 9). These are they mentioned in the 
tenth verse, and the only ones who are mentioned. 
In I. Cor. iv: 5, we are told that this judgment 
takes place at the coming of the Lord. “ There- 
fore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make manifest the 
counsels of the hearts and then shall every (each, 
R. V.) man have praises of God,” The Apostle is 
here speaking of the responsibilities of stewardship 
and warning them against judging one another, or 
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himself, but to let such matters alone until the Lord 
come, and then each of them, as “good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God,” shall “‘ have praises 
of God.” The ungodly will never have praises of 
God. I. Cor. iii: 11-15. ‘ For other toundations 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if any man build upon this found- 
ation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stub- 
ble: Every man’s work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 
Any service’ rendered, by a «disciple; an-the 
name of Jesus Christ, with an eye single to the 
glory of God, is “gold, silver, precious stones,” 
for which an hundred fold of good things shall be 
the reward. But if the disciple shall render serv- 
ice, no matter though it may be in the interest of 
the church of God, if there should be even the 
least element of selfishness in it, it will be ‘‘ wood, 
hay and stubble,” and “shall be burned, but he 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The question of 
his salvation is not the thing passed upon; only his 
works are judged. And thus we see how the 
Christian is judged at the coming of the Lord. 
Third, the 
JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS. 
This judgment takes place at “the day of 
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the Lord.” At the close of this dispensation 
—the end of the age—satan is hurled from the 
place of accusation into the earth, and his 
wrath will be very great, for he “knows that 
he hath but a short time.’ Christ appears to 
raise the sleeping, and translate the living saints: 
and he disappears with his bride, to save her from 
the fires of the ¢rzbulum. At the close of the 
“short time,” of the tribulation, Christ returns 
with the saints—his bride—to judge the nations 
and destroy the man of sin. This stupendous and 
startling event is called “the day of the Lord,” 
and sometimes “the revelation of the Lord,” and 
“the appearing of the Lord,” in contra-distinction 
from the “coming of the Lord.” The coming of the 
Lord, for the saints, is mentioned in I. Thess. iv: 
13-18, and some of the remarkable events incidental 
thereto, such as the resurrection of the righteous, 
and translation of the living saints, are described. 
In the fifth chapter we have “the day of the Lord”’ 
_ described in the following very graphic language: 

‘“ But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you. For your- 
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they 
shall say, peace and safety; then sudden destruc- 
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child; and they shall not escape. The fore- 
going agrees with the following: “When the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the 
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gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power when he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
in that day.” (II. Thess. i: 7-10.) 

The judgment spoken of in these passages - 
is of ungodly persons only, and corresponds 
with the judgment in Matt. xxv: 31-46, and 
Rev. xix: 10-21. It will also be observed that. 
it is subsequent to the rapture of the saints. The 
judgment of Matt. xxv: 31-46, is after the marriage 
supper of the Lamb and the apportionment of the 
rewards. (See Matt. xxv: 1-30.) The judgment 
of I. Thess. v: 1-3, is subsequent to the resurrection 
of the sleeping, and translation of the living saints. 
(See Thess. iv: 13-18.) The judgment of II. Thess. 
i: 7-10,is at the revelation of the Lord with his 
saints to be glorified inthem. The judgment of 
Rey. xix: 10-21, follows the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. (Rev. xix: 5-9.) The “ Faithful and 
True” is the “ King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” 
They that follow him on white horses are the 
saints and angels—‘“the armies which were in 
heaven.” This agrees with Dan. vii: 22—“ Until 
the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given 
to the saints of the Most High; and the time 
came that the saints possessed the Kingdom.” 
“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophe- 
sied of these, saying, Behold the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment 
upon all: and to convince all that are ungodly 
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among them of all their ungodly deeds, which they 
have ungodly committed, and all of their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” (Jude 14:15.) For, says the Spirit 
by Paul, “Do ye not know that the saints shall 
judge the world?” I. Cor. vi: 2. It should also 
be noticed that there is not the slightest mention 
of any wicked dead being raised in connection 
with these startling and thrilling scenes, but only 
the living, who are saying, “Peace and safety,’ are 
here. So it will be observed that the saints are 
associated with Christ in the judgment of the 
wicked that are here upon the earth, when he re. 
turns to cut the work “short in righteousness,’ 
and set up his kingdom 

But, say some, how about the sheep and the 
goats (£2do) judgment in Matt. xxv: 31-46? Does 
this not teach a general judgment? How can it, 
whentherighteous were judged for their sins at the 
cross and for their works at the coming of the Lord, 
both of which judgments are already over past? 
The first thirteen verses of this chapter present 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. The next seven- 
teen, the judgment for works. And now, subse- 
quently to these events, is the judgment of the 


nations—the living wicked. But let us examine 
the text itself. 


“When the Son of Manshall come in his glory 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory, and before him 
shall be gathered all nations (not dead or resur- 
rected persons); and he shall separate them (the 
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nations) as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats, and he shall set the sheep on his right hand 
(some of these nations) but the goats on the left”’ 
(the rest of the nations). Here isa judgment to 
which the “nations” as such, are gathered. The 
Jews are not among these nations. God has said: 
‘“‘ Lo, the people shall dwell alone and shall not be 
reckoned among the nations.” Numb.23:9. They 
have been scattered over the face of the earth, 
but they have lost none of their distinguishing 
characteristics as a people. Further proof of this 
is found in the fact that, when the “sheep” nations 
are rewarded they inquire why rewards are dis- 
pensed unto them? and the King replies: “ Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’— 
(Verse 40). A general judgment places all good 
persons, who have ever lived, on the right hand 
of the Judge, and all bad on the left. But it is 
not thus, for here is a third class, “ My breth- 
ren;” so we have three classes, viz: sheep, goats 
and brethren, which of course upsets the“ gen- 
eral judgment,” idea completely. “My brethren” 
refers to our Lord’s kindred after the flesh, the 
Jews. Of course the saints are his brethren also, 
see Matt. 12:50. But He is not referring to the 
saints in this case, as we shall soon plainly see. 

It is extremely absurd to say that the brethren 
mentioned here are the sheep. If this were so, in 
order to make sense of the text, it would have to 
read: Inasmuch as ye have done it unto yourselves 
ye have done it unto me, which would be nonsense. 
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So the Jews are not among the nations in this 
awful scene. God says they are not to be nuin- 
bered among the nations, and they stand separate 
from the sheep and the goats. 

The church is not among the sheep and goats 
either. As we have before noted, the church has 
already been raised and translated; the marriage 
supper of the Lamb has taken place, and the saints 
have been judged for their works and rewarded 
accordingly, and are now here with their King to 
judge the world nations. Beside, the church be- 
longs no more to the nations than does Israel. Jesus 
Christ “came unto his own, and his own received 
him not.” (John 1:11) but God said, “1 wil call 
them my people, which were not my people.” 
Rom.ix:25. And hence “Simeon hath declared 
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take 
out of them a people for his name.’ Acts xv:14, 
The saints were separated from the world nations 
when they became fellow citizens “of the house- 
hold of God” Eph. 2:19 (see II. Cor. 6:17). “ For 
our citizenship is in heaven,” Phil. 3:20. 

No, this is not a general, but special judgment. 
When satan is cast down from the place of accu- 
sation, into the earth, his wrath will be very great 
against the Jews. The Jews have not been con- 
verted in any large numbers; but there have been 
a few of them witnessing for Jesus in all times 
of the church’s history. It is estimated that 1,500 
of these people protess taith in Christ annually 
In their prosperity they always forget God (just 
so of the Gentiles also). In adversity and amid 
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great persecutions they always repented and set 
their faces to seek the Lord. In this time of 
satan’s great wrath against them they will seek 
the Lord, and receive the testimony of Jesus from 
their brethren, and accept Christ as their Messiah. 
During the time of this great tribulation, the 
nations that persecute the Jewish messengers, as 
Russia is doing to-day, are the goats. Those that 
show them kindness, as the United States and 
England are now doing, are the sheep. The goat 
nations are cast into hell. The sheep nations are 
admitted into the “kingdom prepared for you 
From the foundation of the world.” This is not 
heaven. The heavenly kingdom was prepared 
before the foundation of the world. This king- 
dom is the kingdom of a thousand years’ duration, 
the time satan ‘is bound, and in the bottomless 
pit. These nations that during the time of the 
great tribulation, visited the Lord’s brethren, the 
Jews, when they were sick and in prison, took 
them in when strangers, fed them when they were 
hungry, gave them water when they were thirsty, 
and clothed them when naked, are permitted on this 
account, “to inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” Noone but a 
Unitarian believes anybody willinherit the “heaven. 
ly kingdom” forany suchreason. They live here on 
the earth during the thousand years, during which 
time there is no death, and they multiply until 
“the number of whom is as the sands of the sea ;”’ 
and then, when satan is let loose again, these are 
the nations which are in the four quarters of the 
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earth “ Gog and Magog,” which he deceives, and 
leads up against “the camp of the saints * * * * * 
and the beloved city, and fire comes down from 
God out of heaven, and devours them.”’ (See Rev. 
20:8-9) So that instead of being saved in heaven 
they ultimately perish in hell, unless some of them 
shall be saved during the millennium, as is quite 
likely. It will be observed, by a careful student 
- of the passages cited under this head, that there is 
a twofold judgment at the day of the Lord, a 
judgment of nations, as such, and a judgment of 
individuals. Thereis- good reason for believing 
that many Gentiles will be saved as well as the 
Jews during the great tribulation, as a result of 
the faithful testimony of the Jewish messengers. 
These are “the righteous,” among the sheep na- 
tions, who enter “into life eternal,” and the ‘‘other 
Sheep have I which are not of this fold.” (Jno. 1o: 16) 
Of course none can enter life eternal on account of 
any work of charity or benevolence, but only ‘ by 
the new and living way,” through the blood of 
Ghrist.(see Reve 7:14,15;12:1 1.) 


THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 


After the nations, Gog and Magog, are de- 
stroyed and satan is cast into the lake, which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which events are 
more than one thousand years subsequent to the 
raising of the righteous saints---the first resurrection 
—and their judgment for works; the wicked dead 
are raised and judged for their works, and cast 
into the lake of fire also. 
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“ And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God ; and the books were opened: and an- 
other book was opened. which is the Book of Life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to 
their works. 

“« And the sea gave up the dead which were in 
it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them ; and they were judged every 
man according to their works. 

“ And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death. 

«‘ And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” —Rev. 
20: 12-15. 

In Matt. 25:31-46, there is not the slightest 
reference to any dead persons being raised; only 
living people are upon the scene. Here it will be 
observed that no living persons are upon the scene 
of the great white throne judgment, but the 
raised ones only. In the Acts, 10:42, we are 
told that Jesus Christ ‘was ordained of God to 
be the judge of the quick (the living) and dead.” 
In II. Tim. 4:1 we are also informed that he “ shall 
judge the quick (living) and the dead at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom.” The living shall be 
judged at—or by—his appearing, the day of the | 
Lord, and the dead, at—or by—his kingdom—his 
everlasting kingdom; when all things shall be put 
under him, and he shall reign from the rivers 
unto the ends of the earth. 

It will also be observed that only those who 
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are cast int the lake of fire are in the great white 
throne judgment. No reference whatever is 
made to the righteous being present in these 
thrilling and terrible scenes. If they were here, 
surely mention would be made of the fact. No, 
the righteous have had their glorified bodies for 
more than one thousand years, and have been 
reigning with their all-glorious Lord; and after 
this closing chapter of the history of sin and satan, 
are to dwell with him in endless felicity. 
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CHAP TERA XAT. 


THE DEVIL. 


There is no one fact of Scripture that satan 
has so effectually obscured and darkened, as the 
truth concerning himself. The unbelieving are 
blinded by him, and the great body of believers 
are ignorant of his devices. Christians, pretty 
generally, disbelieve in his personality; have few, 
if any, clearly defined views of his character ; little 
knowledge of his fate; and usually, he is con- 
sidered to be a sort of huge joke. Heis called the 
“Old Harry,” “Old Scratch,” “Old Nick,” etc., 
etc., and wherever reference is made to him ina 
public meeting, such mention is almost always_ 
sure to provoke smiles and laughter. But he is 
no joke. He is a vicious, tireless, inexorable 
monster, against whom all the sons of men uni- 
tedly have not power sufficient to successfully 
contend; and before whose fierce wrath the 
strongest must fall, unless reliance is placed on the 
Arm made bare in our behalf. 


HIS ORIGIN. 


The popular notion concerning satan’s origin 
is, that he was a pure and holy being at one time, 


The Devil. 119 


who served in the presence of God, but being 
possessed with a desire to rule he rebelled against 
the authority of God and the Government of 
Heaven, and was, because of such rebellion, hurled 
from the battlements of glory into the earth, and 
has ever since been the beastly monster that he is. 
Such notion is Miltonic. The Scriptures teach no 
such thing. The following passages are believed 
by “some.to; teach. this idea, viz. :° ll Peter 2 <q: 
‘For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell and delivered them into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment ;” 
and, Jude 6: “And the angels, which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness unto the judgment of the great day.” In 
these two passages mention is made of certain 
beings called “angels.” They are not called 
satan or the devil, and there is no more reason 
for calling them thus, than to call them Judas 
Iscariot. Besides, is it not explicitly said that 
they are in everlasting chains, in hell, in bonds, 
under darkness, there to be kept until the judg- 
ment of the great day? Doesn’t everybody very 
well know that the devil has not been disposed of 
in any such summary manner? There are those 
who believe that the devil is bound, and we are 
even now in the midst of the millennium. But 
such teaching is wholly unscriptural, and such 
persons belong to the unutilitarian class, rightly 
denominated impracticables. Satan is loose, and 
his power for mischief is very great. Proof of 
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this can be found any day in the year by reading 
from any daily paper, column after column of the 
records of his doings; and in the ceaseless war- 
fare he wages against all those who are trying to 
make their way to “the city that hath founda- 
tion.” It is believed by some that in John 8:44 is 
some proof of this idea, where it says: “ He (the 
devil) abode not in the truth.” This would ap- 
pear to teach, they say, that he once was in the 
truth, but did not remain there. Not so, how- 
ever. The revised text says, he “stood not in the 
truth.” Some ancient authorities read: “‘He was 
a murderer (literally a man-murderer) from the 
beginning, and standeth not in the truth.” Some 
hold that Rev. 12:9-12 clearly establishes this 
view. No exegete will say so, since nearly all are 
agreed that this is yet future—will take place at 
the end of the age—the present dispensation, after 
the opening the seventh seal. (Rev. 11:15.) Be- 
side, does it not say that when he is “ cast down” 
from the place of accusation that his wrath will be 
great; “knowing that he hath but a short time.” 
Can anybody believe this refers to his origin, when 
we all know that for six thousand weary years 
“the whole creation” has been groaning under 
the awful burdens he has laid upon her. And so 
the best authorities agree that Luke x: 18 is pro- 
phetic of the same time aud facts. On the other 
hand, John vii: 44, explicitly states that the devil 
was “a murderer from the beginning.” I Johnii: 
8, also says “the devil sinneth from the beginning.” 
But it is sometimes said that ‘“‘beginning” in these 
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places means, when he started upon his career as 
an evil being, after his fall. But is not this 
‘private interpretation ?”” arche is the equiva- 
lent of reshitth in Gen. i: 1. So it appears by 
these passages that from the very beginning he 
was a man-murderer and sinner. But some will 
begin to speculate after this fashion: Didn’t God 
createthe devil? Without doubt hedid. Doesn’t 
the Bible teach that everything he created was 
altogether perfect and good? How was it pos- 
sible for God to create a “ man-murderer’”’ and 
sinner? It was and is possible for God to do just 
what pleaseth him. The attributes of God are 
greater than the measure of man’s mind. It is 
better for us not to go beyond our depth. There 
is no limit to the speculations we may indulge in 
about all the things of God. The Mailtonic idea is 
not taught in the sacred Scriptures. They teach 
that he was a man-murderer and sinner from the 
beginning. More than this they teach nothing 
concerning his origin. Let us not be wise above 
that which is written. 


HIS PERSONALITY. 


But few persons believe the devil to be a per- 
son. The prevalent idea, even among professing 
Christians, is, that he is a sort of pernicious influ- 
ence, permeating all minds in business, social, and 
even church life. Like malaria, itis in the air— 
unmaterialized, and the law of its operations, un- 
formulated; but exercise a little care in the 
proper, mild use of preventives, such as going 
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to church pleasant Sunday mornings, reading a 
chapter in the Bible once in a while, observing 
Lent, and making a contribution to some worthy 
benevolent object, and there is no especial dangev. 
You'll get acclimated in a little while, and you 
can laugh whenever the preacher speaks about 
the devil. This is of a piece of the opinions of a 
vast majority of people respecting this monster. 

In reading the account of the temptation of our 
first parents, is it possible for any intelligent per- 
son, who believes the sacred record, to imagine 
satan to be anything else thana person?  Like- 
wise the temptations of our Saviour! A man once 
inquired of a friend of mine: “Do you believe ina 
personal devil?” “Certainly,” was the prompt 
reply. ‘QO, nonsense,” said the man, “that idea is 
a relic of the dark ages. The devil is nothing but 
an evil principle within a man.” “According to 
your view then,” replied my friend, “Matthew iv: 
1, should read: ‘Then was Jesus led up of the 
Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted by an 
evil principle within him.’” The man was con- 
founded by the very pertinent reply. God always 
speaks of the devil asa person, and never as an 
evil principle or bad influence. By these facts, 
and the revelation the Word of God makes of his 
characteristics, we know him to be a person—a 
monster of dire and hideous mein—of fierce and 
relentless nature. 
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HIS CHARACTERISTICS. 


If two armies are confronting each other, it is 
of the very first importance to the commander ot 
each to know the position, numbers and plans of 
the other. Weare inanenemy’s country. He is 
subtle and vigilant. Our Great Commander has 
not left us in ignorance as to his characteristics. 


HE IS A DECEIVER. 


The following passages give us light upon this 
point: “Lest satan should get an advantage of us 
for we are not ignorant of his devices.” (II Cor. 
ii: r1.) “And no marvel, for satan himself is trans- 
formed into an angel of light.” (II Cor. xi: 14.) 
Jesus Christ said of him, “There is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own, for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 
vill, 44.) ‘Again there was a day when the sons 
of God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and satan came also among them to present 
himself before the Lord.” (Job 1: 1.) The pur- 
pose of satan is to disguise his real character and 
intentions. Hence he appears as “an angel of 
light;” as a devout worshiper among the sons of 
God, before the Lord, and thus he deceives those 
who are “ignorant of his devices.” But he never 
did tell the truth, either by word or representation. 
No house is ever opened for the worship of God 
but what he is present, even if none but the janitor 
appears. He comes not as a monster, but an angel 
of light—the most meek and pious-looking wor- 
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shiper that ever bowed before the Most High. 
Though coming thus itis for no good purpose. 
He comes to annoy and confound the preacher. 
Through a badly-ventilated room—he can work 
where there is no oxygen—the Holy Spirit can’t— 
through an usher with squeaky boots; through late 
comers; through the janitor stirring up the fire or 
shifting the windows or ventilators just at the time 
when perfect silence is most needed; through a cry- 
ing baby; and in many other ways, he hinders the 
work of God. He even goes before and hinders 
the preacher in his preparation, by hedging him 
about with other matters, such as inopportune 
callers who will persist in talking about things 
altogether foreign to the work he has in hand, and 
keep it up until his time for work is all gone; or, 
other work that steals away his time for impor- 
tant and necessary study; ora dinner party that 
results in placing him in his pulpit with asluggish 
mind, and otherwise unfitted for clear, vigorous 
ministration. Big dinners with salads and highly 
spiced food, have no doubt been often used by 
satan to hinder the Lord’s work, and have spoiled 
many a good sermon; and in numerous other mat- 
_ ters and ways, the evil one makes it, oftentimes, 
most difficult for the preacher to do his preaching 
at the very best. In the conference and testimony 
meetings he is continually suggesting, in his most 
plausible and insinuating manner, to those who 
are at all minded to contribute to the interest and 
success of the meetings, or ought to—you spoke in 
the last meeting of this kind; or, you had better 
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wait until others have spoken; or, you may not be 
able to make a clear statement or good impression, 
and will thus subject yourself to criticism, etc., 
etc. But, if you are determined to go ahead, and 
bear your part, he’ll hinder or mar your testimony 
in every possible way. Dr. Watts once wrote: 


“Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.” 


Satan can’t be frightened in any such way. 
Instead of running away, when any saint kneels to 
pray, he will get down by his side and fill his 
mind with other than prayerful thoughts, so that 
before he knows it he will be thinking of some- 
thing wholly foreign to what he started to ask for 
or pray about. So very subtle and insidious is 
satan, that four-fifths of Christians who read this 
will laugh at and ridicule it all. But why should 
any child of God be misled by him, when God 
shows us, in his Word, that though he wears the 
guise of “an angel of light,” and appears among 
the sons of God as an apparently devout wor- 
shiper, he is, nevertheless, a deceiving, lying 
monster! A skillful wielding of the Sword of the 
Spirit will always unmask him. 


HE IS THE GOD OF THIS WORLD. 


In II. Cor. iv: 3, 4, God says: “But if our Gospel 
be hid, itis hid to them that are lost, in whom the 
God of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not,” etc. Speaking of the saints, 
God says, “Of whom the whole family in heaven 
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and earth is named.” Some of them are at home, 
and the rest are going there. But it is one family 
whether at home or on the way. Just so of satan’s 
family or kingdom, part of them are in hell and 
the rest are going there. And because many 
of his subjects are here in this world, he reigns 
here. Nuine-tenths of the human family are his 
willing subjects. What is the significance of the 
fact that “the big fish eat the little ones’’? in all 
the affairs of this world. “ Might makes right,” 
is the world’s motto; and selfishness and lust 
dominate the world’s governments and doings. 
In uncivilized lands, note the tribal conflicts, 
that are constantly being waged with unpitying 
fury. In civilized lands, it is little or no better. 
See all Europe bristling with bayonets, and the | 
people living, as it were, in a powder house, The 
smaller states, the avaricious prey of the larger; 
and the larger eyeing each other with constant dis- 
trust, their armies in line of battle, and navies with 
decks cleared and yards squared. Emperor, Czar 
and King living in continual fear of their nearest 
friends and relatives. The cry of the oppressed is 
stifled by the gag of imperial power. The rotten- 
ness of the social fabric is enough to cause ‘a 
hungry vulture to wheel away to some far desert 
land. But what of the United States? They have 
no large standing army, because their immediate 
neighbors are small and friendly. Their navy is 
small and of little worth, because the Government 
feels secure in its isolation. But what about these 
stories we read and hear so much, that it would 
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seem as though the air was full of them, of grasp- 
ing and oppressive monopolies? of strikes, of riots, 
and of assassinations? of corruptions in congress, 
legislatures, and boards of aldermen and councils ? 
of gross defalcations of trusts? of murders, suicides, 
licentiousness, drunkenness, divorces, Sabbath 
desecrations, lawlessness, shame and death, until 
it would seem that this fair land was the spawning 
- ground of hell? Are they all true? Alas! we 
know, for the most part, they are. If the devil is 
not, who is, responsible for it all. No, he is the 
“God of this world,” and rules here, except in the 
hearts and lives of believers, imperiously! It will 
not always be so, but it is so now, and will be 
until “the Strong Man” returns and smites him 


“with the breath of his mouth.” 


HE IS THE OPPOSER OF GOD’S PEOPLE. 


“Wherefore we would have come unto you, 
even | Paul, once and again; but satan hindered 
us.” I Thess. 11:18. What! satan hinder Paul? 
Certainly! - And, if he hindered the great Apostle 
to the Gentiles, what Christian will he not oppose? 
Yes, he contests every point of advantage in the 
conflict of life, opposes us every inch of the way, 
the while we seek to make our way to the hills of 
God. Heisatireless foe, an unwearying monster; 
subtle, cunning, and always onthealert. No child 
of God ever took a step in the right direction, that 
he did not seek to trip him or entangle him in the 
meshes of the net he has set to ensnare his feet. 
No one ever buckled on the armor to fight the 
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good fight of faith, but what he was immediately 
confronted by this ever vigilant and wary foe, who 
contests every movement he makes. No one ever 
attempted to do anything toward the strengthening 
of themselves in grace, or the upbuilding of the 
Master’s kingdom, but that he would do his most 
—his utmost—to hinder, thwart, and confound. 
Many a Christian has fainted and fallen by the way 
because of the difficulties and obstacles encount- 
ered. Many a soldier of Jesus Christ has given 
up the fight because of the unwearied persist- 
ence and tireless activity of this foe. Many a 
toiler in the Lord’s vineyard, has abandoned the 
work, and lapsed to idleness, because of the dis- 
couragements met with. Instead of being dis- 
couraged at these things, they should be, to us, the 
most encouraging of indications. If we were not 
going in the right direction satan wouldn’t hinder 
us by placing obstacles in our way. If we were. 
not fighting the right battle, there would be no 
foe to confront and oppose us. If ours were not 
the right work there would be none to retard or 
pull down. Here isa parable: A man was riding 
across the country, horseback. He came to what 
appeared to bea deserted village. He rode down 
through its only street quite half way, but saw no 
one. He cametoachurch. He thought the in- 
habitants might possibly be in there. Dismount- 
ing, he hitched his horse and entered. But there 
was never a man, woman or child there. He went 
up into the gallery, but it wasempty. He ascended 
into the bell tower, and there, in a dark corner, lay 
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a little devil curled up and asleep. He did not 
disturb him. Descending, he mounted his horse 
and rode on through the village. On its outskirts 
he came to an old tumble down cabin, in which 
lived an old, lame, blind and poor negro widow. 
On the roof of her cabin, and on the fence, and 
around in the yard were about 450 devils howling 
like mad. The man reined up his horse and looked 
on for afew moments. Presently one of the devils 
got out into the road, and the man inquired of 
him what it all meant. The devil replied, that the 
woman who lived there was praying, much of her 
time, for a revival to come to the village, and they 
were trying to prevent it by hindering her. Well, 
said the man, I can’t understand it; why, down at 
the church, there was one little devil up in the 
belfry asleep, and here are 450 of you concentrat- 
ing your energies upon this woman, who has no 
influence socially, for she is a negro widow, blind, 
lame, and very poor. It seems to me you have 
made a mistake. You ought to reverse this thing. 
Bring the sleepy devil up here, and you 450 go 
down tothe church. You don’t understand it at 
all, replied the devil. Almost any sleepy little 
devil can look after that church; its members are 
nearly all dancing, going to the theater, playing 
cards, loving the ways of the world, and doing 
pretty much as the boss devil wants them to ; but, 
as for this woman, she may havea black skin, but she 
has been washed and-‘made white in the blood of the 
Lamb; she may be lame, but she can’t be turned out 
of the way, and she is making rapid strides and good 
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time for the celestial city; she may be poor in 
earthly possessions, but she is rich toward God; 
she may be blind, but she can see clearly how to 
walk “the King’s highway of holiness;” she may 
be a widow, but she is espoused to the Son of the 
King Eternal; she may not have much influence 
in the society of this world, but she has at the court 
of heaven; and we 450 have just all we can do to 
keep her from ruining us and our cause. But I 
am needed urgently just now, for she has just en- 
tered her closet to pray, and I can’t therefore tarry 
longer. 

No matter what our trials if we continue 
to trust the blessed Lord; has he not promised 
to make “all things work together for good to 
them that love God?” (Rom. viii: 28.) We are 
told to “count it all joy when we fall into divers 
temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience.” (James 1: 2, 3.) “That 
the trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold, that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honor 
and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
(I Peter i: 7.) But, “Fear none of these things 
which thou shalt suffer; behold, the devil shall 
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried ; 
* * “* be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” (Rev. ii: 10.) So the 
oppositions we meet with are so many badges of 
discipleship, and shall be turned, by the good 
Father in heaven, into just so many means of dis- 
cipline and blessing. 
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HE IS THE ACCUSER OF GOD’S PEOPLE. 


In Rev. xii: 10, we are told, “And I heard 
a loud voice saying, in heaven, now is come salva- 
tion and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ; for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night.” 

The time is future, after the opening of the 
seventh seal, the sounding of the seven trumpets 
and thunders. The place of accusation is before 
God, “in heaven.” Satan is there and will be until 
the end of the age—present dispensation—accus- 
ing “the brethren.” ‘The brethren” are the Jews. 
Christ was of the seed of Abraham. Against them 
an accusation can be brought, for they “ denied the 
Holy One and Just, and desired a murderer.” (Acts 
11:14.) But the Master said, “‘ Whosoever shall do 
the will of God, the same is my brother.” (Mark 
lil: 35.) Satan is there accusing the saints. This is 
one reason why Christ did not remain on earth to 
conduct personally the affairs of his church,—he 
must needs ascend on high to meet the accusations 
of satan. He is there as our Advocate. (See I 
John ii: 1.) But, say some, this text refers to his 
origin, to his sinning and losing his character as 
a good angel and his place in heaven. How can 
it? when it is said explicitly, that his business in 
heaven, is to accuse the brethren? How could he, 
when there existed no brethren before his fall, ac- 
cording to the Miltonic idea of his origin, and 
therefore none to accuse? 
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Satan is a person. He is not omnipresent. 
There is but one omnipresent being in the universe. 
Satan must therefore have a local habitation. 
Where is it? During the present dispensation it 
is “in heaven,” “before God,” as the above text 
explicitly declares. In Job ii: 1, we are told “ Again 
there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, and satan 
came also among them, to present himself before 
the Lord.” We don’t know what sort of beings 
these sons of God are; but we do know they “ pre- 
sented themselves before the Lord,” and that satan 
was among them, before the Lord, as satan. Zech- 
ariah iii: 1—“ And he shewed me Joshua the high 
priest, standing before the angel of the Lord, and 
satan standing at his right hand to resist him.” 
Eph. vi: 12. “For our wrestling is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 
against the powers, against the world rulers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness 
in the heavenly places.” (R. V.)—or as the mar- 
ginal reading has it, “against wicked spirits in 
heavenly places.” Isa. xxiv: 22-23: “ And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall pun- 
ish the high ones that are on high, and the kings 
of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be- 
gathered together as prisoners are gathered in the 
pit, and shall be shut up in prison, and after many 
days shall they be visited. Then the moon shall 
be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously.” 
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These passages, it will be seen, agree with Rev. 
xli: 9-12, and Luke x: 18, which the exegetes agree 
are unfulfilled prophecies. 

But some will ask—“Do not the Scriptures say 
that, ‘there shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation or maketh a lie, but they which are written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life.’ (Rev. xxi: 27,) and 
don’t this exclude the possibility of satan being in 
heaven?” Yes, this is a Scriptural quotation; but 
a mistake is made in supposing that the vision is 
one of heaven. This holy Jerusalem is not heaven, 
but the church. Examine the context. John was 
carried away to see “the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 
(Rev. xxi: 9.) Alb:are agreed ‘that “the bride, 
the Lamb’s wife,” is the church. Then what 
John saw—the holy Jerusalem—was the church 
‘descending out of heaven from God,” (Rev. 
xxi: 10,) and not heaven. Into the church, 
the true church, not the Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Catholic, Congrega- 
tional, etc., etc.; for that which “defileth ” and that 
“ worketh abomination,” and ‘maketh a lie” can 
be found in ali of them,—but into the church made 
up of all persons, irrespective of nationality, color, 
social position, denominational or family name, 
who are united in vital union, in resurrection life 
to the living, all glorious Christ, by the energy of 
the Holy Spirit,—into this church nothing unholy, 
unclean orabominable canever come. Thechurch, 
““the bride, the Lamb’s wife,” has been absent in 
the heavenlies with the Bridegroom, He having 
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come and taken her away to himself, and is now 
returning to dwell in the “new earth,” wherein 
dwelleth righteousness (II Peter ii: 13,) that, “the 
tabernacle of God” may be “ with men.” (Rev. 
xxl: 3.) Babylon was the greatest and most mag- 
nificent city of earth. In the Revelation she is 
used to represent the world that “ lieth in wicked. 
ness.” Over against her is placed the church as 
the most magnificent city God could possibly pic- 
ture toman’s mind. There is heaven, and there is 
heaven. The word of God tells us that Elijah 
“went up bya whirlwind into heaven.” (II Kings 
ii: 11.) Nine hundred and twenty-five years after 
this event Jesus Christ said—‘‘ No man hath as- 
cended up to heaven.” (John iii: 13.) In the first 
case, heaven means “ heaved up things.” In the 
second—‘sky air.” II Kings ii: 16, 17, will probably 
throw light upon the first case. As to the second, 
no man had yet beenin the heaven of which Christ 
spoke in Jno. iii: 13. This could not be until He 
first conquered death and the grave, then “he as- 
cended on high, and led captivity captive” (Eph. 
iv: 8)—delivered the Old Testament saints who 
were detained in Paradise—Abraham, Lazurus and 
the penitent thief were there—until he who was 
Lord over death and the grave, should subdue 
them and ascend to build the mansions he promised 
his disciples he would prepare for them (Jno. xiv: 
1-3,) which is “far above all heavens.” (Eph. iv: 
10.) God, the Father, is upon the throne, which 
is evidently in the midst of the heavens. In his 
presence satan is now accusing the brethren day 
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and night. But “if any man sin we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the right- 
eous.” (I Jno. i: 1.) 

But some will inquire if satan is before the 
Lord, who is carrying on his work in earth and 
hell. The answer is—demons and wicked men. 
Mary Magdalene had seven demons cast out of her; 
and the Gerasene was possessed a legion of 
them. They possess men and women to-day as 
of old. The atmosphere is crowded with them. 
Men and women there are, by the thousands, who 
are willing subjects of his, and by every necessary 
qualification are fitted to do his diabolical bidding. 
And thus by his representatives, he is almost every- 
where 


HE IS THE ADVERSARY OF GOD’S PEOPLE. 


We are enjoined in I Pet. v: 8, to “be sober 
be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, asa 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour.” The word adversary here, is autzdtkos, 
and signifies “ opponent in law.” Satan is before 
God, accusing us of having violated God’s laws. 
Jesus Christ, as our advocate, is there to represent 
believers, and plead the merit of his offering for sin. 
The lion is king among beasts. A roaring lion is 
a hungry lion. Therefore, satan is strong, fierce 
and pitiless, but we need have no fear, since Christ 
“is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth” (Rom. x: 4), and we “are not 
under law, but under grace;” (Rom. iv: 14), there- 
fore ‘‘ we may have boldness in the day of judg- 
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ment: because as he is, so are we in this world.” 
(I John iv: 17.) All that the Saviour has done for 
us, 1s to us, and has promised, will surely be made 
good to us, if we abide steadfast and watchful in 
the faith of the Gospel. 


HE IS THE DESTROYER. 


In Revelation ix: 11, it is said, “And they 
had a king over them, which is the angel of 
the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue 
hath his name Apollyon.’ The meaning of 
these titles is destroyer. Jesus Christ was mani- 
fested that “he might bring to naught him that 
hath the power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb, 
11: 14). The Master said, ‘‘ Fear him (the devil), 
which after he hath killed, hath power to cast into 
hell.” (Luke xu: 5.) And also that “he was a 
murderer—literally, a man murderer—from the 
beginning.” (John viii: 44.) So we see that his 
purpose is to overwhelm and destroy the sons of 
men. He is stronger than death and the grave. 
He is mightier than all human strength. He is 
fiercer and more pitiless than a hungry lion. Un- 
less we have help from a mightier power, we shall 
utterly perish. Has such power been manifested 
in our behalf? 


CHRIST THE DELIVERER. 


“He that committeth sin is of the devil; 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested 
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that he might destroy the works of the devil” 
(I. John ii: 8). ‘“Forasmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had 
(hath) the power of death, that is, the devil.” 
(Heb. ii: 14.) “ Wherefore-he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost (completely) that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us’ (Heb. vii: 25). Sothe Stronger 
than he hath “ made bare his arm in our behalf,” 
and will “ undertake for us.” But how shall his 
strength avail us? ‘Submit yourselves therefore 
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you.” (James iv: 7.) We must yield ourselves in 
utter abandonment unto God, accepting his offer- 
ing for sins as the only ground of reconciliation, 
upon which alone he can do aught for us. But 
how resist him successfully? “Steadfast in the 
faith’? (I Peter v: 9). In Eph. vi: 10-18, we find 
the Christian soldier provided with an armor. 
One part of it is “the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked.” Of those who have finally triumphed it 
is said, “And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb” (Rey. xii: 11). So then the blood is 
the only ground of peace and safety. An unques- 
tioning faith that it was shed for us, (see Rom. v: 
8-10; Eph. i1: 13-17; Col.i: 20; I Peter 1: 19; Rev. 
vii: 14, etc.), and an abiding trust that it speaks 
perpetually for us, (see Heb. ix: 12, 24-26; iv: 14; 
x: 12,19; I Jno. ii: 1,2, etc.) constitutes “the shield 


138 The Lord’s Return. 


of faith,” which “quenches all the fiery darts of 
the wicked ;” and we are thereby made quite as 
safe, from his otherwise resistless power, as though 
we were inside the gateway of “the city that hath 
foundation.” Yes, resistless power. “ For we wres- 
tle not against flesh and blood.” If we did, the 
strongest, physically, would have the advantage, 
and the best thing each church society could do 
would be to erect a gymnasium, and call a minister 
who isa professional athlete. 

A man residing in Stockton, Kan., had a well 
which went dry all at once, and began to emit sul- 
phurous fumes. A coal mine in the neighborhood 
had tapped it. He went deranged about it. He 
thought the bottom had dropped into hell, and the 
devil was coming out there. Each morning, by 
daylight, for weeks together, he would station him- 
self by the well-curb, ax in hand, and through the 
day long would watch for satan, intending to hit 
him on the head should he show himself. Not 
more wise is any child of God who undertakes, in 
his own strength, to resist this monster. Faith in 
the blood of Christ gives us safety. 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 
and the word of their testimony” (Rev. xii: 11). 
Their testimony was according to truth—was the 
truth. That is how Christ overcame him. Satan 
tempted him three times. In each case the Saviour 
met him with a quotation from God’s Holy Word. 
That is how we are to overcome him. The sword 
of “the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. vi: 
17) is the only weapon of offence the Christian sol- 
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dier has. Everything else—all the parts of the 
armor—is for defence—protection. Satan can’t 
any more stand three thrusts of this most effective 
weapon, from the hands of a Christian, than from 
the hands of the man, Christ Jesus. He will flee 
when thus met, and angels will come and minister 
to the sword wielder as certainly as they did to 
the Christ. Under the shield of faith we are 
secure from his fiery darts, and the sword of the 
Spirit, handled at all skillfully, will turn him to 
utter rout and confusion. 


HIS DOOM. 


In Heb. ii: 14, we read that Christ Jesus was 
manifested, “that through death he might destroy 
(bring to naught) him that had (hath) the power of 
death, that is the devil.” In Rev. xi: 7-12, we are 
informed that at the end of this dispensation satan 
is cast down from the place of accusation into the 
earth, “having great wrath,” and “there shall be 
great tribulation, suchas hath not been from the 
beginning of the world until now. No, nor ever 
shall be.” (Matt. xxiv: 21.) Satan’s wrath will be 
terrible, because he knoweth “that he hath but a, 
SHULL tines” (Rev. xi: 12)):Rorthe elects-sake’ 
those days shall be shortened.” “And except 
those days should be shortened, there should no 
flesh be saved.” (Matt. xxiv: 22.) When this 
“short time” is passed, at the close of these days 
of ‘creat tribulation,” then is fulfilled this Scripture: 
“And I saw an angel come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit anda great 
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chain in his hand, and he laid hold on the dragon 
that old serpent, which is the devil and satan, 
and bound him athousand years, and cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal 
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years should be fulfilled; 
and after that he must be loosed for a little season.” 
(Rev. xxi: 1-3.) “And when the thousand years 
are expired, satan shall be loosed out of his 
prison.” (Rev. xxu:.7.);. “And the devil thatide: 


ceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 


brimstone, where the beast and false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and night for ever and 
for ever.”” (Rev. xxii: 10.) 

I was recently talking about this matter with a 
‘riend—a minister—when I called his attention to 
what is said of satan’s doom in the Revelation; he 
said to me, ‘You had better keep out of Revela- 
tion.” JTinquired why. “O!’ said he, “you can’t 
understand it; and I notice that those who read 
that book become foolish and cranky.” I replied, 
“Get thee behind me satan.” ‘Why do you say 
that?” he asked. ‘Because your statement was 
undoubtedly prompted by satan. This book is 
‘the Revelation of Jesus Christ; not of ‘St. John 
the Divine. A _ revelation is to make known 
something. If I can’t understand it, God has made 
a mistake in calling it ‘The Revelation.’ Besides, 
is it not truth? and has not the Spirit been sent to 
guide us into all truth? Is it not a portion of the 
Scriptures? and is not all Scripture profitable? 
Does it not read: ‘The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
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which God gave unto him, to show unto his ser- 
vants things which must shortly come to pass.’ 
(Rev. i: 1.) Am 1 not aservant of Jesus Christ? 
How can he show me the future things spoken of 
if I don’t read? Besides, does he not say: ‘Blessed 
of he that readeth, and they that hear the words 
is this prophecy, and keep those things which are 
written therein.’ (Rev. i: 3,) How can I ‘keep 
those things written therein,’ unless I read 
and study them, that I may know what things 
they are God has revealed? Besides, there is a 
blessing specially promised me if | do read the 
Revelation. Satan don’t want me to have that 
blessing, hence he put it into your mind to tell me 
not to read it. More than this, ‘The Revelation’ 
informs us of satan’s doom—yjust what is to be- 
come of him. Of this he wants to keep the saints 
in ignorance; hence he suggests that you can’t 
understand ‘The Revelation.’ He has such great 
power that the saint would easily become dis- 
couraged if only he can be kept in ignorance of 
satan’s fate. He knows full well what is to befall 
him. The legion of demons that possessed the 
man in the tombs, when they saw Jesus coming, 
recognized their Master, and ‘they besought him 
(Christ), that he would not command them to go 
out into the deep.” (Luke viii: 31). The deep 
mentioned was not the Sea of Galilee, into which 
they did go, but the bottomless pit. The word 
rendered deep here is adussos, the same which is 
rendered bottomless pit in Rev. xx: 1-3. They 
knew what is to become of them, together with 
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the arch demon, dzadolos, and they thought their 
time had come, and they began to plead for mercy. 
But mercy will not be shown themor him. He 
knows no element of mercy, and mercy will not 
be granted him. His great power shall soon be 
broken. This wrecked and ruined world, ere 
long will feel the feet of the coming Conqueror, 
The toiling and weary saints will soon greet their 
glorious Deliverer, who will make bare his arm in 
their behalf. Satan shall be hurled from the place 
of accusation into the earth, to be very wrathtul 
for a short time, then to be shut up in the bottom- 
less pit for 1,000 years. After then to be let 
loose for a little season; then he will be “‘cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and false prophet are, and shall be tormented day 
and might forever, and ever.’ >(Rev.1 x) ste)2 
Then shall men “beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nations shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any-more.” (Isa. ii: 4; 
Micah iv: 3.); and then “The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

“And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 

“And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’s den. | 

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
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mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
(Isa. xi: 6-9.) 

“ERven so come Lord Jesus.” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


ISRAEL’S EARTHLY INHERITANCE. 


Among the peoples of the earth none are so re- 
markable as Israel. This people is the problem 
of the ages. All the great nations contempora- 
neous with Israel’s earliest history, such as Egypt, 
Assyria, and Babylon; and the later great na- 
tions, as Greece and Rome, all lie buried under 
the dust of centuries. But, Israel, though scat- 
tered among the nations of the earth, since the Mac- 
cabean reign, and persecuted and enslaved in the 
most cruel and oppressive manner, still preserves, 
amidst all the social, religious and political con- 
vulsions of these centuries, her distinguishing 
peculiarities and characteristics as a_ people. 
Viewed in the light of this most striking and sig- 
nificant fact, the positive and explicit promises of 
Israel’s restoration to the possession of the land, 
become of thrilling interest to the student of 
prophecy. 

But what says the sacred record? 

First :—“ And the Lord said unto Abram, after 
that Lot was separated from him, lift up now thine 
eyes,and look from the place where thou art, north- 
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ward, and southward, and eastward, and west- 
ward : 

‘For all the land which thou seest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed forever. 

“And I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth: so that ifa man can number the dust of 
the earth, ¢#ex shall thy seed also be numbered. 

“ Arise, walk through the land in the length of 
it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto 
thee,’ <Gemexiirt 14=17) 

This most explicit, comprehensive and positive 
declaration and promise, that the land should be 
possessed by Abraham and his seed forever, was 
reiterated in this most emphatic language : 

“And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all 
the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; 
and I will be their God.” Gen. xvii: 8. 

This same wonderful declaration and promise 
was repeated unto Jacob when “God Almighty 
appeared unto him” at Luz, in the land of Canaan 
and blessed him and said unto him: “ Behold, I 
will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I 
will make of thee a multitude of people; and will 
give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlast- 
ing possession.” Gen. xlvili: 4. 

Nearly two thousand years after Abraham was 
laid in the cave of Machpelah, Stephen, a man 
“fullof the Holy Ghost and wisdom,” declared be- 
fore the Jewish council, that this covenant had 
not yet been fulfilled in the slightest particular. 
Note his language: 
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“And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers‘ 
hearken; the God of glory appeared unto our 
father Abraham, when he wasin Mesopotamia, oe 
fore he dwelt in Charran. 

“And said unto him, Get thee out of thy coun- 
try, and from thy kindred, and come into the land 
which I shall shew thee. 

‘“Then came he out of the land of the Chal- 
deans, and dwelt in Charran; and from thence, 
when his father was dead, he removed him into 
this land, wherein ye now dwell. 

“And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, 
not somuch as to set his foot on; yet he promised 


that he would give it to him for a possession, and to — 


his seed after him, when, as yethe had no child.” 
Acts vui:2-5. 

We all know that since Stephen uttered the 
above graphic language, the covenant and promise 
remain unfulfilled. 

Second :—God by the mouth of his servant 
Moses, spake these words to Israel : 

“ And I will make your cities waste, and bring 
your sanctuaries into desolation, and I will not 
smell the savour of your sweet odors. 

‘And I will bring the land into desolation: and 
your enemies which dwell therein shall be aston- 
ished at it. 

“ And I will scatter you among the heathen, 
and will draw out asword after you: and your 
land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. 

“Then shall the land enjoy her Sabbaths, as 
long as it lieth desolate, and ye de in your enemies’ 
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land ; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her 
Sabbaths. 

“ As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; be- 
cause it did not rest in your Sabbaths, when ye 
dwelt upon it. 

“And upon them that are left aéve of you I 
will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands 
of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf 
shall chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing 
from a sword; and they shall fall when none 
pursueth. 

“And they shall fall one upon another, as it 
were before a sword, when none pursueth; and ye 
shall have no power to stand before your enemies. 

“And ye shall perish among the heathen, and 
the land of your enemies shall eat you up. 

‘And they that are left of you shall pine away 
in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and also 
in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine 
away with them. 

“If they shall coniess their iniquity, and the in- 
iquity of their fathers, with their trespass which 
they trespassed against me, and that also that they 
have walked contrary unto me; 

“And that Il also have walked contrary unto 
them, and have brought them into the land of 
their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts 
be humbled, and they then accept of the punish- 
ment of their iniquity. 

“Then will I remember my covenant with 
Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also 
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my covenant with Abraham willl remember; and 
I will remember the land. 


“The land shall be left of them and shall en- 
joy her Sabbaths, while she lheth desolate. with- 
out them: and they shall accept of the punish- 
ment of their iniquity ; because, even because they 
despised my judgments, and because their soul 
abhorred my statutes. 


“And yet for all that, when they be in the land 
of their enemies I will not cast them away, neither 
will 1 abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to 
break my covenant with them: forI am the Lord 
their God. 

“But I will for their sakes remember tne cove- 
nant of their ancestors, whom I brought out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I 
might be their God: I am the Lord.”’—Lev. xxvi: 
31-45. 

In this Scripture Israel is told that, because of 
her transgressions, she shall cease to be a nation; 
shall be scattered among the nations of the earth, 
and persecuted most cruelly. But the covenant 
will still stand. And Israel will repent and be 
gathered into her own land. Weknow that, in 
the most minute particular, these prophecies, as to 
the dispersion, and in part as to the persecution, 
have been fulfilled. What right has any one to 
say these prophecies are true as to the dispersion 
and persecution, but not to the restoration? 


But it will be urged by some that this Scrip- 
ture has reference to the Syrian and Babylonian 
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captivities and oppressions. Nodoubt it does, in 
part, but the prophecy reaches on to the end. 

The end is not yet. In these captivities Israel 
was not “‘scattered among the nations,” to “the 
uttermost parts of heaven,” and she did not “ per- 
ish among the nations.” She isscattered now, and 
has no existence as anation; she has perished. The 
tribulation spoken of here was not wholly realized 
during the captivities. It reads very much like 
the great tribulation of the last days. See Matt. 
XX1v: 15-28, and Rev. xu; 12-17, and on to the 
19th chapter. Beside, God says, “Then will I re- 
member my covenant with Jacob, and also my 
covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember; and I will remember 
the land.” Lev. xxvi: 42. This had not been done 
in Stephen’s day ; it has not yet been done. 

Third.—The “imprecatory Psalms” almost uni- 
formly have reference to the restoration of Israel 
in the land, and her deliverance from, and the 
final overthrow of, her enemies. Here are a few 
testimonies from the Psalms: 

“QO clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto - 
God with the voice of triumph. 

“For the Lord Most High zs terrible; Ze.2s a 
great king over all the earth. 

“Fle shall subdue the people under us, and the 
nations under our feet. 

‘He shall choose our inheritance for us, the ex- 
cellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah.’ Psa. 
xlvil; 1-4. 
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“T have made a covenant with my chosen, [ 
have sworn unto David my servant. 

“Thy seed will I establish forever, and build 
up my throne to all generations. Selah. 

“Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will 
not lie unto David. 

“Fis seed shall endure forever, and his throne 
as the sun before me. | 

“It shall be established forever as the moon, 
and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.” Psa. 
ixe aks} 35-37 

Fourth.—\saiah speaks thus: 

“And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the 
four corners of the earth.” Chap. x1: 12. 

‘And in this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts 
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of 
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees well refined. 

“And he will destroy in this mountain the face 
of the covering cast over all people, and the veil 
that is spread over all nations. 

“He will swallow up death in victory; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away 
from off all the earth; for the Lord hath spoken zz.” 
Chap. xxv: 6-8. 

“And the sons of strangers shall build up thy 
walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee; for 
in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favor have I 
had mercy on thee. 
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“Therefore thy gates shall be open continu- 
ally; they shall not be shut day nor night; that 
men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, 
and ¢hat their kings may be brought. 

“For the nation and kingdom that will not 
‘serve thee shall perish; yea, z/ose nations shall be 
utterly wasted. 

“The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, 
the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to 
beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will 
make the place of my feet glorious. 

“The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall 
come bending unto thee; and all they that despised 
thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of 
thy feet; and they shall cali thee, The city of the 
_ Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

‘Whereas thou has been forsaken and hated, so 
that no man went through ¢hee, I will make thee 
an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations, 

“Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles 
and shalt suck the breast of kings; and thou shalt 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour, and thy 
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.” Chap. Ix: 
10-16. 

Fifth—Jeremiah continues the strain in this 
manner: 

“Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord 
liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt. 

“But the Lord liveth, that brought up the 
children of Israel from the land of the north, and 


152 The Lord’s Return. 


from all the lands whither he had driven them; and 
I will bring them again into their land that I gave 
unto their fathers.’ Chap. xvi: 14, I5. 

“Behold, I will gather them out of all countries 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in 
my fury, and in great wrath, and I will bring 
them again unto this place, and I will cause them 
to dwell safely : 

“And they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God: 

“And I will give them one heart, and one way, 
that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them: 

“And I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them, to do 
them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, 
and they shall not depart from me. 

“Yea, 1 will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land assuredly with 
my whole heart and with my whole soul. 


“For thus saith the Lord: Like as I have 
brought all this great evil upon this people, so 
will I bring upon them all the good that I have 
promised them.” Chap. xxxii: 37-42. 

Sixth.—Ezekiel bears testimony as follows: 

“But I had pity for mine holy name, which 
the house of Israel had profaned among the hea- 
then, whither they went. 

“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lord God: Ido not ¢Azs for your sakes, ~ 
O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, 
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which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
whither ye went. 

“And I will sanctify my great name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have pro- 
faned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall 
know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, 
when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 

“Por I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will bring 
you into your own land. 

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you; and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and 1 will give 
you a heart of flesh. 

“And | will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do ¢hem. 

“And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I| will 
be your God. 

“T will also save you from all your unclean- 
nesses; and I will call for the corn, and will in- 
crease it, and lay no famine upon you. 

“And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and 
the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no 
more reproach of famine among the heathen. 

“Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good, and shall 
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loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniq- 
uities and for your abominations. 

“Not for your sakes do I ¢hzs, saith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you; be ashamed and 
confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel. 

“Thus saith the Lord God: In the day that I 
shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I 
will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the 
wastes shall be builded. 

“ And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas 
it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 

“ And they shall say, This land that was deso- 
late is become like the garden of Eden; and the 
waste and desolate and ruined cities are become 
fenced, azd are inhabited.—Chap. xxxvi: 21-35. 

“And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
God: Behold, I will take the children of Israel 
from among the heathen, whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and bring them 
into their own land; 

‘And I will make tnem one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall 
be king to them all; and they shall be no more two 
nations, neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms, any more at all; 

‘Neither shall they defile themselves any more 
with their idols, nor with their detestable things, 
nor with any of their transgressions; but I will save 
them out of all their dwelling places, wherein they 
have sinned, and will cleanse them; so shall they 
be my people, and I will be their God. 

“And David my servant shall de king over 
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them; and they all shall have one Shepherd; they 
shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my 
statutes, and do them. 

“ And they shall dwell in the land that [ have 
given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers 
have dwelt, and they shall dwell therein, evex they 
and their children, and their children’s children, 
forever; and my servant David shall be their 
prince forever. Moreover, I will make a covenant 
of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting cov- 
enant with them; and I will place them, and mul- 
tiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst 
of them forevermore.’”’—Chap. xxxvil: 21-25. 

Seventh—In the same strain is this from 
Zechariah : 

“Thus saith the Lord: I am returned unto 
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem ; 
and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and 
the mountain of the Lord of hosts, the holy 
mountain. 

“ Thus saith the Lord of hosts: There shall yet 
old men and old women dwell in the streets of 
Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand 
for very age. 

“And the streets of the city shall be full of 
boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. 

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts: [fit be mar- 
velous in the eyes of the remnant of this people 
in these days, should it also be marvelous in mine 
eyes? saith the Lord of hosts. 


“Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will 
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save my people from the east country, and from _ 


the west country. 

“ And I will bring them, and they shall dwell 
in the midst of Jerusalem; and. they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in 
righteousness.’—Chap. vill: 3-8. 

These passages are scarcely a tithe of what is 
contained in the Old Testament Scriptures on this 
subject. They explictly teach that God’s ancient 
people are yet to occupy the land lying between 
the Euphrates River on the east; the Mediterra- 
nean Sea on the west; the mountains of Lebanon 
on the north, and the river of Egypt on the south. 
—See Gen. xv: 18; Deut. xi: 23-25. 

Since this covenant and these promises have 
not yet been carried out, what are we to expect as 
to their fulfillment? Let the Word of the Living 
God speak: 

“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits, that blindness in part is hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles 
be come in. 

“And so all Israel shall be saved: As it is writ- 
ten, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

“For this zs my covenant unto them, when I 
shall take away their sins. 

‘‘As concerning the gospel, ¢key are enemies for 


your sakes: but as touching the election, they are 


beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 


+ Fie 
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“For the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance.” Rom. x1., 25-29. 

“The fullness of the Gentiles” spoken of here 
doubtless signifies the accomplishing of God’s pur- 
poses in the gathering of his church. Therefore 
after the church has been gathered, z. ¢., after the 
close of this dispensation, God’s covenant with 
Israel will be accomplished. 

The following is even more explicit: 

“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed 
with armies, then know that the desolation thereof 
is nigh. 

“Then let them which are of Judea flee to the 
mountains: and let them which are in the midst 
of it depart out; and let not them that are in the 
countries enter thereinto. 

“For these be the days of vengeance, that all 
things which are written may be fulfilled. 

“But woe unto them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck, in those days! for there shall 
be great distress in the land, and wrath upon ous 
people. 

“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth dis- 
tress of nations, with perplexity: the sea and the 
waves roaring ; 

‘“Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming on the 
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earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

‘And then shall they see the Son of Man com- 
ing in a cloud with power and great glory. 

““And when these things begin to come to pass 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your re- 
demption draweth nigh.” Luke xxi.: 20-28. 

Here you have Jerusalem compassed about and 
captured by the Romans. Since then it has been 
“trodden down of the Gentiles,” and will be “until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (correspond- 
ing with “the fullness of the Gentiles” in Rom. x1: 
25); which takes place at the end of this dispensa- 
tion (age); after which time the great tribulation 
takes place, and the thrilling and appalling cosmic 
changes indicated in verses 25-28, come to pass— 
“then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh.” Verse 28. That is, at 
the close of “the great tribulation,” Israel shall be 
saved, and brought into possession of the earthly 
inheritance. 

Further proof that Israel’s restoration takes 
place after the church is gathered, is found in the 
testimony of James, when he said: 

“And after they had held their peace, James 
answered, saying, Men axd brethren, hearken unto 
me ; ' 
“Simeon hath declared how God at the first 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name. 

“And to this agree the words of the prophets: 
as it is written. 

“After this I will return, and will build again 
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the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will 
set it up. 

“That the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name 
is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.” Acts xv., 13-17. 

James here quotes from Amos ix: 11-15. The 
following is the full text: 

“In that day willl raise up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof; and [ will raise up his ruins, and [ will 
build it as in the days of old. 

“That they may possess the remnant of Edom, 
and of all the heathen, which are called by my 
name, saith the Lord that doeth this. 

“ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
the ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the 
mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills 
shall melt. 

“And I will bring again the captivity of my 
people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit ¢em; and they shall plant vine- 
yards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also 
make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

“And I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out of their land 
which I have given them, saith the Lord thy 
God.” 

All this is plain enough to one who is willing to 
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accept the explicit testimony of the Holy Bible, 
with unquestioning faith. 

Abraham and the rest of the so called “ Old 
Testament Saints,’ are sleeping in the dust of the 
earth (their bodies only). The strength of Israel 
cannot lie. The covenant is not void because the 
centuries have lapsed. No matter if all the heirs 
of the promise lie in the grave, and ten millions of 
centuries have passed, he who is “from everlasting 
to everlasting,” “is faithful that promised.” Here 
again, the word of the Lord: 

‘‘Therefore prophesy and say unto them, thus 
saith the Lord God: Behold : O my people, I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come up out 
of your graves, and bring you into the land of 
Israel. 

“ And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I have opened your graves, O my people, and 
brought you up out of your graves. 

‘And shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall 
live, and I shall place you in your own land; then 
shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and 
performed 2¢, saith the Lord.”’—Ezek. xxxvii: 12-14. 

Can anything possibly be plainer? Hereisa 
resurrection of. God’s ancient people from their 
graves, that they might be brought into their 
“own land.” Theirs by covenant twice repeated, 
and most explicit and oft reiterated promise. Ah! 
we even now know that “the Lord hath spoken it ; 
and that he will most surely perform it.” 

Of these Scriptures this is the sum: 

First—God entered into a covenant with 
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Abraham, which was reaffirmed to him, and after- 
ward repeated in substance to Jacob, to give him 
the land of Canaan, and his “ seed after him for- 
ever,” “for an everlasting possession,” which cov- 
enant has not yet been fulfilled. 

Second.—Because of Israel’s transgressions she 
has been scattered among the nations, where, not- 
withstanding the lapse of centuries, and the con- 
flicts and destruction of nations, she still main- 
tains all her distinguishing characteristics as a 
people. 

Third.—The fulfillment of the covenant is due 
after the church has been gathered, at the close of 
the “great tribulation,” during which the living 
Jews will be converted, and at the close of which 
period the true Israel, in their graves, shall be 
- raised. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


THE KINGDOM. 


Associated with the covenant made unto 
Abraham was the idea of a kingdom that should 
endure forever. The setting apart of Israel 
as God’s peculiar people, necessarily carried 
this thought. This was a part of the divine 
plan, as plainly indicated in God’s communica- 
tions to his ancient people. The promises of 
a Messiah implied a King as well as Prophet 
and Priest. A king must have a kingdom, of course.. 
The direct promises, to thisend, were both num- 
ous and explicit. Here areafew: _ 

‘They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power. | 

“To make known to thesons of men his mighty 
acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 

“Thy kingdom zs an everlasting kingdom, and 
thy dominion czdureth throughout all genera- 
tions.” Psa. cxlv: 11-13. 

“For unto usa child is born, unto us a son is 
given : and the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. 
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“Of the increase of 4zs government and peace 
there shall de no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.” Isa. ix: 6, 7. 

Then the moon shall be confounded, and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign 
in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his 
ancients gloriously.” Isa. xxiv: 23. 

“And in the days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and con- 
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for- 
ever. Wan. 11> 44. 

“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, 
and there shall be a very great valley; and half of 
the mountain shall remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward the south. 

‘And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains: 
for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto 
Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled before the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah: 
and the Lord my God shall come, and all the Saints 
with thee. 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
light shall not be clear, nor dark: 

“But it shall be one day which shall be known 
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to the Lord, not day, nor night: but it shall come 
to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 

_ “And it shall be in that day, that living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward 
the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder 
sea; in Summer and in winter shall it be. 

“And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name 
one.” Zech. xiv: 4-9. 

The traditions that obtained among God’s an- 
- cient people, running away back almost to the 
beginning of their history, told them of the king- 
dom that was to be when Messiah should be 
revealed. The Rabbins had much to say concern- 


ing the same thing. Reference is made to it inthe » 


Jerusalem and Babylonian Targums. It was treat- 
ed of extensively in the Sibylline Oracles, and the 
apocryphal books of Enoch, Ezra, The Testament 
of the Twelve Patriarchs, The Ascension of Isaiah, 
and the Second Book of Esdras. When the testi- 
mony from all these sources was added to that of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, why should we 
wonder at the expectation of the Apostles during 
Christ’s ministry, believing him to be Messiah, as 
expressed by the mother of Zebedee’s children in 
her request “that these, my two sons may sit, the 
one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in 
thy kingdom.” (Matt. 20:21.) Or, as expressed 
by themselves, after his resurrection, in this fash- 
ion, believing then, more than ever before, because 


of his resurrection, that he was Messiah: “ Lord, 
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wilt thou, at this time, restore again the Kingdom 
of Israel?” (Acts 1:6.) 

While so very much is said about itin the sacred 
and rabbinical writings, and made of it, by the 
Jews, in all times, it is yet the most incomprehen- 
sible matter of which the Holy Scriptures treat. 
The subject has been properly demominated, “ The 
Kingdom in Mystery.” As the truth respecting it 
is fulfilled, we shall be able to comprehend some 
aspects of it that will never otherwise be under- 
stood. Yet, there are some things in connection 
with it, that I think are plain. 

There are four kingdoms mentioned in the 
Word of God, viz:—‘“of God; “of Heaven :” 
“from the foundation of the World,’’ and the 
“everlasting Kingdom.” God never confounds 
terms. These distinctions are significant. There 
is, doubtless, but one kingdom, because there is 
but one king. The distinctions, have, therefore, 
to do with the different phases of the kingdom. 

“The Kingdom of God” relates to the spiritual 
aspect. Flesh and blood cannot inherit it. (1. 
Cor. xv:50.) It comesnot with observation—it is 
within you. (Luke xvii: 20, 21.) It “is not eating 
or drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost.” (Rom. xiv:17.) It “is not 
treword, but:-in power. *: (1. Core 1v20.)Be- 
lievers have been “‘translatedinto” it. (Cor. i: 13.) 
We are commanded toseekit first. (Matt. vi: 33.) 
He who recognizes and yields to the obligations 
God has laid upon him, is not far from it. (Mark 
X11: 32-34.) Those who trust in riches, can never 
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enterit. (Mark x:23, 24.) But he, who, like a lit- 
tle child, is docile, teachable, and obedient to God, 
shall enter therein. (Mark x:15.) This kingdom 
was not preached until John. (Luke xvi:16.) Since 
then it has been ‘“‘ within” us; “among” us; and 
we have “ been translated into it.” 

The kingdom of Heaven was preached before 
John. It was forecast in the Abrahamic covenant ; 
and reference is made to it all along the line of 
prophecy, as we have already seen. Itis mentioned 
thirty-two times in the Gospel by Matthew, and 
nowhere else. When we remember that Matthew 
was written for the Jews, this aspect of the king- 
dom is at once identified with the Abrahamic cov- 
enant, and whatis said inthe Old Testament Scrip- 
tures about the kingdom. It is never mentioned 
as nearer than “at hand.” In this it is seen to be 
distinct from the kingdom of God. The kingdom 
of God cometh not with observation. The king- 
dom of Heaven is, without doubt, visible. <A real 
king (Jesus)—“ and every eye shallsee him.” (Rev. 
i:7); a real throne (David’s — Isa. ix : 7)—“in 
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem.” Isa. xxiv: 23) 
and a real dominion—“ from the river to the ends 
of the earth ” (Zech. ix: 10), “and the Lord shall 
be King overall the earth (Zech. xiv:9). And yet 
in some sense, it is invisible. It has its heavenly 
as well as earthly aspects. 

It is yet future. We have seen that the king- 
dom becomes visibly established at “the day of 
the Lord,’—when the King is manifested to reign. 
After the seven seals are opened, the seven trump- 
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ets and the seven thunders are heard, “ the seventh 
angel sounded; and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ ; 
and He shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev. xi: 15.) 
The disciples were taught by our Lord to pray— 
“Thy kingdom come.” The Lord speaks of those 
who are “rich in faith,” as “heirs of the kingdom.” 
(James ii:5.) A kingdom is promised them, be- 
cause they, being “rich in faith,” had been “ trans- 
lated * * into the kingdom of his dear Son” 
(Col. i: 13), and have thus become sons, and per 
consequence, heirs. The Lord tells us that “if we 
suffer (endure) we shall also reign with Him.” 
(Il. Tim. 2:12.) It is fair to conclude that it was 
in view of this, that Paul said—“ The Lord will de- 
liver me from every evil work,and will save me 
unto his heavenly kingdom. (II. Tim.iv:18.R. V.) 
To those who were enriched in all the graces of 
the Spirit, the Lord says: 

“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligenee 
to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall. 

‘‘For so an entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” Il. Peter, 
Peto. Pl: 

“The Kingdom of Christ’? (Eph. v: 5) and “ of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ” (II. Peteri: 11) 
are identical, and without doubt, the same as the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

The Kingdom of Heaven reaches on beyond 
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the one thousand years’ reign of Christ and His 
saints ; and beyond the great cosmic changes indi- 
cated in II. Peter, third chapter, to the time of the 
“new heaven and anew earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth have passed away.” (Rev. xxi:1), 
‘ The tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” 
(Rev, xxt2'2,) 

“The kingdom from the foundation of the 
world” is that aspect of the kingdom into which 
the nations, which have treated the Jews with kind- 
ness, during the “great tribulation,” are to be 
brought. They inherit it because of what they 
did unto and for, the Lord's brethren. It is so 
stated explicitly. (See Matt. xxv: 34-40.) The du- 
ration of this kingdom is one thousand years. It 
is an earthly kingdom. Note what has been said 
concerning this matter in the remarks on the 
“Judgment of Nations.” 

‘The Everlasting Kingdom” is the completed 
kingdom. When all the righteous purposes of 
God, in grace are accomplished,— 

‘Then cometh the end, when he shall have de- 
livered up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
when he shall have put down all rule, and all au- 
thority and power. 

“For He must reign, till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet. 

“The last enemy ¢hat shall be destroyed zs 
death. 

‘For He hath put all things under his feet. But 
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when he saith, All things are put under hzm, zt ts 
manifest that He is excepted, which did put all 
things under Him. 

‘And when all things shall be subdued unto 
Him, then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God 
may be allinall.” tst. Cor. xv: 24-28. 

These terms are sometimes used interchange- 
ably. Because of this, chiefly, the kingdom is in 
mystery, and, we may not dogmatize, in what we 
think the Word teaches. It looks as though there 
were but one kingdom, but with four different 
aspects, viz.: Fzrst.—The “ Kingdom of God,” the 
spiritual aspect, the only manifestation of which 
is in the lives of believers. Second.—The “ King- 
dom of Heaven,” which involves the fulfillment of 
the Abrahamic covenant, and is visible, and both 
earthly and heavenly. Third—“The Kingdom 
from the Foundation of the World’—the earthly 
inheritance of one thousand years of the nations 
that showed kindness to the Jews during the “great 
tribulation;” and Fourth.—The “ Everlasting King- 
dom,’ when God, the Father Almighty, shall re- 
ceive the kingdom from the Son, and reign to all 
eternity. 
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CHAPTER: XV. 


THE ORDER OF EVENTS. 


During the present dispensation) the Lord is 
gathering his church. When his purposes in the 
matter are accomplished, satan, who is now in the 
place of accusation, will be hurled into the earth. 
His wrath will be very great, “‘ because he knoweth 
he hath but a short time.” The Lord will at this 
time come, raise the New Testament saints from 
their graves, translate the living ones, reward them 
all for their works, “according to that they have 
done,” and pass with them into the heavenlies. 
During the “short time” of satan’s great wrath, 
known as the “great tribulation,’ the Jews re- 
ceive the testimony of the witnesses, and accept 
Jesus Christ as the Messiah. Then the Lord re- 
turns with the saints, to judge the nations, cast 
satan into the bottomless pit, raise the Old Testa- 
ment saints, and gather the Jews into their own 
land, to reign one thousand years. During this 
time, many from among the nations, permitted to 
inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the 
foundation of the world, will, in all probability, be 
saved, and an affirmanive answer, possibly, given 
to the question—“ Shall a nation be born at once?” 
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(Isa. 66:8.) Atthe close of the millennium, satan 
is let loose, and he leads the unsaved nations—Gog 
and Magog, to destruction, and is cast into the 
lake of fire to be tormented forever. Then the 
wicked dead are raised and the great white throne 
judgment takes place. Then the King of Kings 
and his subjects disappear, the great conflagration 
takes place, the new heaven and the new earth ap- 
pear, and the heavenly host return, and “ the tab- 
ernacle of God is with men.” Then follows the 
eternal state. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


Conflicts have raged around every single dis- 
tinctive truth of God’s Holy Word, in which con- 
scientious and scholarly men have taken part on 
both sides. There are two reasons for this. 

Furst.—“ Now we seeinamirrordarkly. * * 
Now I(we) know in part.” I Cor. xiii: 12.R. V. 

Second—Dishonesty. The first is self evident. 
As to the second, I have somewhat to say. 

A man may be conscientious and scholarly, and 
dishonest at the same time. He who opposes a 
thing that he has not carefully investigated, with 
unprejudiced mind, sincerely desiring to know all 
the facts in the case; or who will persistently en- 
deavor to make his opponent say that which he 
neither believes or says, is dishonest. Saul of Tar- 
sus was conscientious andscholarly. He thought 
he did God service when he consented unto the 
stoning of poor Stephen, and persecuted the infant 
church with unpitying hatred. Whatever thought 
he had given the Christian religion, was dishonest. 

His bigotry, pharisaism, prejudice and intense 
zeal for the Jewish religion, prevented an honest 
investigation of that which he hated, “ignorantly,” 
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until God interposed miraculously, and brought 
him to his senses. 

{ have seldom conversed with a person opposed 
to pre-millennialism, who had honestly and fully 
examined the doctrine, and carefully digested the 
teaching of the Word of God on the subject. 
They hold pre-millennialists responsible for a great 
many things no pre-millennialist ever believed or 
taught, and are usually fighting a “ man of straw.” 

I am led, because of this to say, if nine-tenths of 
those who oppose the doctrine of the pre-millen- 
nial advent of our Lord were as careful to ascertain 
what pre-millennialism really means, as they are 
diligent to hunt out objections to it, and zealous 
in opposing the doctrine, it would, no doubt, be 
very generally received and believed by intelligent 
Christians everywhere. The prophecies concern- 
ing our Lord’s first advent, received from God’s 
ancient people, especially the rulers and elders, the 
same treatment the prophecies concerning his sec- 
ond advent are now receiving from multitudes of 
professing Christians, ministers and people. What 
wonder, therefore, that “He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” 

I hold it is dishonest, in a disputant, to say of 
his opponent ina discussion—he says so and so; 
and,so and so means—this; therefore he believes 
and teaches—this. Every man should, in all hon- 
esty, be permitted to define his position and state 
his case. If this rule had been observed, the 
church would have been saved one-half the con- 
troversies that have disturbed her peace, and 
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they, for the most part, those that have marred 


her beauty. - 


That there are difficulties met with in trying to 
grasp pre-millennialism, no candid person willdeny. 
But many of these difficulties arenot such to 
one who has given the matter careful attention. 
Some of these difficulties we shall not be able to 
surmount until we see “ face to face”’ and “ Know 
even as also I (we) are known.” The same can 
also be said of the doctrines of the atonement, repen- 
tance, faith, regeneration, sanctification, resurrec- 
tion, inspiration, etc. But I can propose ten un- 
answerable objections to the doctrine of post-mil- 
lennialism, to every one that can be raised to the 
doctrine of pre-millennialism. 

But let us examine a few of the not very many 
plausible objections raised against the fact of our 
Lord’s personal pre-millennial advent. 

First—Matt. xvi: 27-28, says: 

“For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of 
his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. 

“Verily Isay unto you, There be some standing 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

These two verses evidently connect themselves 
with the transfiguration scene in the following 
chapter,—a scene in which the glory of the King 
was revealed in the presence of sleeping and trans- 
lated saints (Moses and Elias), and witnessed by 
mortal man. It wasa sample of the kingdom, a 
suitable testimony to the King on his way to the 
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cross. That such is the proper explanation seems 
to be certain in the light of II Peter 1: 16-18. 

‘For we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables, when we made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eye witnesses of his majesty. 

‘For he received from God the Father honour 
and glory, when there came sucha voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. 

“And this voice which came from heaven we 
heard, when we were with him in the holy 
mount.” 

Second—Matt. xxiv; 34 says: 

“Verily I say unto you, This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” 

The word “ generation ” is the point of trouble 
with some. Webstertells us that. the word sig- 
nifies “A family, a race, a stock, a breed.” That 
these definitions are good is evident from Psa. x11: 
Fotis GX Rl 30; Lexis 15s-and:, cx: 12.0. Also 
Luke xvi: 8, and I Peter ii; 9. 

The word genea, which is here rendered gen- 
eration, is rendered “time.” in Acts xiv: 16 and xv: 
21, “ages,” in Eph. ili: 3. Zi; and “nation” in 
Phil iis 15: 

Dr. Charles Hodge says—‘ There is high au- 
thority for making ‘this generation’ here and in 
the parallel passages—Mark xiii; 30, and Luke 
xxl: 32, refer to Israel as a people or race; in this 
case the meaning would be that the Jews would 
not cease to be a distinct people until his predic- 
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tions were fulfilled.”” Systematic Theology, vol. 3, 
P- 799. ri 
; Third.—It is urged that, if the world is not t 
be converted, and the Christ must return to cut the 
work short in righteousness and set, up his King- 
dom, it looks as though the Holy Spirit’s work 
were a failure. 

This is but man’s opinion. The matter is not 
to be determined by any such method. God’s 
Word alone is authority in the case. That it 
teaches that the world is not to be converted, we 
have already clearly shown, we are sure. That 
it nowhere teaches, by a single statement, that it 
will, is equally clear. 3 

That the whole world is not to be converted no 
more proves the Holy Spirit’s work to be a failure, 
than does the undeniable fact that, since the day 
of pentecost, millions of human beings have suc- 
cessfully resisted his enlightening and convicting 
power, and are lost forever. If God accomplishes 
his purposes in grace—as he most surely will,—the 
Holy Spirit’s work cannot be truthfully charac- 
terized as a failure. Much that man does will 
eventuate in failure, It will most certainly be so 
in every case where he fails to come into harmony 
with the Divine will. Every previous age ended 
in failure, notwithstanding God ushered them in 
with his own epiphaneia. 

The age of paradise in the fall. 

The antediluvian age in the flood. 

The post-diluvian age in Babel. 
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The Israeliteish age in the Babylonian cap- 
tivity. 

The post-captivity age in the rejection of 
Messiah. 

The Christian age will end in Antichrist. See 
Jude’s Epistle ; II Thess. 11: 1-10; Rev. xix: 11-21; 
Luke xviii: 8; etc. 

Fourth.—\t is thought by some, that such belief 
will paralyze the cause of missions at home and 
abroad. 

This objection has already been satisfactorily 
met in this work; but, in the presence of the in- 
disputable fact that every intelligent pre-mil- 
lennialist is orthodox, as to fundamentals, and red 
hot for evangelizing the unsaved at home and 
abroad, I submit that this obiection has about 
run its course. Humanly speaxing, there is no 
such incentive to zeal for Christ as the pre-mil- 
lennial view of our Lord’s return. I have heard 
scores of as intelligent and deeply spiritual people 
as the church has ever known, testify that this 
belief infused such holy zeal into their lives, for 
the lost and perishing, as they had not before 
known. 

The intelligent pre-millennialist understands 
that, according to God’s Word, he may hasten the 
coming of the Lord. (See II Peter ii: 11, 12, R. V.) 
The measure of his zeal will be, therefore, in exact 
accordance with his desires in the matter. 

Fifth—lIf, when the Son of God comes, it will 
be ‘‘as the days of Noah were,” and “as it was in 
the days of Lot;” and it is a question—“ when the 
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Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith (the faith) 
on the earth?” how can any one live in expec- 
tation of his coming, when it is known that there 
never were so many Christians on the earth as 
now, save possibly in the early part of the third 
century; nor so many agencies for the accom. 
plishment of good employed by the church; nor 
so much activity in evangelizing the masses at 
home and abroad ? 

Well, the man who opposes the pre-millennial 
doctrine of our Lord’s advent on this ground, 
plainly confesses that he has not made himself 
familiar with what pre-millennialists believe the 
Word of God teaches. 

The quotations in the interrogatory are from 
God’s Holy Word. They therefore speak the 
truth. Let this always be remembered. 

The Word of God teaches that immediately 
preceding the return of the Lord, for the saints, 
there will be unusual activity in the church. 
This appears evident in the context of almost every 
reference to his second advent. - 

The coming of the Lord /or the saints, and the 
coming of the Lord wth the saints, are two distinct 
events, separated by the period called a “short 
time,’”’ during which the “ great tribulation” takes 
place. The coming of the Lord with the saints is 
identical with “the day of the Lord;”’ “the day of 
God;” “the day of Christ;” the “revelation;” 
the ‘“appearing;” the ‘manifestation;” etc. 
When the Church is caught away, satan will have 
everything pretty much hisown way. Anarchism, 
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Nihilism and Communism will overthrow the civil 
governments called Christian, and the one that 
restraineth now, “ will be taken out of the way,” 
and then ‘the mystery of lawlessness,” which is 
already working, will no longer be a mystery, the 
lawless one will be plainly “ revealed,” “ whom the 
Lord Jesus shall slay (consume) with the breath 
of his mouth, and bring to naught by the mani- 
festation of his coming. (Gr. Presence.)’ (II 
Thess. 11:8 R. V.) 

But here is the entire quotation : 

‘““Now we beseech you, brethren, by the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 4y our gathering 
together unto him. 

“That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand. 

‘‘Let no man deceive you by any means for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition: 

‘Who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, show- 
ing himself that he is God. 

‘“ Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with 
you, I told you these things? 

‘‘And now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might be revealed in his time. 

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already 
work: only he who now letteth (hindereth) wl 
Jet (hinder), until he be taken out of ‘the way. 


180 | The Lord’s Return. 


“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming ; 

“ Even him, whose coming is after the working 
of Satan, with all power and signs and ying 
wonders, 

“And with all deceivableness of unright- 
eousness in them that perish; because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved.” II Thess. ii: 1-10. 

Revelation, sixth and nineteenth chapters, in- 
clusive, should be read in connection with this 
remarkable passage. 

These Scriptures make it very clear that the 
condition of affairs, on the earth, when the Lord 
comes with the saints, will most strikingly re- 
semble the condition of affairs in the days of Noah 
and of Lot; and make the question, “ when the 
Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth?” very pertinent. 

Sixth.—It is often asked: Will it not be im- 
possible for everybody to see him when he comes? 
‘‘ Unto them that look (wait) for him will he appear 
a second time, without (apart from) sin unto salva- 
tion” | Heb. ix: 28. 

This is his coming for the saints. To only such 
of them as wait, or look for him, will he appear, 
so this text affirms. 

‘Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye 
shall see him, and they that pierced him; and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.” 
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Rev.1:7. This is when he comes with the saints 
at “the day of the Lord.’ Every eye shall see 
him then. This the Word of God explicitly de- 
clares, We ought not to be wise above that which 
is written. I don’t know how it can be; but I 
know it will be. 

Nothing in these matters is determined by con- 
troversy. It is “to the law and to the testimony ” 
we must look for information. Those who war 
against the doctrine of the pre-millennial advent of 
our Lord, for the most part usually depend on 
philosophy and their reasonings for arguments, 
and place their opinions over against the Word 
of God. They seldom ever quote the Scriptures. 
There seems to be, on their part, more of a desire 
to oppose and overthrow the doctrine, than to 
ascertain what the Scriptures, teach on the subject. 

The Word of God is given us that we may 
understand the mind of God, concerning the things 
he would have us know. The Holy Spirit has 
been given to take of the things of Christ and show 
them unto us. If we will prayerfully and sub- | 
missively look te him for help; and diligently and 
studiously ‘search the Scriptures,” the Holy 
Spirit will guide us into all truth; and the Truth 
will make us free, and we shall be free indeed. 
“Ye need not that any man should teach you; but 
as the anointing teacheth you all things, and is 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you 
ye shall abide in him.” I Johnii:27. If only this 
little work shall serve to bring about sucha result, 
in the case of any reader, the author will be com. 
pensated for his labor of love. 
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I nerewith subjoin two letters, received with 
many others from some of the most scholarly men 
of our time, at the “ Prophetical Conference,” at 
Chicago, in November, 1886, one from Canon 
Fausset, the distinguished commentator; the other 
frem Prof. Volck, believed by many competent to 
judge, to be the ablest living exegete. 

To the Members met in the Prophetical Convention at 

Chicago, November, 1886. 

BELOVED BRETHREN IN THE LORD:— Grace, 
mercy and peace be to you from Him who was, 
who is, and who is to come. Absent from you in 
body, I feel as present with you inspirit. We are 
indeed, however, locally separated for a time, 
united in the one faith of Jesus Christ, the one 


love, 
THE ONE BLESSED HOPE. 


I do not even despair of meeting you sometime 
hereafter in the flesh, if God permit and the oppor- 
tunity be afforded me, in your highly-favored land. 
Among the special signs of our times, not the least 
remarkable is the growing manifestation of the 
communion of saints. It is just when men’s words 
are “stout against Jehovah,” and the world’s chal- 
lenge is, ‘‘ Where is the God of judgment?” that 
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“then they that fear Jehovah speak often one to 
another, and a book of remembrance is written 
before Him for them that think upon His name,” 
and presently follows “ Behold the day cometh.” 
CMatt. tis 17 + lit: 13-16: Iv 21.) 

The “gathering together” (episunagoge) for 
mutual edification now is the earnest of “the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together unto Him” (episunagoge found only in 
Il. Thes. ii: 1 and Heb. x: 25). The growing 
inquiry as to the blessed hope and the consequent 
increase of the knowledge of beliefs respecting it 
are evidently fulfilling Daniel’s prophecy as to 
“the time of the end’””—“ many shall run to and 
fro, and the knowledge (so the Hebrew) shall be 
increased.” 

How shallthe inquiry be conducted so as to 
elicit real fruit to the glory of God and the edifi- 
cation of his children? If I venture to suggest an 
answer it is with a deep consciousness of my own 
imperfection of vision in 


THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD. 


First, then, let us search the word of prophecy 
in the spirit of prayer for heavenly illumination by 
God the Holy Ghost, and not suffer our imagina- 
tions or preconceived theories to turn us aside 
from the straight path. Let us not take one step 
in advance, save as we are led on by the written 
word and the Holy Spirit. Loving tolerance of 
the opinions of others and a readiness to weigh 
their arguments from Scripture in a fair balance, 
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and the maintenance of our own views in an 
humble and undogmatic spirit, will best tend to 
the decision of controverted points and the build- 
ing up of one another in our most holy faith. 

In examining Scripture, my own plan has been, 
first, to investigate the literal and grammatical 
sense of each passage, then the context, then the 
circumstance of time and place, and the immediate 
aim of the sacred writer; then the ultimate and 
far-reaching meaning designed by the Holy Ghost, 
remembering that “the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy;” finally, the spiritual appli- 
cation to the present elect.Church, and each mem- 
ber of it. Augustine well says: ‘The literal 
sense of Scripture is the basis of the Scripture, 
else the latter would be a building resting on air.” 
Another canon to be observed is the promises so 
full and so glorious to Israel throughout the Old 
Testament and in the Gospels, Acts, and especially 
Romans xi, are to be interpreted in their plain, 
literal sense. It is clearly erroneous to interpret 
the curses pronounced against Israel, if disobedient, 
in 

THEIR LITERAL SENSE, 


and then to spiritualize the blessings foretold to 
Israel in the last days, and to appropriate them to 
the present election church; in fact, to keep the 
good all to ourselves, and to give them the evil. 
The order of events is defined for us in Isaiah 
lxi: 1-9, the passage which formed our Lord’s text 
in the sermon at Nazareth: 1. He declares His 
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own credentials and present mission. ‘“ The Spirit 
of the Lord God is upon Me, because He hath an- 
ointed Me to preach good tidings, to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” Here He 
stopped in the middle of a sentence, at the words 
which mark the limits of our parenthetical dispen- 
sation of the spiritual elect church. The next 
event will be His personal coming to complete 
the sentence by ushering in the “day of vengeance 
of our God” upon apostate Christendom, as is 
foretold in II. Thess. i: 8: ‘In flaming fire taking 
vengeance on they that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Next, He comes “to comfort 
them that mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for 
ashes; as-is also foretold in Zech. xii: 10, “I 
will pour upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the 
spirit of 
GRACE AND SUPPLICATION, 


and they shall look upon Me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn.” “In that day 
there shall be a fountain opened to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness. Behold, the 
day of the Lord cometh; then shall the Lord go 
forth and fight against those nations that shall have 
attacked Jerusalem, and His feet shall stand upon 
the Mount of Olives, and the Lord my God shall 
come, and all His saints with Thee.” Thus shall 
be ushered in the millennial kingdom, wherein “the 
Jews shall be named the priests of Jehovah”’ to the 
Gentile nations, and “‘they shall call Jerusalem the 
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throne of Jehovah, and all the nations shall be 
gathered unto it.” (Jer. ili: 17). 

If, as post-millennarians think, a thousand years 
must elapse before our Lord’s coming, the hope of 
His coming must practically cease to be what 
Holy Scripture represents it—the incentive to 
every Christian grace. The early Christian fathers 
Clement, Ignatius, Justin Martyr, and Irenzus, 
looked for the Lord’s speedy return as the neces- 
sary precursor of the millennial kingdom. Not 
until the professing church lost her first love, and 
became the harlot resting on the world-power, did 
she cease to be the bride going forth to meet the 
bridegroom, and sought to reign already on earth 
without waiting for His advent. 

So far from the world becoming more and more 
Christ-like as the age advances, its culture, science, 
fashions, and spirit, are becoming more earthly 
and less like the blessed state foretold as about to 


CHARACTERIZE THE MILLENNIUM. 


This may be a stumbling block to the post-millen- 
narian’s faith, but it is a strong confirmation of the 
pre-millennarian’s expectation. For the fact ex- 
actly answers tothe prophecy. The Lord foretold, 
“ This gospel shall be preached for a witness unto 
all nations, and then shall the end come.’ Not 
that all were to be converted, and the nations 
christianized before his coming, but “God has 
visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people 
unto His name” (Acts xv: 14). All Scripture points 
to apostasy as about to prevail till the Lord shall 


i aga 
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come to sweep it away by the brightness of his 
appearing. (II Thess. II, I). The days before the 
flood are, according to our Lord, the analogue to 
the last days.” It was when the barrier between 
the church and the world was broken down by the 
intermarriage of the sons of God with the 
daughters of men, the salt lost its savor and was 
trodden under foot of men, and universal cor- 
ruption set in. Is not intense worldliness the 
distinguishing feature of our age? There is a 
consequent tendency to relapse to heathenism, 
cultured and refined, it is true, but still heathenism. 
If you compare the black catalogue of Pagan sins 
in Romans i. with that of the “last days” in II 
Tim. ili., you would find five of the latter 


IDENTICAL IN THE GREEK 


with the former, and five more virtually the same 
in both. ‘ Disobedience” to parents is prominent 
in each, and in combination with “ haughtiness and 
boastfulness” engenders that lawlessness, foretold 
in: Dan. vil? viil.,.xi.-and. Matt.. xxiv: 12, and II. 
Thess. 11., and already potent on every side. 
Spiritualism so-called, which is really necro- 
mancy and demon-consultation, is the darkest 
feature of our times. St. Paul in II. Tim. iii, fore- 
tells,that as the magician, Jannese,and Jambres with- 
_ stood Moses, so the reprobates concerning the faiths 
withstood the truth. Already the beast God-op- 
posed world is stripping Babylon, the harlot 
church, of its possessions, in fulfillment of Rev. 
xvii: When God shall have thus fully executed 
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judgment on her, then the three frog-like spirits 
of demons, working: spiritualistic miracles, “ shall 
gather the kings of the earth to the war of that 
great day of the Almighty God (Rev. xvi: 13-14). 
Then shall the last Antichrist, denying the Father 
and the Son, be revealed in full malignity. 

But his reign is very brief. From the first he 
is “the son of perdition,’” doomed to immediate 


destruction. The darkest hours shall usher in the’ 


bright and morning star. 

Let us then gird up the loins of our mind, be 
sober, and hope to the end for the grace to be 
brought at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

The remarkable outpourings of the holy Spirit 
in connection with evangelistic efforts on every 
side are hastening the completion of the elect 


church, and when thereby the “fullness of the. 


Gentiles’ shall have come in, the Lord will come 
for His saints, and subsequently come with His 
saints to reign over Jerusalem and nations “ in the 
regeneration.” 
Having this hope in Him, dear brethren, lift 
up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh. 
Praying that your conference may be blessed 
to yourselves, and through you to the church and 
world, [am your faithful and respectful brother in 
the common faith and hope. 
ANDREW ROBERT FAUSSET, D. D., 
Canon of York, England. 


Rev. N. West, D. D—My Esteemed Brother in 
Christ :—Answering your inquiries in succession | 


* We 
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deem it pre-eminently: 1. A necessary part of 
the hope of the New Testament Church that the 
Lord will again reveal Himself, and in personal 
visible glory, to establish His kingdom on earth. 
While the life of the children of God is at present 
“hid with Christ in God,” it is, nevertheless, 
destined one day to be apocalypsed outwardly in 
glory with Christ at the “ manifestation of the Sons 
of God,” and that on the earth. 

2. This kingdom of glory is inconceivable be- 
fore the coming of the Lord. The Old and New 
Testament alike teach us this. Inthe Old Testa- 
ment the time of the kingdom of glory on earth is 
pre-conditioned by the revelation of Jehovah 


AS JUDGE OVER THE WORLD, 


or Gentile power, and as the Redeemer of His peo- 
ple from its might. This time is called the “ Day 
of the Lord,” ‘““Yom Yehovah.” What, however, 
inthe Old Testament is called the “Day of the 
Lord,” or revelation of Jehovah at the close of the 
present zeon, this, in the New Testament is called 
the revelation, or ‘“ Apocalypse of Jesus Christ,” in 
which, as the “ Maleach Habberith,’”’ or “Angel of 
the Covenant,” the Lord Himself, who has once . 
come to His people, will come again in another 
“fullness of time.” (Does not this account for a 
great part of the angelology of the Apocalypse, 
where the Lord Himself is personated by an angel, 
as, for instance, in the case of the rainbow-crowned 
and solar-faced angel (Rev. x: 1), the sealing angel, 
(Rev. vii: 2), the cloud-seated and golden-crowned 
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angel (Rev. xiv: 14. Compare Matt. xxiv: 30-31. 
N. W.). 

3. The advent of the Lord will occur, not be- 
fore, but in connection with the “ national conver- 
sion” of Israel. For this conversion it is our im- 
perative duty to pray. Impossible that we can 
pray, with intelligent fullness of petition, “ Thy 
kingdom come! Thy will be done on earth, as in 
heaven!” without thinking of Israeli who must yet 
learn to cry “ Blessed be He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord!” and this is Israel’s prepara- 
tion for the appearing of their long-rejected king. 
Only, I would not like to speak of 


‘‘NATIONAL RESTORATION,” FIRST, 


inasmuch as merely human hopes and expectations 
could easily be brought into this connection, but I 
would rather express myself thus, viz.: That Israel, 
one day will, penitently and believingly, took upon 
Him they have pierced, in order to take their 
national place in the kingdom of God on earth as 
a converted people. 

4. Since the ascension of the Lord we stand in 
the ‘“‘Last Days” waiting for his coming again ac- 
cording tothe words oftheangels. For this return 
also, the church is bound to pray; yet not forget 
that the Father has reserved to Himself the deter- 
mination of the “times and the seasons,” yea, of 
the very “hour.” We are bound also, to observe 
the “signs of the times,” which are to instruct us 
how near we are to that moment when we shall 
“lift our heads, for our redemption draweth nigh.” 
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And, finally, we must keep ourselves from losing in- 
terest in the work which the present time devolves 
upon the Church, and avoid all sentimental expect- 
ations of the future. 

5. The opinion that the millennium has already 
gone by I regard as entirely adverse to the sacred 
Scripture, and I think I have easily proven it, in 
my work on Chiliasm. We may, in truth, apply 
what the prophets have said in regard to Israel’s 
future, to the Christian church of the present time, 
for all believers are, indeed, 


““ THE PEOPLE OF GOD.” 


But on the other hand, we must never forget that 
the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises, as 
this lies before us, now, in the Christian church is 
only spiritual and preliminary to a greater fulfill- 
ment yet future, embracing Israel’s inheritance. 
That perfect fulfillment, for this world’s history, 
will come only with the coming of Christ. Toac- 
quire a complete picture of the future, promised 
in prophecy, we must combine the first and sec- 
ond comings of Jesus. The millennial age, which 
commences with the yet future “ Apocalypse of 
Jesus Christ,” closes with the last judgment of the 
world, and with the creation of a “ new heaven 
and a new earth,” into which the redeemed will 
pass over, and find their eternal home. 

Accept so much, my dear brother, in response 
to your welcome communication. I shall rejoice 
if, in any way, to you, or your dear brethren, these 
few words shall be of any service. May the Holy 


" Spirit guide your deguerstionet Let ns remain — 
ss united in the prayer, “Come Lord Jesus!” and, 

meanwhile, work, yea labor, for Him with all our 
might as long as He lets us live. With a 
gras "brotherly greeting, yours, ever, in ‘Christ, aor, 
See oe VOLCK, Professor 
i aoe poten University of Dorpat, Russia, October 14, hued. 
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